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THE LIFE CLOCK.
© ¢ fmerrisa siystid little clock,
No human cye hatuscen ; -
That beateth on—end begtetlyon,
From moruing until o'en. ;
Aud when the soulis wrappedin sicep,
And heargth pot a sound, |
1t ticks and ticks the hvelong night, .
3o And never runneth down.

How wondrous is that work of art
Wihuch knefls the parting hour,
. Bire urt ue’er formed, nor mind conveived
i Tho hfo-clock’s magic powds.

t
Marsetin gold, nordecked with goms,
Sy wealth aud pnnco possessed ;
ut rich or poor, or high oriow,
. Each wears it in his breast,

Whea life’s deep stream, "mid beds of flowers,
And still and sofily glides,

Liko thie wavelet’s stép, with & goatlo beat,
Iv warns of pagsing tides.

TWhen threatening taknoss fnhers o'er,
And hopes bright visions fipe,

Like the sailen stroke of the maffed osr,

" . 1 beateth heavaiy,

Whea passion nerves the warrior's arm,
Xordoeds of hute und wrong,

. Though heeded nutthe fewrful sound,

The koell is decp and strong.

~

Buch is the clock that moasures life,
OF iesh and spint blended,

And thus "twill run within the bresst,
Till tyat strango hife is ended.
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-Wr Lave received the Third Charge of the Re.
¥zr, the Bishup of this dicceso, deliversd st the
Chitysevents  Aunual Venvention, held in St.
Hes¥'s Church, Augusts, on Wednesday tho 9th of
July, 1856 Itis a leogthy and able” production,
Biing up fearlessly many of toe more voxed ques-
to8sof Church intetest, while maintaining, at the
&I time, 3 svundly conservative tona throughout,
Quasidoring at the outset the peculiar position and
Crematances of the Chusch in the present age, the

-1 Bishop begias by saying:—

* At the present moment, few thoaghtful men in
€2 ministry can fail to have me itated on several
guestions of passing interest, which, whean thoy sro
Lithfilly followed back, are found to reach down to
th3'to0ts of our ceclesiastival system.  How far are

, }¥e piepared to meet the spiritaal wants of our coun-
" {5y 2ad our generation?  Dues our Uhurch possess
423 exertise every power of expansion that must be-
{823 oths Church of Christ? How far can it

esent (0 atisfy those who love a bighly eymbolical
nitcal, ridh with the sdvrnments of consecrated art,

3@ Sue wWho aro stiracted by an exact and ascotic
* % ¢f prsonal diseipling ¢ How far, on the other

Ee, can it adapt itself 10 the spiritual tastes of those
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=2 woald indulze to the utmost ** the liberty of
,Fﬂfg"'a?;ing" in the secial mecting, or who delight
2210 Surst of jubilant song under the open sky ?
AR 3t project teelf against secrot Popery, or
2 Neology 7 s it to bs wished thas
3 £aculd,_prees any additional barriers, or givo 2ddi-

<l eteéngth to its sucicat bulwarks ? Are the

“urla which stand within i, side by side, perma-
#23 wisesities, or temporary mocidents? Is it bet
U2t ey should bo organized bodies, or does
S viiiation wnd towsrds ulimato sehiem J—
wliols Chureh act together, in the support
: its Sunday scho-
TS A Autier Babows of fove? It net,” What

¥

the saoved yespansibility. which is exercised when wo
admit to Baptism , to Confirmation, €ad to the Lord’s
Supper. If the stropgest viows bo adupted on buth
sides of many of these questions, and if the grounds
dnd limits of concession and oo operution ts not well
understood, thers is no extont of dissension, no
chasm of sepatation, bowover firmi able or di-as-
trous, whish is not conceiv:ble in the future. If
on the contrary, the true basis of that union which
our Church offers and upholds, bo thoroughly appre-
ciated, no nobdler destiny has ever boen before any
fortion of the great, azcramental host of God.

Furtker on, in alturfon to the perfect anity that
should exist in God's Chiurch, the Bishop continues :

* I blawo to man for taking, in any great ecclesi-
astical question whers activn is demanded, the side
which answers to his 'dvepest bonvictions, with
whomsoover he may thus be found; and if, lest he
should sct with a party, ‘he belio thoes convictions,
be isa timurvus traitor to his conscience. Noverthe-
less, 3 would conusel ew:{ minigter a0t o bind
bimself beyond the in:mediato qoestion ; forit is
indeed 3 buwiliating epectacle whingood men of the
me communion are rzmyed in tands whose very
principle it is 10 recognize no goodsdn esch othur;
whoq every other intarest i 77/ lowed ig tht one
which porhaps holds those together who are in mind
and bear. &3 widely various from obe auother as
from those whom the * opposs ; when the sympathies
which are freely and justly extended to Christians of
other communions are habituully withheld from those
of our own ; when every bovk, every measure,
every diseourse, i3 judged beforehand, not by its
merit, but by its sourcs, when they who must knesl
atone sitar, unite in ope fwiposition of hunds, sign
the same rolemn dovcaments, meet in the same sacred
councils, and do altogether which appertains to their
bolicat churseter, that of s christian Chursh, yet
seemto bave a neurer, dearer and moro intunate
relation iu which they cannot comwingle ; the relation
of parties within that Chureb, pledged .0 unceasing
and ugiversal rivalship, up to the very edge of ec
clesiustical separation  Iatsuch oewaro lest they
ghould provake the taunting or doubting inquiry,
What 15 the benefit of communion where there 13 no
fellowship ?

But our limits will not permit us to follow the st
rep prelate through the various digisions of his ex-
cellent Charge ; an: we must close by gquoting the
conoluding words in which is again urgently pressed
the duty of Christian fellowship :—

My brethren, let us not fear to do justico to all,
nor seck w defend the truth or the Church by sny
arguments which they way disclaim, and on which
our own hearis placa really no relianes. Nothing
will abide at last but the trwth itself It is s fear-
ful thing to live in a disgeise; to walk as if we dis
trusted tuose who indeed in our hearts wo revero ;
to ceem asif the courcienes wero interested whero
there is notbing beyoud opinion or teste ; snd oven
to make divivions in the Church of Christ, for mere
want of candor aud high integrity. Who can doubt
that if the best men of all schools in our communion
could cae together, with perfect openess, they would
e ey to eye, and beart would answer to heart, in
all of which cach of them traly bolds most preeious ?
Who can doubt that iftho best men of all Christian
communions conld thus meet, and could be entrusted
with duo prwers, the schisms which buve remained for
sges, wonld in a few days ccase? Ob, Lot us pot
£0 livo avd labor, that wosball bo compelled 23 we
spproach 6gr 2coount, o untevel the toll of years:
that wo shall be estranged 11l wo enter Paludis,
from thoee mith whom we & there to rejoica forn
ever ; thay our work shall be deetroyed, though wa
curxlves ghould be zaved 20 &3 by ficg; or, mosd

wrethod of all, that baviog been ¢t 08 watchmen
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which th8 Lessons aro’ read, ought to make it
hesitate to pronounce thut the Hith of the eopty
would of necesiity bo shiaken by a further ehang
To the majority of Lburchmen the Prayer %
version of the Msalins, that is to say, the trgn
tion in Uraumer’s Bible, is more fumiliar than tho
later renduring in the Authorised Version. It was,
indeed, the same line of reaxvning which ja now
sdopted against any alteration of wur existing Bible,
which preserved chat older Psalter in our Prayer-
books. ~ But the considerations whioh were then .
thought sutuciontly strong to outweigh such argy-
menty, 80 far s the Biblo itself was ‘concerned,
might provail aguin ; the authority of King Jame's
translators might be siperseded by that of a meza
accuzato version, just a3 they superceded Tyndall,
and Covardale with Crimmer and the Bishops of T
earlier age. The mery difficulty of seouring acespt:-
anes for a Biblo differing in phrascology frum thos
which we now pa-sess would not, in our epinion, fe’
insurmoutiable. 1t would be mueh greater than. 1
was ot the bégipning of the seventeenth cntury, b
caure tha Hiblo is mora lurgely used, sad mery famy-
liarly kvown than it was in that age; but & sine
geuneration might possibly outlive the “difficnity, and;
find the new Bible, ot tho clots of it =y Limiliae @
tiw old ~ We should be sorry fo afirm, either thas
is is impossible to malke a better version thsn we
have, or that, if o better versivn wepe made, it would
be wrong to desire its authoritaiive introduction

It is quits anuther guestion, however, whether
wa are so circumstanced 43 to bo abls to enter upon
t..¢ nndertaking without any probability of gaining
thaot advantage which alone cuuld justify the rigk,
For it is clear that, although (as we bave saidy o
now and improved version of tne Bible might super-
sede the old without any Petriment to faith, or any
serious shock to rovercnce, it by no means follows
that a new version—not being an -improvement—
would have the ssme snccess. And there could
hardly be a more deplirable condition of things than
the existence of two Bibles in every heuse, each the
watchword of a party. and the scorn of its foes.
Yo what lengths men may go in theicbostility to the
sacred volume itwelf, when it assumes this character
of an armoury for weapons aguinst their own belief,
the Bihle-buraing cutr.ges of Dublin and Birming-
ham will bear mtness. ~ The evil would be greater
in the cass wo are supposing than even in these
Romish malpractices ; for in proportion to the striet-
ness with which men reverence the Bible will be the
wischicf effected by snytbing that converts that
reverent rega-d into. dishike or coatempt. At pre-
gcat the book of Hely Seripture is the vne thing lofe
s 4 common object of roverence o the dissrse seets
which disfigure the religions aspect of Angle-Saxon
Christendom.  All appeal to it.  Nearly all refuse
to enter upon any discussion, or embruce any Lelies,
which does not seem, at least, to recognise its diviae
inspiration.  But, then, the book which they aceept
is one, not merely as to its divine oriinal, but in
tl.c forur and language which zetually influeuco wen's
affeetions and determino the doetrines they hold.——
To destroy this simple identity by the introduction
of rival clsimants in their behalf would be the sures:
way to worken, if pot to destroy it for ever No
ono cauge, perbaps, did so much to propare Europe
for tho overthruw of the Papel sule as the sight of
rival Pontiffs cxerciting for forty years the functives
of thozpontificate in open bostility, and dividing tho
allegiance of the Western Charch.  Whero ono or
the other must of necossity be wrong, i was to
disiant step to argue that neither might bo right.
Ho must be a buld man who could assert, in the
faco of German Ritionalism snd’ French Infdelity,
that 2o similar reault conld fo''ow the establishmerd
of @ ecesnd Bible) ¢laiming the howmape, but nor

securing the acceptonce, of the Protestant world.



