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Yard, the Village wvinepress, or the village chutrch, as our inmbers itighltly
illcrease. One niglht, wvhenl our congregation lîad beenl densu.lv akd
thle hli, wve liftcd a corner of the rue to close the door, aidsa% au irn-
Inens4,e scorpion ini hidîng there. wliat a p)rov'idence that Il( olle ha bc

bate ! A anthermeeing eld in the cool eveniugr breeze on Ilermon,
jtlue gmpaybeard of the village 'vas present, and another of tie audience 'vas

abby boy cigliteen. days ol.d ! At anothier titrie the village Priest 'vas
111.akitug us a cail, and a fille Young fellov iwho hiad toilt2 îlst
takze down to Egypt to sil caille l, to receive a partingr bléssing to ensuire
qtiick and profitable sales.

AIl my oller traveling, experiences are as nothing conipared to crossing
î,îiowvn rivers at uîncertain. fords. lJsually iu August thue largest riveorsare fordable, but Iio'h i up ini the monntains an eartliquake csed a 1 n
sltde last sumimer wvhieli deinolîshied. several hiouses and kîilied several vil-
lagers. lu i lie early spring cven the srnallest streains are swoîlen vit 1
rapidiy rnelted snow, and iny assistant, wlio braves e"rUigon land,
often stands appalled at the brink wlhere the flood rolîs swiftly before, lier
over the large, smooth, treacherous Stones of the brook.

Soînletinies I arn obliged to hold iny clinics i n tlhe village ehiurcli, a'nd
it cannot be very reassuring, to thie patients to recouint the'ir ilîs and ail-
ilonts wvlîle the village bier affords thein a teinporary seat!1 During the
eveniflg Meeting in one of my stoppiing-places, flue bier i'as the favorite
Scat of the sMallest chljdren, wvho wvere Iost iin thîe crowds on thec crowded
clînirch floor.

he foerce, wvarlike Ansairy people liave recently for the first time fuir-
uilhed ine patients, ud 1 arn hoping 011 illy next trip to visit oiie of their
villag,(es if the country is safe eniongl. 1 ain leaving homne this wveek for
a trip northward, and expect to visit a trîbe of Turcomnans 'vho have been
encainping in. tle plain of the Bukàa ; they are elothed in sheepskins, mon
and %vonen.*
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()ne of thle siglîis of the times îvhicli seeins to nie of pecuiliar signifi-
cntlîote wvidom)n of this 'voril takes no notice of it, is the verv re-

narkable increase ivhich the hast fcw years have seen iii tlîe Jewish popu-
lation of Palestine, and flie extent, to %vichl they are fouïîd in towns
"building tlic old 'vastes, raising up 4thle formier desolations, repairing flhe

waste cities, the desolations of nany generations" (Nsa. 41 :4), and in
tiue country - buiilig houses, and inluahitingy thiein, planting Yineyards,
and catimng the fruit of themn" (Isa. 66 : 21).

Fifîenl years gothie jcwish population of titat coinitry wvas believedl
îîotto exceed. 40,000, of 'vhich, flot mnore thal. -,0,00>0 ivere thionti, to
reside in Jertisalcini. 'Now thlat of l'alestille is reckonecd at 80,000 to
100,000, and that of Jertisaleni andi its suburbs ut 35,000 to 40,000 ut
tule 1'cry lowest, out of a tot4il population of 60,000.

Fifteenl ye cars ugo that city wvas st.rictly wleand its gates Vecre shult
daily at siunset and ixever opened iîîtil sunrise. Oulside the wvalls there
wpere extensive ,Vaustes of unloepied lands, the value of Nvlich wvas little
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