
40. ilistor-y of thie Ioly Lan.

eon Jeaut Christ, there lie wrouglit his miracles, therc lie preaclied,
there he suffered and died. There, the lioly Pacriarchs lived, there
the Prophet taught. and there the Aposties began their labors. There
Christianity liad hier birtliplace, ivhere she struggled, and ivhere she
grew - Thither agai w'Ill the ancient people of the tord retur' 'with
sangs; and thence shall yeî corme the elearest evidences of the truhx of
divine reveWaion. For thcse reasens it rnay ba justly called the Holy
Land, but we bave authority in Seripturo for the name. After the
Babylonian captivity Zachariahi npplies it thus : Zach. Il. 112; '-The
Lord shall !nherit Judah, bis portion ix the holy land.*' .Afrer this it
uppeurs t) have bcen a commen name, and ii to be met in ancient
history, and in some of the Apecryphal books. The Jews divided
the who]e v'orld into twýo parts. The d'Land of Israel" and the
-Land of the Cerntiles." Ai excepi their owvn land iliey eensidered

nnclean ; but lhere were portions of their own land which they
esteemed as having more than ordinary sanetity. The parts beyond
Jordlan, de n the way of the Centiles" were less lholy thian those on tho
other side. Walled tewnrs %vere more holy than villagres. because no
leper was alloived te enter, or to dwell nmongr them, neither did they
aUlow the dead te be buried withia the gates. They supposed that nei-
ther the Shechinah nor Sacred Spirit dwvelt even on -a prophet out ef this
]and. The Rabbins (these ivho were shkilled in the law nnd traditions)
divided Canaan into three countries. Jude.n, the regrion beyond Jor-
dan. andi Gahileea; thus excludingr Samaria, which they considereti unclean
by reason of its inhabitants ; because, though Jews, they hati departed
from the Jewîsh 1voip, andi intermixeti vith the Gentiles from,
Assyria. They carrieti their idens of purity to an extreme lcngth. The
vrery dust. of their landi was dear to ther, andi they determincd that the
dust of tie Gentiles or neighboring ceunt:-ies shouldinet polhute it. When
any of thera returned frein a Ixeathen country, they haltet it the houri-
daries andi wiped tho dust off their feet. They even carried this se far.
that thiey would net allow shrabs, or herbs, to be brought frein other
landis, lest any earth shoulti remain on the meots, andti tus pellue their
holy inharitance. It was Iikely te this customn thiat; our Lord refcrrcd
in Mat. X. 13, %when the disciples in laaving any houre or city whare
they wera not recaiveti, shoulti wipe the dust frein their feet as a, testi-
xnony that they regartied them. as heatheiis. (evan though they were
Jewvs) rather than the people of Goi. Eni reference te this distinction
hetwean holy andi inholy places, and p.,ople, it is likely the Apesie
refers in 1. Cor : 1. 28. Rt is rernarkiable that when they wera so
zealous for the purity of their landi, they were net -çery zealous for the
puritéy of their ordinances ; but it is net uncommen te lind many newç.
steutly deferiding tho custeins andi forrns of the clitrch, and yet indiffer-
ent about religion in the henri? brus.-hing the o'itside 'of the tabernacle,
huit nevyer going, vithin.


