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aible and ignoniiiiiots *' 'ere cir-
cunistanices for imi, as D)urer
iimiself says, giving- vent, for once,
to hiis righlteolus inldignation. S
intuch thc Ihiier stands the moral
eairnestnless w"ith whici lie un-
weariedly liveci lor his art.

lIn consideratioxi of tie niaster',ý
inanv-sidedness, Nve wxill begiiî tlie
survey of [ils niost important
wvorks with thc representations ot

z Mit

religious subjects. lIn themn Durer
hais broken thirough the limnitations
of ecelesiastical conception, and
portrayeci the sacred incidents, no
(loubt withi ail the L)etty details
peculiar to the age, but, at the
saniie tinie, lu purclv litunîanl
fashion, an d w'ith overwlîelingi
power. Ail the sublinuiitv of a
fancv as yet unbridled, andf whiich
wv.ndlers into the regrions of foruîi-

lessness andl extrav'agan ce, unfolds
itself in thie woodcuts of the
zl)ocalyl)se of St. Johin, wvhicih ap-
peareti in 1.498.

Above ail, we shouldj not forget
hiow iiniiel thie great mnaster ac-
conifflishied, thirotugh these aiff
numiierotns othier works. for thie de-
velopnient of wvood-er.graving.
Thie art ol cutting stanll)s withi a
raisc(l desig-n iii w'ood, or even in

inetal, and xvhich wvas
~-st.thien ern ployeci for inany

S practical purposes, was
alreadly known far baclc
in antiquity. lu medi-
aev ai timnes, such stam-ps;
w~ere macle use of,amn

\~other things or tnp
ing tapestry or clotlî pat-

Ol terns of varions kinds
'~" and thie initial letters of

manuscril)ts were fre-
y qucritly printed in this

'llic must frequent ap-
''plication of tis kind

- of wood-engraving,; xas
-n. ade after the four-

N. teenth century, for sup-
pying single leaves,

WIiL 'ere offered for
sale to t'le faithfül, at
thc places ofp1-ilgrimagye.

'l'ie rret onasteries,
Sk'illecl in the priactice of

*every art, also took up
- ---2. this, and sent îorth
--- ~T whole seis of engrav-

ingÏ S,--as, for instantce,
* the Biblia Pauperum,

the Ars ýMo'iendi, the
Apocalypse, etc. Playing cards
also, wvhich had been introduicedt
into Gerniany as early as *the close
of thie fourteenth century, %verc
soon struck off froma blocks,
thioughi at first preî)ared by tie

The first w~ho, by a perf.ect
artistic miastery, raised wood-en-
gravingy to the hieight of its mis-
Sion. anid mde it a powverful
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