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H IN8lANE
Tho recent lases by hall storme in Mani-

Loba bas revived a discussion in tavor of hal
innurance. For manyycarsba-,kthequestion
ot hiait innuranco bas been periodically beforc
the people. Privato companios bavi bcen es-
tablished, but thoy have nlot beon very suc-
ceastul, and they have noL beau able to offer
a rate lew onough to induce tai-mers te large-
ly avait thomsclves ot this formn of protection
against boss freux bail. Soveral plans have
beau proposed for tho adoption of an oiriciai
systomn of hail insnrance.

A good systeux ef bail insurance la certain-
ly a thing te be desired. W*hile it may bo a
long timo betore the basses freux hait storme
will be as eevere as this yoar, iL is a toregone
conclusion that thora will be semae lases
every year. A tax ot 5 cents par acr on the
cultivated area et the province et Manitoba,
estimatiug the area at 2,000,000 acres for
1897, weuld produce the surx et $ 100,000.
White +.bis sumn weuld nlot cover the boss in a
year biko the presont, it would, nevertheiess
go a long way toward aileviating the needs ef
thosa wbo bave aufferod tbo boss cf their
coep.

An officiel system, et hait insurance, ou the
basis et a tax on the cuitivatod area, could bo
mxade either cetnpulsory or optional, through
the municipalities. If optioral the different
municipalities ceuld eleet wbether or not te
coma under the plan and share in the benefits
te bu derived fromn tho protection thus afford-
ed. One wouldl supposa that thera would
hardly be a tainmer in the province wbo woubd
net willingly subuxit te such a ta% in view oi
the protection wblcb IL wouli allord bim.

The Commercial will not go inte details as
te tbe working et a system of insurance on
this basis. Thera would et course bo diffi-
cultica te overcome in working eut the plan
te a practicai, basis, but frem a superficial
cousideratien et the question we cau sc notb-
ing cf an insurmouintable nature. 'Vhat la
required la insurance at a minimum cost, and
oniy ln this way ean the work ha accoux-
plishad at a sufflcientiy low coat toe etc groat
-value te the farmers.

COMMERCIAL EDUCJATIOII.
The question et commercial education lu

the publie achools la bagfinning te take prac-
ticat shape in Winnipeg, as would bo seen by
a report cf a committee appointed te consider
the subjeot, wbicb was publisbeod la The
Commercial at week. Tho report set torth
that iL àa betb feasible and dasirabie that
semns degrea ef special commercial training
bc given to the largo number et young people
who enter commercial pursuits immediateiy
atter beaving seheol. Tho commîttce con-
cluded their report by recommonding that
an eff,rt ha made te sacuro the adoption et
such regulations by the provincial educa-
tional authorities as would enable the board
te organise a commercial course for the
schools. The report et the committee was

fli'

adO)tOd, se that the Wiînnipeg sohool board
is now committed te the prineipie et ixîtro-
ducing commercial education ln tho schois.
No douht the provincial authoritios wil
roadiiy compiy witb the requost et the WVin-
nipeg board tor autherity te introduco a
commercial caurse.

Tho actien et tho Winnipeg sehool board la
uudoubtedlly a moya lu the right direction.
Trhe Commercial hai savardi tisr..s during
some yeairs past, adveca*o:l more attention te
commeroial oducation in the public scheelu.
The tact that overy town and city et any
importance new bai oe or more private
commercial sohooba;, indicates two things,
namoiy; that there is a demnand for young
people wvho bave bad a commercial traiuing;
and secondly, that the pliblie soels do nuL
impart this training. Lt the latter were the
case, the primae commercial scbeets woubd
net have been cabbed se freely inte existence
as they have been.

The aiu of our publiicschool systemnsbeuid
ho te impart a practical education. Tbis la
the ground 'the Commercial lias alwayg
taken. A commercial course la eminentiy a
practical course. The cendency bas un-
doubtediy been te attempt tee mucb iu the
public sehools, and geing on this tbeory
thora may be a disposition te oppose the
introduction et a commercial oours, on the
greund tbat the list ef studio-; la abready toe
long. It weuid bo baLter te drop some sub-
jacts, airoady taugbt, ln erder te mako room
fer a commercial course, than te oppose the
introduction et sncb a dasirable course of
instruction.

Tbe alux et our systoin et education sbould
be net se mucb te luxpart knowiedge as te fit
t'te Younig people ter the du Lias 01 lire. We
trequentiy comae across higbiy educated pao-
pie who ara unable te turu their bearning te
account lu a practical way. The Landency
la the past bas bean tee mu.th in the direc-
tien cf imparting knowladga, witbeut con-
sidaring the practical use te wbich this knowb-
edge could be put. It la et gi-eater importance
that the Young people sboubd be trainad te fill
use! ut positions ln lite, than that tbey sheuld
be watt up lu classics and ologies. Higher
educatien is ail rigbt ln iLs place, but iL
would ha botter te dispense witb this ideal, se
tar as the public schools are concernod, than
that the Young people sbould b3 instructed iu
the direction et higher education ab the ax-
pense et practical. educatien.

A bealthy tendency bas set in et laie te
give pubie education a tura in a more prac-
tical direction. Iu Germany, Gireat Britain
and other couctries a groat deal et attention
ba been given during reont years te tha
subject ef practucat aducatien. suob as wouid
ho poculiariy adapted te fit young people for
the duties et bite, ln industriai as weil as
commercial pursuits. Elucationista ir. Can-
ada woubd de watt te Lobe a note ef this tan-
doncy and profit hy the advalâcement made
in that direction in ether cSuntrics.

At hoine, the introduction et an agricul-
turai course in tbe schools et this province,
la au ovidence that we are working in the
rigbt direction. The mevemont te intro-
duce a commercial cetîrse is a furtber very
plensing ovidence et the Lcndency te make
public sohool eduratien more practical than

iL bas baen in the pust. TherA la ne roasn
wby commercial education in the pubira
sehools shoubd net ho a grat succoi. Tbe
effout et snob; a course would enable young
people te aîautn -v.eponsiblo positions inumie-
diatoly on leaving 8obool. Lt la the nid3t
practical unovo that cau bo made in the dirdc-
tien et fituîg yeung people diroctiy for te
duties et lite, whieb we repent should bc Ltlo
chiot aitn et our publie seheols. fliaides, a
commercial courje la; tar more* teagiblo thaux
an agric-iltural, course, fer enby the Lheory et
agriculture eau ha taugbt in the schools,
white a commerciul course can ba made
Lhoroughby practicai.

PROPOSED BUSINESS CONVENTION.
At a raceut meeting et tbe Winnipeg board

et trada, Presidant Matbawson propoed what
we migbL Lerim a bappy tbougbt, namoly ;
that a convention et business men, repres&ut-
ing ai partsof Manitoba and the Tarriteries,
sboubd ho beld lu Winnipeg. Tho majerity
et thosa prasent seemed favorable te Ltme seg-
gestion, aud the counicil was empowered te
act in the matter.

Thora weuld seaux te b6 ne geod roasen
wby a ecuvantion of this nature shoubd net
be a gx-aat succes. Soea ycars ago, The
Commercial, untidad by any organizatien,
workad up a vaxy succesful cenvention cf
this nature. The meetings w îre largaiy at-
tguded by business mon fremn alh parts et the
province, and thera was a very f ull and lu-
structivo discusion c! thme questions thion
interéâting the business mon et the country.
If this convention coubd bave beau tollowed
Up by an erganizatien, and a similar meeting
bebd annualby, great good would have resuit-
ed te the country, and business atT airs wouid
ne dabt ba"a beau in botter shape than tbey
are to-day.

An annual convention et business mon
coull net resuit otberwlaa tban as a great
geod te the country. Sema eft te avila wbch
afiuiot oui- commercial fabrie are LImeremIlt
l&argely et back et systeun. If systematie ac-
tion coubd ho astablisbcd, grat goed could bc
accompiisbod lu reduciDg sncb ovils as long
credits, etc. The discussion et these various
questions weubd bring mucb lght te hear
upon the situation. A confidence aud uym-
pathy would ba establisbed amoug business
mon, whicb would in Lima lead te more sys-
tom atie action among business men te correct
evils iii our commercial faaric.

Tii e course could net be accempiisbed
by spasmoeie action at long intervals, but
ouly by holding a convention at regular in-
tervals. le calling sncb a convention new,
tho idea sbould, ho te make IL a permanent
affair, with thre ebject cf holding a meeting
at tast once a year, or ottenar if circumstari-
ces warranted or neceaity sbould arise for
a spwal summoning cf a convention.

If thre maLter shoutd ha taken bold et by
the Winnipeg board et trada, tho necessary
organization would ab,:eady aiat for carry-
ing thi-ough the convention te a sucemal
issue, as watt as carrying eut Lthe wisbes df
tre convention for thme future, if it ware do-
cldad te continua the meetings.

Thora are a great many questions wbxch
could ho discussad te advantage at a convozi-


