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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

|

We gratefully accept tho proffered services of tho Rev. R J
Williams, on behalf of the Advorate, and regard him as onc o
our Agents in tho Districta which lie may visit,

———

We stopped Mr. Day’s paper last year, because we hae
relurned, from the post-office, seven numbeis.
ey

Tanada Temperance Zidvscate.

MONTREAL, MAY 1, i850.

LEGISLATIVE ACTION.

Our lart number contamed a communcation froam a conespon
dent in Oxford, C, W., dissuading from pettioning Parhamen:
agaiust tavern hicenses, on the ground that ¢ Parbamentory cnact.
ments are viun ang uscless'? i promotayg the Temperance refor.
mation, and declaring to be lis conviction, founded on expericnee,
that, ¢ if successfully carricd an, it must be by the same power an¢d
persons that commerced it, and that have thus far supporied .
nemely, the powerful voice of public opinion amongst the meddk
class of socicty.” We thank the writer for his communication .
vie think his letter valusblo an account of the informstion which
it gives respecting the actual stato of the law, on the subject o!
taverns and tavern licenses, but we cannot agreo with hm
in his conclusions. We, ton, have * watched the progress of the
Temperance cause in Canada, for many years; we have felt that
tho only cficctual way of putting an ¢und ts the system of tavern
keeping, is to persundo all to adapt the princip'e of Total Abst.
nence, which will prevent them from attending und soppotting
such houscs as customers; and, sf the Lemslature wou'd stand
upon strictly neutral ground, we would never ask ite aid m pro
sccuting such an object.  But wo have felt that it 1s nut neut.a!
in the cantest. By the systam of licenses, as at present adnums
tered, it offers a powerful oppoesitivn (o the sposd of our prncples,
and gives a pawerful stinulus to the us: and manofacture of in.
toxicating drinks. It has thrown tie shicld of Lepmslative au.
thority over the intemperance.producing yitem; it has protected
and nurtured it 1i'l it has reached its preseat gigartic d mansions;
and we have & right te demaud that it shou'd ceate to do o, and
give us fuir play, in ead2avoring ta reform the people.

Tho Sclect Comanttce of last Scssion declare, i their Report,
that ¢ one-half of the crine annually corunitted, two.-thirds of the
cascs of insanity, and three.foutths of the pavperism, sre asenb.
able to intemperance.”  And if the matter 1s €0 gerious as this, it
is obviously tho duty of the Legislatuse to 1wk into it, and e
deavor to protect the mterests of the community, by 81ch pre-
ventive or remedial meséares as their wisdom may suggest, cs
pecially, ae they stand so closely connccted with the systemn
which produccs these appalling resulls, by thus tavern hicenses,

‘Those very ristrictivo measures, wihich our correspondent enu
merates in his letter, shew that Parliament s already aware that
there is zomeihing which it can o, nnd ought to do, 1o vbate the

erils of intemperance , and it 18 quite competent for us to sulicit
At the same tinc they shew, that thero |

Parhiament to do this,
greater laaity in aduministering the law, than in making . Many
wire measures have been alrtady enacted, but they geem to be so
casily evaded in practice as to be almoet a dead letter; yet thas
only renders it the casier for us to cxpose the abuse, to show how

the authurity of the Legislature ixsct at nought, and to request) salutary enactments already passed, with a view to restrict lb:
it o cnfosce its own cnsctmente.  We do nut know how the mat. number of lavern licenses, hiave been systematically ovaded; zod

ter gtands in Canada West, but in this part of tho Province it
15cd to be a very casy Unng for a persun who was refusod a liceuse |,
n one quarter to oblain it m another.  What cffect the Jate
\(uniéipnl Act may have, remains to be tried; hut we know tlwt‘!'
there are alsr s me lucalities 1n Canada East, where, if the ques.,
i of License or No License, had depended upon the voice ol’;
fie peaple, the mujority would unquestionably have deeided in'i;
tie nogative.  In eome panshes, the whale of the French popula. &
son have taken the pledire under Futher Chimquy, and his coad. i
jutors ; but having one or two old country fumilics amongst lhcm,:
hoy have fuund that they conld not puirge thur village from the
stugsliop ; fur these old countrymen couid procure a license with- ;
sut a-hang permusaon from them, aud thus forco them to recoeve|
the firewwaters amongst them. '
T'he fuct scems to be, that the law ie not g0 bad on the Statute,
hook, us it is in the admmistration of at. Maay of thuse pmden.'|
ial, restnictive enactinenta never po farther than the office of the
Queens Printer.  But this, instead of preventing us from petition. ;
g, should rather encourage us the more.

PLIITION TUE LEGISLATURE. ,

In answer to the repeated call of our correspondents, we submit,
o follewing form of petition t» Uis Excellency the Governor;
General, snd both Fouses of Parljament.  As it recade at prcsem.?
it may euit both Ilouscs of Parhament, with the substitution of !
the * Courcil” for © Assembly” in the addres<; and that for Go. !
vernor will require the substitution, in the famo placo, of lis.
proper address, which any J. . will be ab'e to supply; tmdl'
 tho budy of the petdivn fur ¢ your honorable house,” thcse:‘
words, @ your Excellency.  Wo are of apinion, that though it{
may be tue near the periad for tho assembling of Parliament, tn;;
effect a very general express on of the public nund on this impor |
tart subject, yet we are canvinced tho temperance community |
are ulready prepared to take definite action without much delay. ¥
"I'he Rechahites and Sune of Temgerance should take hold ol the '
matter at once;  from the nature of their organizatiune, they can ':
act simultancously, throughaut the entire Pravince, without m i¢h |
detar, provided the forin of petition we have given will suit the !'
purposc. i
i

|

‘T'o the Hanoz.blc, the Legislative Assembly, (and !
Connei® of tha Provinge of Canada, in Par.
lismrat assembled.

‘The Memorizl of the Undezsigned,
Humbly Shrceth—

Thut in the Repart of the Sclect Commitice, appointed .
hy ke Legislative Assembly, during the Iast Scssion, on the
sibject of Intewperance, it'is declared—that *¢ onc-half of the.
criune aunually commiit:d, Lwa.thitds of the cares of insamiy .
three fourths of the paupensin, aro ascribable to intemperance:™ :
That yout petitivners, fully canvineed that this statcment can i,
proved by ferts, deem it a matter demnding the unmediate sod -
serious considerating of your Honorable Huuse, - :

*Chat, in the omnion of your peitioners, onc of the chief cantes !
of .ntemperance and its wide-gpread hanclul couseqecnces, s to!
e found in the encauragement given by the Legislatoro to the
wanafactute and sale af intixicating biquats, by the Spirit Li |
cense system 5 3ud that, therefore, wteps should be immediately
taken to reform, and  ultimately o nbandon s system, with 2
wies 1o the substitation of ane which shall render the venders of-
toxicating drinks liahle for the cwils thor traffic may produce. |

Yaut petivioners respectfully eall the nttention of your flonate. |
ble Honse to the evidence contaned in said Report, that vatious:

iﬁ

Tuc following form of Petiti n to Parliamert 1s submitted :—




