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ahide filitlfillly hv the otlher ; and these
two î''ptdiated wives 'vera at the saine
lime niaTriQd to t'vo otgher meni. There
aire stilb,~ fewv rnn, chiefly amnoîg the
ninet reeent converts fro:îî lieaithienn m,
wlîo have two wvives earh; but withot
using ans' otier tlîan moral mnens for its
réemoval, this evil is gradually disappear-
in-. It is an easy tbing to set up bouise
liere, and -ve "ive every encouragement
to suitable marriages. If' the Lord ron-
tinuie to bless bis work on tis iqland, in
a fiw years there -will. be a mighty imi-
provemnent in the social condition of this
people. For some timte past on the Sab-
bath afternoons, our most intelligent and
influet-ntial natives have gone forth in
smnall select bands to visit the beatiiens.
TIhey talk ivitli tbemt, and exhort tbemt
to give up theli, heatlienilm, and receive
the word of God ; and if they are fa-
vourably received tbey have worship
witb them before they leave themn. The
heatlien are now a mere handful, living
in tîvos or threes, and seattered hure and
there ; a portion of' them are inclined to
hecar wbat is said to thein, but another
portion continue very obstinat3-. Tite
inost noted oftlîese is an old chief', nain-
ed N-t.ito, whoin 1 have mentioned, I
think, before. Some montlîs ago, bis
son, a 3oung muan, quarrelledl witlh bis
wvife and bier fiatber-in-laîv, and in re-
venge ivent away ia a sandal-wood ves-
sel, and înay not be back foi' a twelve-
rnontb. Natato, is grrievingr for bis son,
and says wvhen bie cornes backh ilb-
cone Christian. Tite uativts are how-
ever very douibtful of bis sineiity. A
niiuber of the bueatben are kept back on
his account; they say that wlien Natarto
joins us tbey will join too. Altbotigb
many of the heathen appeai very, very
obstinate, we have strong hopes that
tbey will not hold out long 0 that the
Spi'-it wvere poured out upon us from on
hiah.

liour lutter and the armual report
brought me the latest news I have liadl
respecting Mr Duncan. I mentioned
formierly that Mr Geddie and 1 liad writ-
tua himi very fully hast ý-ear, giving hinm,
as we believuci, ail the information neces-
sary to enable him t.> <lcide satist'acto-
rily, wbuthur or not be oughlt to remove
to this.group. We bave as yet recuived
no aaswer to these lutters. It is howev-
erbigh,,ly probably that answers to them
were in the vessel wbieh was wrecked
in August hast, off the Isle of Pines. 1
bave written him twice this > car on thxe

same sul~Ject; bu t no opportunity as yet
bas ocurrrd to. fbrward these let ters. I
'vrote bim first, afier 1 biaw% the B~bpof
New Zealztnd, and leartied frui lîlîxi
that lie ivas :still willing to affi~nd lmi a
passage from New Zt!aland to timis group.
Ani J wrote him again, wvbcn I luarried
by -our lutter andi the annual report,
that the principal, if not the oril) obsta-
cle in tbte way- ofibis coînitng to this mis-
sion wvas Il lus bulief that neitlier lîimself
nor bis family could venture the change
on the grounid ofliealtb." I aminclined
to thinlc tbat lie nmust have coic to titis
decision before receiviimg à1 Geddie's
lutter and mine. It iras in the hope
that thismig'tlit have been the case that I
ivrote aîy last letter, iii wvhii I endea-
voured to shîew bim tlhat, as far' as licalth
is uoncerneil, lie 1) Ped entertaiui no l'ears.
Tbe Island of Fotuna, on îvhiclb we
tliink lie could be most advantagyeoubly
sctthecl, is the iViadeira of this group;
The langyuage vo uld, present no d1'ifficul-
ty; in its grammatical structure iL is the
saine as that spoken by the New Zea-
landers ; a grecat number of its ,ocables
miubt be nc arl3, if not quite the saine. lut
twehve if not iii six montlis, lie nmigbit
speak the laiiuu of' Fotuna as w-A1 as
lic inov spcuaks theu latnguageu of Ž'eîv Zua-
]and; and nuiight open up tîme word of?
Go'] to thien in'a very short time. There
îvouhd bu no loss of tinic in pruparatory
labours; the whole of' lus îmst experi-
ence and acquirements would be at once
ruade available l'or strictly mi*ssýiotntry
purposes. Ile îvould possess great ad-
van ta-te for tlîat island over arly newly-
arrived niisiary. lis owvn Ilopes aid.
the expectations of the Clîurclî airht,
tlîrough the favour of Divinu Pr'ovidece,
bu Net fuhlv realibed. Moreover, nowv
that we ari to have time IlJohn Kunox,"
diec isolatud position of living alomie tipon
a small islamîd would bu îess fiuht; rmitu-
ai iritercourse eould be obtaiaed ; aud to
meet any unforiieen eniartency, Nve
shîould place ouir present largre mission-
boat tlîe 1- Cohuraba" at lus disposaI ; so
that in case of atif ne!e.s.,ity bu couhd
send it atross to tbis island or Tana iii
charge of a native crew. May the Lord
1iimsulf mnA the patb oftduty clear and
plain before hîiima

la the t'vent of Mr D>uncan still think-
ing it to be bis duty not to corne tu tItis
grou p, I do hope thiatthu coinrn;ittee IVà l
in tio dvegree abatu their eadeavours
Lo procure a missionary for Fotuna. Wc
look upon tlie state of? things u ona
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