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CENTENARY OCELEBRATION AT
NEW GLASGOW.

On the 17th of Septomber, 1786, Rev.
James McGregor, the first minister to
Pictou, whose congregation was the county
and region beyond, organized his first
sossion, the session of Pictou. And on
thoe 17th Sept., 1836, the centenary of that
event was celebrated at James Church,
Naw Glasgow, the services beginning at
1.3) p. m., and, with an intermission of an
Jwur and o half for tea, continuing until
1 p.m.

(g. W. Underwood, Esq., prosided.
Papers were read during the afterhoun by
Rov. E. A. McCurdy, on ““The Early
Settlemant of Pictou, and the position of
Civil, Social, and Ecclesiastical Affairs in
the Province of Nova Scotin Ono Hundred
years ago” ; by Dr. McCulloch, on ¢ The
Planting of Presbyterianism in Picton,
and its progress prior to the union of
1817 " ; by. Jumes W. Carmichael, Esq,
on  ‘“The  Political Influence of
Pictou Presbyterianism” ; and by Rev.
E. Ross, on **The History of Presbyter-
janism in Pictou from 1817 to the Union
of 1875. Iun the ovening, there were
papers by D. C. Fraser, Esq., on the
* History of the Cungregation of James
Church under its first two pastors”; by
J.D. McGregor, Esq., on the * Commer-
cial History of New Glasgow, and some
reminiscences of its people ”; with an ad-
dress by J. 8. M:Leau, Bsq., on ‘‘ Pres-
Dhyterianism and Progress”; and by Rev.
J. D. McGilliveay on ** The duty that lies
befare us.” The services were varied at
intervals by devotional exerciscs. The
music was of a high order, and beautifully
rendered by a well trained choir of fine
voices. In the lecture hall well Jaden
tables were spread, and during the inter-
mission the invited guests were entertained
1o tea. The services throughout were in-
teresting, some of the papers being of ex-
ceptional excellence.

The congregations of East and West
Rivoers, and the Harbor, can date their
separate existence, ns independent con-
gregations, back to the division of the
congregation of Pictou in 1795. Beyond
that time, the session and congregation of
Pictou, embracing the whole county,
which was Dr. MacGregor's first chargo,
and of which these divisions are the joint
heirs, reaches back to 1786; so that there

are differentcongrogations, which, as ropre-

-settlers were unmolésted
island. ’

-gofitatives of theso divisions, can, with

equal right, date their origin from a cen-
tury ago.

We trust that all these centenarians
will bring forth fruit in old age and be fat
and flourishing, an example in all the
Christian virtues to their younger brethren.

e

THE NEW HEBRIDES.

It is evident that unless n very decided
stand is taken by the British Government,
the Fronch have gone to the New Hobui-
des with the intention of remaining. The
reason given by them for sending troops
there, was that it was necessary for the
protection of French interests, said inter-
ests being a few traders. But the absur-
dity of such a claim is shewn in the fact
that in the two places which their troops
oceupy there is not the slightest danger of
disturbance, and in one of them there are
no such interests to protect. The two
placcs thus occupied are Havannal Har-
bor, in the Island of Efate, where M.
McDonald is settled, on the same island
on which our own missionary, Rev. J. W,
McKenzie, labors. The other place occu-
pied is Port Sandwich, in Mallicola, one
of the largest islands of the group.

The following is an extract from a letter
published’ in the Morning Herald of
Sydney, Australia, and written by a cor-
respondent. in Noumea, New Caledonia,
one of the Loyalty Islands, lying some
two hundred miles from the New
Hebrides, and belonging to the French.
He says regarding the two placesin which
the soldiers are located :

First, Havannah Harbor, in the island
of Efate, is8 a splendid port, perfectly
sheltered. This savage ? place, which calls
for the presence of Fronch troops to pro-
tect French subjects, has been settled on,
to my knowledge, for the last 14 years at
least, every one living in tranquility, as
far as the natives were concerned, and
both sheep and cattle belonging to the
1 over the

This used to be the great port of call
for all the Fiji and Queensland labor
vessels going to and returning from the
group.

Passing from Havannah Harbor, the
next port in ¢ occupation” is Port Sand-
wich, on the cast coast of the island of
Mallicola.

Anchorzge is to be had anywhere. The



