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brethren and against Cumist; and while persevered in,
vitiates the evidence, and works a forfeiture of fhe privi-
leges of Christian communion. If the practice of the
¢hurch has been to any extent favorable to the admission
or continuance of such persons in her communion, it only
proves that the church, in these cases, as overlooked ot
neglected to enfore the true principles of her standard. It
cannot be fairlg' drawn into argument, to prove that the

rinciple applied is not there ; oraf true, that it is not to

¢ applied in this as in other cases of visible offence against
Christ and his church.

We conclude, therefore, that it is not adopting any new
lerm of communion to exclude persons from sealing ordi-
nance, on the ground of their retailing intoxicating drinks
as a beverage. On the contrary, it is only falling back
upon the Bible and the constitution ot the church, which
require visible Christianity in a credible form, of those who
would partake of these ordinances; and refuse the privi-
lege to those who by overt acts of offence fail to present
such evidence.

With this exposition of their views, the committee re-
commend that the question submitted in the overture be an-
swered in the negative,

Davip ErniorT,
Rorert Dunror,

This report was ¢ adopfed by the Synod, and recommen-
ded to be read in all the congregations within its bounds.”?

[But wo cannot scc why the question should be restricted to
retailers, as if they wore worse than distillers or wholesale dealers.
—Ebp)]

Committee.

Vies and Crime in England.

Lord Ashley has lately made an astounding exposé in
the British Parliament of the low state of morals and the
amazing amount of ignorance, vice, and crime in the Bri-
tish natton. In his speech he stated that the number of
commitments of all ages, in 1841, was 27,580, and that
the sum expended on the suppression of crime was £604,-
965, that the criminal ta }es and criminal statements
furnished evidence that the evil was deep-rooted and in-
creasing, and that if something were not done, twenty
years would not elapse before there would be a general con-
vulsion and displacement of the system of society. Said
he, something must be done to rouse the people of this
country from the fancied sccurity in which they repose.
Among the carliest efforts should be one to enquire.
into the state and condition of the nation with reference
to drunkenness, It was true that the habit was some-
what abated, but it was probable if that abatement had
not moral principle for its foundation, the prevalence of the
vice might revive ; indeed, in the districts on which com-
missioners had reported, an increase was apparent. He
(Lord Ashley) would quote from the report of the committee,
which was moved for by Mr. Buckingham, in 1835. Many
witnesses were examined, some of them gentlemen who
had devoted the greater part of their lives to the study of
the subject. It was estimated before the committee that
the sum annually expended by the working classes on ar-
dent spirits was twenty-five millions; and one witness
stated, ¢ that he had no doubt that it was to a much greater
extent.® He (Lofd Ashley} had written to the chaplain of
a county jail, to ask ¢ How much of the crime which
brought prisoners to the jail he could trace to habits of in-
toxicution ?”—In reply, he wrote—

¢ In order to arrive at a just conclusion, I devoted seve-
ral nights to a careful examination of the entries in my
joume?ls for a series of years ; and although I had been im-
pressed previously with a very strong conviction, derived
from my own personal experience in attendance on the sick
poor, that the practice of drirking was the great moral pes-
tilence of the kingdom, I was certainly not prepared for
the frightful extent to which I find it chargable with the
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production of erime, [ am within the wotd in saying that
three-fourths ol the evhing committed is the result of intem=
perance,’?

In corroboration of that testimony, Mr. Smith, the gov-
crnor of the prison at Fdinburgh, wrote—

¢ Having boen for a nmumber of years a missionary
amony tho poor in Fdloburgh, and having for two years
had chargo of tho house of refuge for the destitute, I have
had, perhaps, the heat epportunities of observing how far
drunkennoss praduced ighorance, destitution, and crime ;
and tho vesult of my experlence is a firm conviction that,
but for the effiecls ol‘intompcmncc, directly and indirectly,
instead of having B00 privoners in this prison at this time,
there woulil not have heen fifty.*?

He (Lord Ashley) sid there was another very important
consideration to \V?Ii(‘h his ettention had been for some
years directed, and his oxperience of which had been con-
firmed by modieal men—he alluded to the effects of intoxi-
cation ou the woral and intellectual state of the peaple ; and
it was woll worth Inquiring to what extent intellect had
heen destroyed by, and mudness ascribable to, that vice.
This was more than n eurious fact, because, although there
were hundreda and thousands whose derangement of mind
was such as to make confincment necessary, yet how many
more must thore not be whose intellects were impaired to
an extent which foll short of that state which rendered res-
traint indispenwble,  Dr, Corsellis, of the Wakeficld Asy-
Ium, states—¢ [ un led to believe that intemperance is the
existing cause of nannity in about one-third of the cases of
this institution,’> o adds that—<In Glasgow 26 per
cent. 5 in Aberdeon 18 per cent”  Doctor Biowne, of the
Crichton Asylum, states—¢¢ The application for the intro-
duction of individunls who have lost their reason from ex-
cessive drinking, continue to be very numerous.”” At Nor-
thampton, the superintendent says, amongst the causes of
insanity intomperance predominates. At Montrose, Dr.
Paole says, twonty-four per cent. of insane cases arise fiom
intemperance, Dr, Pitehard, who was well known not
only in the modicul, but the literary world, wrote to him
(Lord Ashley)—¢¢ T'he medical writers of all countries reck-
on intemperanco among the most influential exciving causes
of insanity, Ksquiroly who has been most celebrated on
the Continont for his rescarches into the statistics of mad-
ness, aid who i3 woll known to have extended his inquiries
into all countrios, way of opinion that this cause gives rise
{0 one-half of' the cuses of insanity that occur in Great
Britain’—~Jour. Am. Temp. Union.
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Porter aid Neor Drugged with Cocealus Indicus, &e.

At a mocting of the Medico-Botanical Socieiy, held in
London on tho 27th of April last, Earl Stanhgpe in the
chair ; Dr, Conko drew attention to the subject of Coccu-
lus Indicus, ‘'This article, which is scarcely ever used in
medicine, and of no importance in the arts, is extensively
imported for tho purpose of adulterating beer.  To such an
extent is this thoe cuse, that wiiters on‘i;rewing openly ac-
knowledge the fuct, and give regular formuie for its em-
ployment.  Ono author states, that it is impossible to brew
a strong-hodied porter from malt and hops alone; and
almost all conear in deliberately recommending it, on the
around that it increases the apparen? strength of the beer,
and improves its inloxicating properties/  About 1818, nu-
merous prosocutions were wstituted by the Excise against
parties for selling or cnploying this subtance. In many
instances eonvielions were obtained, the persons pleading
guilty, with the view of escaping any investigation into
the mora serious charge of selling or using nuzx vomica for
the samo purpose, ‘There can be no doubt that the latteris
still employed (o a certuin extent 5 but it is beyond dispute
that tho ('acenlus is used fo an extent totally unsuspected
by the public or tho Government. Unfortunately no sepa-
rate account of the quantity on which duty is paid is kept



