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AN AN(AL<GICAL ARGUMENT' IN SUPPOP05.T Of TUSE

socLL' D5isTiçt- AND 11DORTAL NSATURE.

In rcflecting on tise nature of tise sou], as a bie.
issg distinct froin tise body, anda desstissed ta a sepa-
rate, and cantinued existence, after the latter bas
rcturned ta its original elements, it 18 proper ta in-
quire whether thse doctrine stands alaise and isolat-
ed or whlciser any analogies are discoverab!e in the
systemnufazsniated beings. If it stand quite alaise
--if ihere bc notlsing analagous tirouglsiout ai-
inated nature ta tise supposcd faci tisat tise spirit
of mans eay continue ta exisi after tise dissolution
ofisis body-îisen our belief of that fact mnust bie
stsrrounded with greater uecertainty. On tise
other baud, if siusserous analogous instances exist
un otber classes of animais, ini wisich death is noi
tise exinction of tiseir living powers--ten the doc-
trine ihat snch snay lie tise case %vith man becomes
more credible. Let us thoen procced ta cosisidcr
thse farce and application of tbis argument

We observe itsen that there are many well
knawss facta in animated nature analagous ta tise
supposed fact tisat tise spirit of man may continue
ta exisi afier tise chsange tvlrchs we cal! death.

Even in regard ta mais iimsclf we observe and
knaiv tisa lise cau exisi cistire in verv diffiorent
âtmes, tnd afier passing tlsrossgh tise most rcmark-
able changes. At thse carly commsencemnent of
bis embrya existence, hoe is litile mare than an im*
perceptible spcck-4iavine witlîin i tise salient,
point of lifc, and tihe dcvelossing gerrn of ail tisat
sisali distinguish tise future mais bath in lis intel-
lectual and pîsysictil character. Titis living gerni,
thse essence ansd mode! af ie futurc beinrg, contin-
ues ta, incre-ase is site, and ta be preparedl fur on-
tering on a mare enlargcd spisere of exist ence.
White ibis accumulation of miaterit! substance, a-
round tise original livinsg speck, and the graduai
developesseni af tise perfect Isumian fane 15 going
on tisere is as yet, we are %varranted, ta affirri, a to-
tal quiesceece of ail tise intellecissal and moral
powers. Tise powers are tiiere, but tlsey have not
awakesscd from tiseir tarpar. Tise mind is there
-in possession of ail its native capacities--bnt ere
tisese caa cxpand into active operation, tise living
beissg must be separated from its present, relations
and depesidencies, muât came fortht from its prison
houme, and enter upon tise relations and scenes cf
whal. is ta it, au a new world. As wc look upan
thse ssewly afivcd stranger, and contemplate thse
change tIsai bas passed, upon it, wc discover cvi-
dence of tIsat great law or uniniated existence,
tIsat thsame living beuig# eay subsist ini vcry dif-

feont modes', and may pass îisrough changes cest-
iy as rcmsirkable, as that otf deatis, and yet not ou-
iy survive, but bie perfected by tbem.

Let us considcr the infant thus entered upon a
new mode~ and sphere of life, and trace his progre&s
to msturity-and we wvill discover hlm undergoing
a series of echangres so great as almost to consti.
tute, in their extremesdistinct modes of existence.
WVc bcisold the infant for severai weeks, afler its

birtis, nearly in a ste of torpor and unconsciaus-
ness; it feefs hunger, and pasin, pcrhaps pleasure in
a low degree, and these are tise only s igns whiciî
indicate its consciausss of life. [t continues,
hoivever ta grow in site. Its mental] powers a-
waken fromi their slcep. [t begins ta perceive, to
distinguisit, ta rememîser, ta compare. Tise body
is nourshed by food and enlarges ; that is, it assi.-
râslates, or makies its own, thse nutritious parts or
food, sa tisat what belongred before to inttnimate
inatter, now becomes part of' tise living framne.

Lot us detain your attention ibere for a moment.
We say tisat the body assimilates the nutritioa
parts af food sa tisat what belonged ta inanimate
reatter before becomesafter this procers of assimi-
lation, part of tise livinsg frame--bone, or flesh, or
skie, or any other animsal tissue. To simplify titis
illustration, let us naute wheai as thse representa.
tive of' ail bumasi nutrimaet. %Voit, itis wviseat,
by thse aperaion of thse stomnach and other organs
upon itbecoînes flesh,or bone, and by the di y use
of tisis nutriment thse infant graws tilt ise rmaches
snaturity. Now obszerve tisai titis inanýIMa-te mlter-,
wlseat, lias lieen so changed by sorte agcncy, tisai
it now constitutes thse bulk or material part of thse
sean. Tise wliaat lias tierefore undergone a great
chsange. [t bas entered iiuta new combinations. It
lias acquired ncw sensible praperies ; for boise and
iesi arc altagether dîfl'crent in theïr appearances
t'raînwleat. We are prcpared,in a degreefar bis
transsmutation of the whvat from a substance wvhich
possesses onfly vegetable îsropcrties, ta a substance
pssessieg unimal properties. for we have alrcady
traced tlsu secd-acqua.sng lsulk fromtbc soa], tise
ra.n,the air,o tisai we hsave actuafly scen ittirotigh
tiscsc, clsangcd inte that substance which we cal!1
%vlisat. It is no grester wander therciore, tisat
wvlicat sbould be clsanged inta flesh and bane
tisan tisai the soil shauld be changed inta whcat. lt
is anly matter changing its combinatians, and formi
and calars-- more accidents, wiie &Hl tise essestinsI
propcrtics continue tise saisne. Blut observe when
wheat becomes flcsh or botnc, it becames united
witis a new principle, whicls we cali lifé, animal
lifc--a principle tisat did flot exist le tise whcat-
and wikl therciore it cautl fot atcqisiro front it;


