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Winnipeg Board ot 'Trade;
Anuual Meeting
The annua! meeting of ti:e board of
- trade was held on Tuesday afternocon
in the new boamd room.

The president, Mr. A. M. Nanton,
road an addross dealing with the his-
tory of the flnancial affairs and trade
roluations of the past year, as lollows.

Gentlewen,~You have now before
you the report of the council for the
Year, and In presenting it to you and
in retiring from office, I desire, fol-
lowing tlie example of my jpredeces-
£0Tf, W make u lew remarks regard-
ing our trade interests of 1898. It is
I think, 2 generally accepted fact that
the commerciat and financial mterests
ol Canada are to-day on a sounder
and better foiting than ever uefore.
During the year fust past, we have
had u bountufu: harvest and almost
all trado ludusiries show a large In-
crease In the volume of business, and
collections good. Winnipeg and Canada
a3 o whole, prospered in 1893, dut
during the next few ycars I believe
ouyr city and country will prosper even
to a greater cxtent. To this board, ot
courso, the position and progress of
Winnipees are o!f chief fnterest in dis-
cussing the conditions of trade. The
increase 0! the city s p-pulaiicn, which
£z now close upon 50,000, the large in-
crease in the whofesale and retail
trade »f our merchants, the improve-
ment in our streets and the erection
ol numerous large uand substantial
buildings, show conclusively that Win-
nipes is growing, and point to an cra
of prosperity greater than we have
over before enjoyed. To enable the
trade o! Winnipeg to expand, it 13 ne-
cessary that tlie populaton of the
country to the west, and to u certain
oxtent. to the eapt of us, should In-
crease, and it is therefore pleasing to
note that almost three times the
number 0! now settiers ar.ived in Man-
itobit and the west during 1838 than
in the previous twelve months. To
irsure the tiade of Winnlpeg lucreus-
ing to the proportions tw which, by
its positwon, it 15 enuitled, we should
not anly endoavor to lncrease our
wholesale trade, but should Increuse
and encourage manufacturing in the
city. and with that end in viow, we
should do everything in our power to
oncourage manufacturcers to  secttle
here. There is no way of ascertain-
ing whe increase of manufactured
goxds in Winnipeg, but 1 am of the
opinion that it lius not been as great
as the importance and position of this
city warrants. The expansion of this
country’s trade <epeuds largely npon
the success of our farmers, and it is
with satisfaction that we note their
fucreasing prasperity. They depend
upon the sale of wheat, live stock and
dairy prolucts for their revenue, and
when it can be said that from the
wheat crop of 1¥98 alone, after re-
serving what is required ‘or bread and
soedd, thie farmers of the Canadian west
will realize a sum which will average
more than $1 per day for every far-
mer for every workiug day during the
whole year, it secms to me we have
very little to complain of.

NDuring the past year a large am-
ount of lmportaut work has been
transacted by the conneil, which Ims
heen dealt with in detail in the re-
port now proeented to you, and J
should like to refer very briefly to
some of the points touched on:

MANITOBA EXPORT STATISTICS,

With our Iarge and cver increasing
exports, it appears to be of the great-
est importance that the Dominion au-
thorities should give in thelr reports

THE COMMERCIAL

accurate figures regarding the trade

of tho province, anq it is trusted that

the uction which this board has taken

will have the desired result.
CATTLE.

During 1898 our farmers and ranch-
ers reanlized more from sales of cattle
than perhaps in "nﬂ year of our his.
tory, Ii)ut it Is to bLe regrettod that
many thousands of young, unmatur-
ed Manitoba cattle were sold to Unit-
ed States buyers. This practice, if
continued, wlll have a1 most detrimen-
tal effect on our cattle Industry. It

Is  satisfactory to note that
the leaviest live cattlo ex-
porters of Canada belong to Winni.

peg. Most of the cattle exported from
Caunuin passes through Montreal, and
Winnipeg business men are now by fax
the largest individual exporters in
Canada, having shipped from Montrea)
couklleraby more than one-third of
the who'ec of the cattle shipped from
that port Ia 1898, and 1 find that with
one exception, they are also the larg
est exporters of sheep.
HOGS.

The hog industry is, in my opinion.
beisygs neglected  to an alarming ex
tent, ani should receive the consider-
atiol of this board. I think both {u
Manitoba and the Northwest Terri.
tories, the authorites should do what
is nceosary to increase the raising
of logs. 1 am a strong advacate of
the government assisting our farmers
in keeping up the standard of th:
nrolucts of the farm, and belieye that
thoy thould assist in improving ‘the
grades of our live stock. It seems to
me it would be in the interests of the
coulttry if a Jarger portion of the im-
migration fund was expended in Can-
ada than is done at present.

DAIRY PRODUGCTS.

Cheese and butter making is engag-
tng the attention of our farmers inore
awd more cach year, and I trust wil.
ere ‘aig. show a marked increase. for
iunsteal of Importing we should ex-
rort large quantitics of both articles.

TRANSPORTATION. B

The trarvsportation problem is of
special interest to Winnipeg and the
Canadian west and it is a guestian
which Is noiwv being largely discussed
in castern Canada. It is a fact that
at the present time, nearly ull the
wheat exported from Manitoba and
the Northwest is sent through United

States chaune’s, and untll th2
means of transportation through
Canada are improved and the

rates east of Fort Willlam reduced,
it appears impossible to preserve the
business to Tanada. I therefore think
that our castern outlets shohuld  re-
ceive the serious consideration of this
board.

I wou!d particularly draw your at
teation to thie fact of the liability of
the river at Fort William belug closed
to navigation before the closing of the
foo canal and eastern pports, on ac-
counut of proper arrangements not be
ing made, which undoubtedly can bhe
Jdo v to keep tlhe channel free of Ice
for .2 slhiort time each fall. The C
P. R. nve stated distinetly that they
have no control of the river, and will
rot in future attempt to keep it open.
1n my opninion. this is o matter which
should bie ia th2 hands of the Dominion
government, as it is of the greatest
importance that navigation st Fort
Williawe shiould he kept open as long
as it iy ° Duluth.

T AWAY EXTENSIONS.

Wit «g has Dbecome one of the

most .mportant railway centres in

.

Cansda, and the extenslon of every
line, no matter In what part of the
Caundinn west, tends to Inervcase our
trade. During 1898 extenslons ha-e
been mnde to the Dauphin line ang
tlw Northern JYaelfic and "Manitola
rallway, o portion of the South Euasu
ern rallway lhus been completed, a-.4d
work I8 now going on on the Ontari,
and Rainy River rallway. The Crow's
Nest rallway into southern Briti-h
Co umbla has alse beon comploted. The
butlding of the Crow's Nest railwuy
was a matter of vital importance, u .t
oinly. to Winnipeg and Manitoba, but
4's0 to our nuwerous custowmers living
Just east of the Rocky Momntaius,
Trade with the mining distriets of
soutliern Britkh Columbla is only in
its Infangy, and if preserved to Cunada,
will prove of tremendous importauce
to the trade of Winnipeg. Sh .ulg,
liowever, our competitors be allowed
to tap what rightly beloags to us, Cun-
ada will be a heavy loser. *“Trade™
ag has well been stated, “‘does not ful.
low the flag, but follows the price
fist."

In my opinfon, the establishment of
a fast Atlantic service is of vast im-
yortance to Canarda, and I believe
thai the country can afford to jay
@ reisonabte sun for the estavitshmen:
of such a service.

In considering transportation, the
improvement of St. Andrew's rapids
should not be'lost sight of.  'Phis
board has, In the past, urged upon tue
TCominlon government the fmportance
o7 the work, 50 far without succass,
aud I can only recommend that the
boanl s o'forts should be continued til)
the matter does recelve proper at-

.tention.

FREIGHT RATES.

Equitable freight rates are neces.
sary for the prosperity of trade. Liur-
Ing 1896, numerous adjustments and
reductions in rates have been made
which will be beneficlal to Winnipez
aud the west. The rates on our wheat,
flour and five stock, have been re-
duced, resultiug in a saving to our
country on .last year's crop ana cat-
tie s'spments alone of close apon
$300000, Our fioar is now beinx tak-
en to coast points and merchandise ba-
ing carried to Kootenay points at
lower rates. These reductions evidence
that the transportation companies re-
cogmize the fact that they cannot
prosper unless the communities they
serve prosper aiso. What is requi-ed by
transportation companfes to enable
them to give us lower rates, is fn-
craased traffic.

VACANT LANDS.

For many years past the boand las
been endeavoring to interest the
Dominicn authorities i connectlon
with the settiement of vacant lands
in tho vicinity of Winnipeg, aud it is
pleasing, to report that the hop the
minister ol the interior and the com-
missioner of fmmigrasion have, dur
Ingg the past year, ajpproved of a
schem(  Iarpely submitted Iy the
counctt, which has becn in operation
for somo months with most satisface
tory resuits.

All roporte show that the sules of
Iarm Ilands during the part yvear,
have been exceptionally large. 1 estim.
ate that quite 750,000 ncres were pur
chased almast entlrely by farmen,
during tho last twelve months

MINING INTBERESTS.

With the opening of the Kootenay
country the asccuring of coking coml
and the bullding of smelters, we can,
1 think. eafely assume that the min-
mg interests of British Columbla are
assured and we have now o sce that




