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HAIL INSURANOE.

Tho recont losses by hail storms in Manm-
toba has rovived & discussion in favor of hail
insurance. For many years back the question
of hail insurance has beon periodically before
tho poople. Private companies have beon es-
tablished, but they have not been very suc-
cessful, and they have not been ablo to offer
a rato low enough to induce farmers to large-
1y avail thomsclves of this form of protection
against loss from hail. Soveral plans havo
been proposed for tho adoption of an oflicial
systom of hail insurancoe.

A good systom of hail insurance is certain-
1y & thing to be desired. Whilo it may be a
long time before the losses from hail storms
will be as eevore as this year, it is a foregone
conclusion that there will be some losses
overy year. A tax of 5 cents per acre on the
cultivated ares of the province of Manitoba,
estimatiug the area at 2,000,000 acres for
1897, would produce the sum of $100,000.
‘While this sum would not cover the lossin a
yoar likothe present, it would nevertholess
go a long way toward alleviating tho noeds of
those who have suffered tho loss of their
crop.

An official system of hail insurance, on the
basis of & tax on the cultivated area, could bs
made oither compulsory or optional, through
the municipalities. If optional the different
municipalities could olect whether or not to
come under the plan and sharein the benefits
to bo derived from the protection thus afford-
od. One would suppose that there would
hardly bo a farmer in the provinco who would
not willingly submit to such a tax in view of
the protoction which it would afford him,

“The Commercial will not go into details as
to the working of a system of insurance on
this basis. There would of course be diffi-
culties to overcome in working out the plan
to a practical basis, but from a superficial
cousideration of the question we can see noth-
ing of an insurmountable nature. What is
required is insurance at a mmimum cost, and
only in this way can the work bo accom-
plished at a sufficiontly low cost toho of great
value to the farmers.

COMMERCIAL EDUGATION.

The question of commercial education in
the public schools is beginning to take prac-
tical shape in Winnipeg, as would be seen by
a roport of & committee appointed to consider
tho subject, which was published in The
Commercial last wesk. ‘I'bo report set forth
that it i3 both feasible and desirablo that
some degres of special commorcial training
be given to the largo number of young people
who entar commereial pursuits immediately
aftor leaving scheol. Tho committee con-
cluded their report by recommending that
an offort be made to securc the adoption of
such rogulations by tho provincial educe-
tional authorities as would enable the board
to organise & commercial course for the
gohools, The roport of tho committeo was

adopted, so that the Winnipeg school board
is now committed to tho principle of intro-
ducing commoercial oducation in tho schools.
No doubt tho provincial authorities will
readily comply with the request of the Win-
nipog board for authority to introduco o
commercial caurse,

The acticn of the Winnipeg school board is
uundoubtedly a move in tho right direction.
‘The Commercial has sovoral timss during
somo years past, advoca‘el moro attontion to
commorcial oducation in tho public schools.
The fact that cvery town and city of any
importauco now has one or more private
commercial schools, indicates two things,
namely ; that there is & demand for young
people who have had a commercial traming;
and secondly, that the pnblicschools do not
impart this training. If tho latter were the
case, the private commorcial schools would
not have keon called so freoly into existence
as thoy havo boon.

The aim of our publicschool systom should
bo to impart & practical education. This is
the ground The Commercial has always
takon. A commorcial course i3 eminently a
practical course, Tho tendency has un-
doubtedly beon to attempt too much in tho
public schools, and going on this theory
there may be a disposition to oppose the
introduction of a commercial course, on the
ground that the list of studies is already too
long. It would be better to drop some sub-
jocts, already taught, in order to make room
for & commercial course, than to opposo the
iatroduction of such a desimblo course of
instruction.

The aim of our systom of educauon should
bo not so much to impart knowledge as to fit
the young peopls for the duties of life. Wae
frequently come across highly educated peo-
ple who aro unable to turn their learning to
account in & practical way, The teudency
in the past has been too much in the direc-
tion of imparting knowledge, without con-
sidering the practical use to which this knowl-
edgn could be put. Itisof greater importance
that the young people should be trained to fill
useful positions in life, than that they should
be well up in classics and ologies, Higher
education is all right in its place, but it
would be better to dispense with this ideal,so
far as the putlic schools are concerned, than
that the youug people should bainstructed in
the direction of higher education at the ex-
pense of practical education,

A healthy tendency has set in of late to
give public educativn a turn in & more prac-
tical direction. In Germany, Great Britain
and other courtries a great deal of attoution
has been given during rocent years to the
subject of practical education, such as would
be peauliarly adapted to fit young people for
tho dutics of life, in industrial as well a3
commercial pursuits, Elucationists iz Can-
ada would do well to take a note of this ten-
dency and profit by the advancement made
in that diroction 1n other countries.

At home, tho introduction of an agricul-
tural courso in the schouls of this province,
is an evidence that wo are working in the
right direction. The movement to intro-
duce a commmorcial course is a farther very
pleasing ovidence of tho tendency to make
public school education moro practical than

it has been in tho past. Thora is no roason
why commercisl oducation in tho pudilc
schools should not be a great succoss. Tho
offoct of such & course would onable young
poople to asume sponsible positions imuo-
diatoly on leaving aghool, It is tho mdat
praoctical move that can be made in the dirds-
tion of fitting youug poople directly for tho
duties of life, which wo repoat should be tho
chiof aitn of our public schools. Bxidoes, &
commoareial courso is far more feasiblo than
an egriciltural courso, for only tho theory of
agrisulture caun bo taught in tho schools,
while & commorcicl courso can be made
thoroughly practical,

PROPOSED BUSINESS CONVENEION.

At a recont moeting of tho Winnipeg board
of trado, President Mathewson proposed what
wo might term a happy thought, namoly;
that a convention of business men, represcnt-
ing all parts of Manitoba and tho Tomtones,
should bo held in Winnipeg, Tho majority
of those present ssemod favorablo to the sug-
gestion, and the council was empowered to
act in the matter.

There would scem to be no good roason
why a ccuvention of this nature should not
bo a great success. Some ycars ago, The
Commeroial, unsided by any organization,
worked up a very successful convention of
this nature. The meotings wve largely at-
tonded by business men from ali parts of tho
province, and thers was a very fulland in-
structive disoussion of the questions then
interesting the business men of the country.
If this convention could have been followed
up by an organization, and a similar meeting
held annually, great geod would have result-
ed to the country, and business affairs would
no doubt hawe been in better shape than they
are to-day.

An annual convention of business men
could not result otherwise than as a great
good to thecountry. Someof theevils which
afiliob our commercial fabric are the result
largely of lack of system. If systematic ac-
tion could be established, great good could be
accomplished in reduciog such ovils as long
credits, etc. The discussion of these various
questions would bring much light to bear
upon the situation. A confidence and sym-
pathy would be established among business
men, which would in time lead to more sys-
tematic action among business men to corroct
evils in our commercial faorio,

This of course could not be accomplished
by spasmolic action at long intervals, bat
only by holding a convention at regular in-
tervals, In calling such a convention now,
tho idea should be to make it a permanent
affair, with the object of holding a meeting
at least once a year, or oftener if circamstan-
ces warranted or necessity should arise for
a special sammoning of a convention,

If the matter should be taken hold of by
the Winnipeg board of trade, the nccessary
orgamzat.ion would alveady exist for carry-
ing through the convention to a successfal
issue, a8 woll a3 carrying out the wishes of
theconvention for the future, ifit were de-
cided to continue the meetings.

There are & great many questions which
counld bo discussed vwo advantage at a conven-




