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an cx 1)editiofl at any rate that suited lus in-
nato loveo of advcnturo. In the year 563,
-%lion forty-two years old, accompanied by
twcive conipanions, Columba ombarke-d in
a frail open boat of wickor ivork covered
-%vit1u bides. ie steored a northern course,
intending to land at the nearest point inScotland, from w'hich bis lovod native land
could not bo seen. Ihey landed on Colon-
say, but on ascending its hecighsteb-
tops of ireland were stili to be seen. So
tbecy re-embarked and rowcd or sailed fur-
ther north. At lengLli they landcd upon
tho small island of 11y, now loua, but long
farnfiarly known as Icohinkill-he Isle of
Colum. of the Ccli. It lies off the south-
ivecst ang-le of 'Muli, separated from it by a
narrow sound. Tiiere hoe found a shecitered
landing place, abundant pasturagre, and
enougli tillable land on which to Yaiso food
for bis littie coiony. From tho bighiest
point of it, looking in the direction of Erin,
notluing could bo seuu but the Atlantic
ocean. It was ont w* the busy worid, yet
near enough to suit blis purpose. libre hoe
ivould flot bo inolested in bis ivork. Ris
first step vas to secure a grant of the island
frorn bis kinsinan, Conlal McCoingail, king
of A.rgyll. This donc, Columba built bis
ccli of wicker and wattlo, and one0 for each
of bis companions, wbom ho subjected to a
strict routine of mnonastie discipline. The
Abbot's luut wvas on a knoli overlooking the
oncanupment. :Next arose a little chapel,
built of legs, with its altar at the east end,
and its sacristy iii which bung- the arnali
bell to summon the brotherhood te prayer.
To this w'ore added the library, the refeet-
ory, or dining-biall, and the kitehien, wbohre
the fire -%ould bc mnade on the middle of
the carthen floor. A stable and a barn
vero also crocted ; thon, last of ail, 'lGod's
acre," w-bore tbcy wcre te lay their bones,
w-as measured off and onclosed, and the
nuonastery -%vas compicte.

Two years having been spent in these
prelinuinaries, Columba, attended by some
of bis monlis, set eut on their first mission-
ary expedition, to couvert the Piots Iw-ho
livoci ou the nerth-eastern coasts of Scot-
land. They mnade a straiglut course for the
castte of Brude, the ]3ictish king, noar In-
-verness, eue hiundrcd and flfty miles dis-
ta-nt frein l-y. IlThey shall net enter bore,"
said Brude ; Ilclose the gates P' Columba
draws ucar, makes the, sgu ft coso

the barred doors, strikos them with bis
band; they immediately fly open 1 The
awc-struck king cornes forth te nueet the
xnussienary, listons devoutly te bis words, is
converted and baptized. Se runs tho story.
Disiuissin,, this miraculous le-end, it is cer-
tain that during te tbirty-four yoars in
wvhiceh Iona w-as bis home, hoe made frequeut
visits te the rnainlaud, and that lio covoè'od
the wvhole of the northern igblands with.
a nletwork etf nmission stations, at every one
of whicli i sinali cell or chapel w-as bujît
and a rnonk placed in charge of it. Hoe is
said te hiave founded one hundrod menas-
tories and threo hunldred colis. I-owever
titat xuay bo, Columnba wvas a nman of bound-
icss aetivity and influe:?,ce. lie is repre-
sented as a man of splendid physique, wvit1u
a pioeing gray oye, a sonorous voice, and
of noble bearing; a seliolar and. a pooL.
Impressive andcibot-texnpcred, lie w-as yet
tender-licartcd and gdnorous. Hoe claimed
for himself the rank of a Presbyter, but it
may bo franly adnuittcd ho w-as net a
Preshyterian eithier in his tbeology or bis
church polity. Hoe w-as bound by ne occde-
siasticai crced. Thoe is proof that bis dis-
ciples practiced auricular confession, the
invocation of saints, held te transubstantia-
tien, fastîng, and penance ; thcy made pray-
ors for tho d ead, and attaclied supcrstitious
importance te the sigu of the cross. On the
other hand, they rejected the w-orship of
images and the Virg,,in M1ary, and did not
acknowicdgoe the authority of Rome.

The acceunts of the last days of St. Col-
umba are very toucbing.. The time carne
w-hon hoe must lie down with bis fathers. -A
few days before the end, the oid Abbot wva-
takeni into the fild in w-hich, lis mouxks
wovre at, work. Rlaisin g himself te bis full
]ueiglbt, -svith a beavenly lualo irradiating bis
face, lue blessed the îsiand and its inhabit-
ants. On the last day of the w-eek le said
te bis faitliful servant Diarmaid: " lThis
Saturday wil be a Sabbath indced te nme,
for iL is te bc the last of my laborieus life,
in w-hich I shall rest frein ail its troubles.
Even 10w, nuiy Lord Jesus deigns to cali
me, and at lis cali 1 sluall go." On Sunday
nuorning, the 9th of June, 597, ho rose frein
blis couch and entered the chapel. alone.
\Vhen the brethren came, Columba vas
found lying before the altai'. A croivdl of
wveeping monlis stood around the dying .Ab-
bot. Once more luis eycs were opeued, and


