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(l:,a[g“‘uac carp had with St. John, lms )mppcnul to lot us l\no\v, A minister of Clmsl ought to do nol]unvv m(hout pray-
o~ T . , © > | though incidentally, that ag it was observed in his time | ¢r. In his closet, befors the oomponihon of a sepuon
e K?‘\L}jk‘_gﬁ'i_““" I’.LSS?\‘{S . - - .. | soitwasin that of his predecessors.® and in the pulpit before its delivery, ho sbould nevdr
Dly & date] 1 MorNwa }.m\r Astoitsoriginal, the Tord Bisbop of Bath and Welly, | omit to ask for the help of the Holy Spmt. Whenbo
in hi d Discourse concegning Lent, has showed, | i3 going to conduct a parncbial weeting, or to mnl.e Y

Jlas t|oen, 39iLuke 10'Gen, 42 gpn, 4 | i1 Dis learne ! » 103 ' b 4
$i. 75 2|3 Soaday taent Pot, 11t ,'uf" t. Titmm— § [ by very probable arpuments, that tho Christian Lent | pastaral visit, be should always engpeat of thé Lord to
'{;’“f.‘h}, MDA It }3' };},,.,,,, § | took its rise from thoJewish proparation for their yearly | be with himi and bless him. e should enter inta no
T - IR lv——l‘l"_—__—__—ml'—"‘;_,s——g expiation. He.likewise proves out of their own wiiters, | company without atking for grace to glorify his God
£ « gl Ll f—m T N7 4 | that the Jows began their solemn humiliation fortv days | and Saviour in it.  1fe shoul! commonte no undertak-
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BRING BACK MY FLOWERS.

“Drixe back my flowers,” said u rosy child,
As shic played by the streamlet’s side,
And cast down wreaths of the flow'rets wild,
Qn the ever hurrying tide.
Dut the streant Joyed on, and her greasures bore
To the far off spackling sca,
To return to the placc of thcir birth no more,
Though sho crléd * Como. back to Mot
Yo falcest gowns of thase forest bowers,
Oh streaw, bright circam, briog bnek my flowers.”

4 Bring back my flowers,” sald n noble youth,
As‘he mournfully s(ood alone,

Aud sadly thoughe on thé broken truth
Of a heart that was once his own.~

Of alightthat shono on his life’s young day
As Drilliant as.man oler knevw,

Of alove that hls reason had led asiray,
And to llm was no longer true,

* Return® hie 8aid, = Life'se brighiest hourd,

"~ Qh stream of Time, bring back my flowers.”

* Bring Lack oy flowers,” o motber sighed,
O'r the gravo where her infant slept,
And wheto ln her stubboruness and pilde,
Sbe, her tearful vigh kept, .
““Oh why docs the cradt hasidof:déathy
Seck vicilms so fair as she,
Oh why arcthe loved oncs of others left,
S¥hile iige is snatched from mc ? e
Who gave to thee Deatls, such cracl powers,
Oh grave dsrk ,,ra\-cl briug back my ﬂon ers i

*"Bring back my flowers,” safd & grey baired man,
Yor tho friends of his youth were fled,

And those hie had loved and cherished nost,
Were slumbering with the dead

But a fith'ln hisGod still chicered himon
THough the present was dark aud drear §

For ho katw that {n Heaven hic would meet 25310
“The fefends upon carth so dear.

* Como Death” lie crled, ** for in Eden's-bowers,
Our God will réstoro our long lost flowers.”

Religlous Miscellany.
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SHROVE TUESDAY.

Tae Tuesday after Qumquagcsxma-Sunday is gene-
rally called.Sbhrove-Tuesday : a namo given it from the
old Saxon sords Shrice, Shr 11, or Shrove, which in that
langoape signifies to confess; it ‘beinga constant cus-
26m amongst tbe Roman Catholies to conless their sins
on that- aa),an order to receive tha Glessed Sacrament
and -thercforo qualify themselves for a more religious
observation of the boly time of .Lent xmned;atd} en-
suing. But this in process of time was turned into a
custom of-invitations, and their taking their leove of
fleshand other daintics; ana -afterwards by degrees,
into sports and mervitacn’s, which still in that Church
mnake up the. whole-business of the Carnival.

. LENT.

Thou"b it ught to be the constant. sndeavor of a
Ghnshan to obserce’his duty at all times, and o bave
always & great reizard to what God: requires of him ; i
vt considering’ ﬂnc gréat corruption of the world, and
tho frailty of our nature, and.how oftep we, 1ransg-css
tho bounds of our duty, and how bickivard wo.are to
crass our fleshly appetites, it is-vensoxpedient-that wo
should have some'soiemn seasdn _appointed for examin-
ing our lives, and lbc exercise of repentance.

And aceordingly o find that, from. -the.very first
afiea of Chnslmnuy, Jtwas customary:for tho Christians
tw'set spart someltimo for mortificatios: and self-denial,
€3 preparo lhcmsch cs?r <l feast. of Easter. Imna:us,
whb lived bet ninety yeats from the, death of St. Jobn,
and conversed familiarly with St. Polycarp, as Doly-

Lbefore the expiation. Wherefore the primitive Chiris.
tians, following thoir example, set up this fast at the
beginning of Christianity, asa proper preparative fer
the commetoration of the great expiation of the sius
of the whole world.

The number of forty days scems very gencrally to
have been appropriated to repentance and humiliation,
Fornot to reckon up the forty days in which God drown-
«d tho world, or the forty years in which the children
of Isracl did penance in tho wilderness, or the ety
stripes by which malefactors were to be corrected ; who-
ever cousiders that Mases did, not ouly once, fast this
number of days, that Elias also fasted in tha wilderness
the samo space of time, that the Ninevites had precise-
Ty as many days allowed for their repentance, and that
otit blessed Saviour himself, when he was pleased to
fast, observed tbe same length of time ; whoever, I say,
considers these things, connot bat think that this num-
ber of "days is very sumblo to c\traordmnr} humilia-
tion.

It recgpves its name from the time of the year where-
in it is observed 3 Lent in tbo old.Saxon lanpuaro sig-
nuying Spring, being now used to signify this Spring
fast, which always begins so that it may end at Easter;
to rurind us of our Saviour’s, suﬁmnns, which ended
aL)us TResurrection.

'Durmv this whole scason, {56 Primitivo Christians
usac to gise the must public tesumonies of sorrow and
repentance, and to show the greatest signs of humilia-
tion that can be imagined : no marriages were allowed
of, nor anything that might give the lcast occasion to
mirth or cheerfulness.

Nor was the demeanor of the primitive Christians at
tomo- luss strict and austere than their distipline at
church ; they lay in sackeloth and ashes, and -tock po
carc of their garb or dress; they used no other food
t it what was necessary to prescrve life ; some abstain-
ing from tlesh and wine; others especially the Grecks,
furlearing all ish likewise a9 well as flesh: some cou-
tented themselves with eggs and freits; others forebore
both, and Jived upon bread, herbs,and roots : but all
agreed in thig, viz. that whereas at otber seasons their
fasts continued but 6l threc in the afterndon, they
wauld not on any day in Lent eat till tho eveniny, and
then sm.lx food as was least dehnle

A STIRITE &L M'\’D, AXD IIII‘ HADIT OF
FEGVENY AND CONTINUAL PRAYER.

—

A sPIRITUAL mind ought to be a distinz_ishing cha-
racteristic of every minister of Cirist.  This is cssen-
tial togive lifc and power to Ius ministrations. Wiih-
out it, all his duty will be performed in a perfunctionary

manaer; thero will be no * unction from the Iloly .

One,” cither in bis public discourses or his private con-
versation. In order that his speech and his preaching
may be “in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,”
he must have bis ¢ conversation in Heaven ;" Lis affec-
tions must be set * on things above, and not on things
on the carth ;” his life must be a Iife of faith in tue Son
of Ged.

Lastly - aminister of Christ must possess the habit of
fervent and continual prayer. He must be pre-cmi-
nently 2 man of prayer. Ho must pray for the influ-
ence of the Ioly Spirit upon his own heart and nnder-
standing, that he may bave a * mind and will> to the
falfilment of his office, and that he may know how to
behave bimsell in the house of God ; sad he must pray
for the inflacnce of tho saame Spirit upon tho hearts
and understandings of his people, that they may re-
ceivo'the ¢ love of -tho truth,” and may  walk worthy
of tho Lonl unto all pleasing, being froitfol of every
good work, and-intreasing in the kaowledge of God.”

® Tosch. Hist. Lol LS, ¢. 28 p. 1 D,
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ing without praying that it may be begun, continucd,
and ended in the Lord. o should likewiso continnally
ery unto the Lord for n blessing upon all his institu.
tions and all the mesas of grace; and for the outpour-
ing of' ulis Holy Spirit upon all classes of his people,
his commun:zants, his congregation, tko children of his
schools, and all who aro placed under his spiritual
charge. Lhus, and thus only, can a minister go forth
to his various duties, in the confidence that the Lord
will Lp with him, and manifest the ¢avor of 1lis know-
1edge by Bim in every place. Thus-only can wo ook
forward with an axsured hope that b2 shall finish s
cours3 with joy, and tho ministry which he has receiv-
ed of the Lord Jesus, to testity the Goepel, of the
grace of God.
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CATHEDRALS.

——

It appears by a paragraph in one of tho New York
dajly papers, that the matter of creeting o, Catkedre!
Churcli is attracting the attention of some of the churck-
men of that city. These who confribute to build Ca-
thedrals and other large and ‘cxpensive churches, are
not slways ameng the number who ars foremost, by
their Isbors aud charities, in the work of erecting plain
but comfortable churches and -chapels, i the

atker and more eplected parts of the world.
If-those-whom God bas wmado. higstewards, by ‘entrust-
ing thers with Ifis goods for a season, will not gite at
all, unless it be for the ercction of costly edifices, suh
as are o be fotnd in some of our larger cities, then 1:
is well to encourage the building of magnificent Chrie-
tian temnles; but if a half a million of dollars for such
a purpose s to bo withdrawn from those who wou.l
otherwise have contributed this sum in aiding tho
spread of the Gospel in destitute places, and in assist
ing to baild plain but substantial sanctuaries for thoso
who must worship in uncomfortable and unconscerated
places ali their days, unless their more favored brethren
show their love for them, by helping them to build a
church; then, we have no hesitatior: in saying that our
duty to the Church and to the world requires us, mes-
clearly, in this land and in this age, to build, as yct, to
mcet the spiritual wants of penshing sinners, rather
than to gratify the tastes of refined.Christians,

The time may come when the tide of emigration shall
rezch its flood mark in this country. —when the cl:'u'a.
ter of the peopic shall Lo no longerin the quick stat
of a fearful formation—when everything ia morals, p*-_
Lities and riizion, shall not be, as r.qw,in that plastiz
condition, wherein it is moulded, with frightful facility,
into the adamantine form of a fixed destiny—when
every neizilontlio.d will have a church—when therd
are ro new scttlements—no* Far West~——shen all ax
al!» and Cisposed to take care of their spiritual auts,
with the same regularity as they-attend to their world-
Iv afairs—then, in sach astate of (-oclct). it may bs
pmmab'c 10 spend a million fora Temple.

If our beanch of the Holy Catholic Church is to do,
fits werk, its great work,” and thereby succesefuliy,
answer its glorious mission,-then no time is to be lost.
Lvery soldier and servant in our pale, whether he b
Bxshop, I’ntm, or Deacon, “must ariso and pud
bisarinor on” “We wang keen and strong. blades ; we
want the armor thzf God has fashioned for His work 3
we want the \vLoTc of it, and we want it bmght apd
strong. It is no timo for § mwl ornaments. e shall,
00D h:n ¢ oscasion to cmp]o) the strongest and the best
we have in regl service. | I infidelity :md beresy,inall,
their shapes, are to be met and driven out of .the land,
then Christian laymen.and Clmsu:m clergymen-wiil
have comething to do which will allow them but ligtle
time far avy cmpb\ mepts which do-not hclong to-the,
wotk of planlm" the Cross aad” dcfcndm" it, with all
the ghostly power which God kas given thcxx_x. Therg



