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AN ANALOGICAL ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE

SOUL'S DISTINCT AND IMMORTAL NATURB,

In reflecting on the nature of the soul, as abe-
ing distinct from tire body, and destined to a sepa-
IRte, and continued existence, after the latter has
returned to its original elements, it is proper to in-
quire whether the doctrine stands alone and isolat-
ed or whether any annlogics are discoverable in the
system of animated beings.  If it stand quite alone
—if there be nothing analagous throughout ani-
mated nature to the supposcd fact that the spirit
of man may continue to exist after the dissolution
ofhis body—then our behef of that fact must be
surrounded with greater uncertainty. On the
other hand, if numerous analogous wstances exist
inother classes of animals, in which death is not
the extinction of their living powers—then the doc-
trine that such may be the case with man becomes
more credible. Let us then proceed to consider
the force and application of this argument.

We observe then that there are many well
known facts in animated nature analogousto the
supposed fact that the spirit of man may continue
to exist after the change which we call death.

Even in regard to man himself we observe and
know that he can exist eatire in very different
#tates, and after passing through the most remark-
able changes. At the carly commencement of
his embryo existence, he is little more then an im.
perceptible spech—having within it the salient
point of life, and the developing germ of all that
shall distinguish the future man both in lus intel-
Jectual and physical character. This living germ,
the essence and model of the future being, contin-
ues to increase in size, and to be prepared furen.
tering on a more enlarged sphere of existence.
While this accumulation of material substance, a-
round the original living speck, and the gradual
developement of the perfect human fonn is going
on there is as yet, we are warranted to affirm, ato-
tal quiescence of all the intellectual and moral
powers. The powers are there, but they havenot
awakened from their torpor. The mind is there
—in posscssion of all its native capacities—bnt ere
these can expand into active operation, the living
being must be separated from its present relations
and dependcncics, must come forth from its prison
house, and enter upon the relations and scenes of
what is to it, ag a new world, As we laok upon
the newly arived stranger, and contemplate the
change that has passed upon it, we discover evi-
dence of that great law of animated existence,
that the same living being may subsist in very dif-

ferent modes, and may pass through changes nesr-
ly as remarkable, as that of death, and yet not ou-
ly survive, but be perfected by them.

T.etus consider the infant thus entered upona
new mode and sphere of life, and trace his progress
to mauturity—and we will discover him underguing
a series of changes so great as almost to consti-
tute, in their extremes,distinct modes of existence.
We beliold the infant for severai weeks, after its
birth, nearly in a state of torpor and unconscious-
ness; it feefs hunger, and pain, perhaps pleasure in
alow degree, and these are the only signs which
indicate 1ts consciousness of life. It continues,
however to grow in size. Its mental powers a-
wakenfrom their sleep. It begins to perceive, to
distinguish, to remember, to compare. The body
is nourshed by food and enlarges ; that is, it assi-
milates, or makes its own, the nutritious parts of
food, so that what belonged before to insnimate
watter, now becomes part of the living frame.

Let us detain your attention here for 2 moment.
We say that the body assimilates the nutritious
parts of food so that what belonged to inanimate
matter before becomes,after this process of assimi-~
lation, part of the living frame—bone, or flesh, or
skin, or any other animal tissue. T'o simplify this
illustration, let us name wheat as the representa-
tive of all humun nutriment. Well, this wheat,
by the operation of the stomach and other organs
upon it,becomnes flesh,or Lone, and by the daily use
of this nutriment the infunt grows till he reaches
maturity. Now observe thut this inanimate matter,
wheat, has been so changed by some agency, that
itnow constitutes the bulk or material part of the
man. The wheat hastherefore undergone a great
change. It has entered into new combinations. It
has acquired new sensible propertics ; for bone and
tlesh are altogether diffcrent in their appearances
fromn wheat. We are prepared,in a degrec,for this
transmatation of the wheat from a substance which
possesses only vegetable properties, to a substance
possessing animal properties. for we have alrcady
traced the secd—acquiang bulk fromthe soil, the
rain,the air,s0 that wehave actually seenis,through
thesc, changed into that substance which we call
wheat. It is no greater wonder therefore, that
wheat should be changed into flesh and bone
than that the soil should be changed into wheat, It
1s only matter changing its combinations, and form
and colors—imecre accidents, while all the essential
propertics continue the same.  But observe when
wheat becomes flesh or bone, it becomes united
with a new principle, which we call life, animal
hfe—a principle that did not cxist in the wheat—
and which therefore it could not acquire from it;



