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yard, the village winepress, or the village church, as our numbers nightly
increase. OI}e night, when our congregation had been densely pack&l in
the hall, we.llftgd a corner of the rug to close the door, and ‘saw an mn-
mense scorpion in hidimg there, What a providence that no one had beea
bitten ! At another meeting, '

held in the coo! evenine broe
he eraybeard of the village w. hag bracze on Lermon,
the gray age was present, and another of the andience was

a baby boy eighteen days old! At another time the village priest was
making us a call, and a fine young fellow who had Lought 24 mules to
take down to Egypt to sell came in to receive a parting blessing to ensnr

S g to ensure
quick and profitable sales.

All my other traveling experiences are as nothing compared to crossing
unknown rivers at uncertain fords, Usually m August the largest rivers
are fordable, but high up in the mountains an earthquake caused a land-
shide last summer which demolished several houses

c and killed several vil-
lagers. Inthe carly spring cven the smallest streams are swollen with

rapidly melted snow, and my assistant, who braves everythis

1his d
often stands appalled at the brink where the flood rolls Sp iy

swiftly before her
R over the large, smooth, treacherouns stones of the brook.
N Sometimes I am obliged to hold my clinics in the village church, and
e it cannot be very reassuring to the patients to recount their ilis and ail-
s ments winle the village bier affords them a temporary seat ! During the
t evening meeting in one of my stopping-places, the bier was the favorite
- seat of the smallest children, who were lost in the crowds on the crowded
e church floor. )
: The fierce, warlike Ansairy people have recently for the first time fur-
' nished me patients, and I am hoping on my next trip to visit one of their
o villages if the country is safe enough. I am leaving home this week for
o a trip northward, anc} expect to visit a tribe of Turcomans who have been
e encamping in the plain of the Bukda ; they are clothed in sheepskins, men
i and women.*
n
I;:', THE JEWS RETURNING TO PALESTINE.
l:]c BY R. SCOTT MONCRIEFF.
;103' One of the signs of the Pimes which seems to me of peculiar signifi-
1y cance, tho the wisdomn of this world takes no notice of it, 1s the very re-
me markable increase which the last few years have scen in the Jewish popu-
s lion of Palestine, and the extent to which they are found in towns
o, “ uilding the old wastes, raising up the former desolations, repairing the
e waste cities, the desolations of many generations™ (Isa. 41 : 4), and in
was the country ‘* building houses and inhabiting them, planting vineyards,
e and cating the fruit of them’ (Isa. 66 : 21).
was Fifteen years ago the Jewish population of that couniry was believed
net to exceed 40,000, of which not more tha. 20,000 were thought to
sat wside in Jerusalem.  Now that of Palestine is reckoned at $0,000 to
the 109,000, and that of Jerusalem and its suburbs at 35,000 to 40,000 at
1 the very lowest, out of a total population of 60,000.
() Fifteen years ago that city was strictly walled, and its gates were shut
. daily at sunset and never opened until sunrise. Outside the walls there .
b were extensive wastes of unoccupied launds, the value of which was little .
Lat
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* Dr. EQdy's address during the winter will be Beirat, Syria.  Any onc desiting fuller mimeo-
greph rcl'»ona of her medical work among the villages may address her there,
1 A letter to the London Baplist.
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