ArriL 4, 1876.]

the year, in quauntities lasting six (6) fnnd!
twelve (12) months, [For movements against]
the Indians, or trains cwned by the Gorerameal
are 1nost economical as regards expense of
cost and supplies for moving the heavy,
stores. They require no grain, and il the
movement is antcipated, grain for the ani |
mals and beef for the troops can be placed,
where they are required in ample time, or,
they furnish almost a moveable post for any
position, As a mule-train can only carry
over that country grain to last them about
sixty (60) days, the atove method hus its
advantages, besides the mule and pack
trains are left free for light and rapid move
ments. And here let me remark in regard
to forage, that by slow and short marches,
good and sufficient grazing, without the
danger of stampeding, horses or mules
could march an unlimited distance for an
indefinite period, for long and rapid pursuit
of an enterprising enemy. frequently with-
out grazing, with poor water.the strength cf
the Cavalry and avimals must be priserved,
or it results in a few weeks' campaigning
and several months' remounting and recu-
perating. Hence | would prefer for effee-
tive and continuous campaiging, two ()
companies of Cayalry supplied with the
regulation allowance of short forage, to eight
(8) companies 3tarved for want of grain, cr
weighed down by a superabundance of
grass, especially when the command is ex
pected to capture or exhaust the thonsands
of hardy ponies that «ftord the la'lians con
venient and valuable relays. As the great-
est difficulty in Inditn warfare isin finding
or surprising the enemy, often requiring
exaustive marches, (in one instance nearly
500 miles,) it is empathic.lly the ** one step
further,)’ the rapid pursuit, (of one or two
bundred miles if necessary,) which strong
horses can sccomphish and weak ones can
not, that insures the victory. Itis therefore
economical and eminently advisable to have
supplies at accessible points and that the
transportation accompanying the force, be
it great or small, should be suflicient to
supply the command for from forty (4U) to
sixty (60) days.

Desultory scouting, oftcn made without
positive design and with less result, hase
tiresome, exhnustive and ir juiious influcnee
upon the Cavalry.

Friendly Indians or daring scouts ¢.n be
more e¢conomically emp oyed to hust for
tue hostile eamps, discover trails or move
ments of Indians, and Cavalry saved for the
direct march, resistless dash and rapid pur-
suit for which that arm of the service isso
well adapted.

COMMUNICATION,

1t would te cconony to connect all of the
military posts by telegraphic communica-
tion. The signa! service was _fpun;l useful
bothby day and night: an ad(imop‘.l neans
of communice¢ton by rockets, which, 10 ex
pleding, skould leaye a dense smoke bigh
in the air, for day, similar to the colored
light used at night, and which could be

“seen at long distances. would be of scrvice
- anly kind of warfare.

k3

their trial

“T'heiléve 1hrt genuine carrier pigeons
winld be raised at the frontier posts, and
used 1o great advantage; they would carry
o messafb acroda the Staked Plains in & few
tours, that would take weeks to send round
ty.the usual route. I wonld recommend

‘ THE BI8ON i
ich has from lime Immemorial furnished
R’? Pls?g’:lg:iifmq" heir Tood, shelter and

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

ed, the difficulty, as far as the Plains In-
dians are congerned, is settled permanently,
Snme idea of their destiuction may be
gathered from the fact, that a half million
of Lides have been shipped from a single
station 1n one season, and a thousand men
employed in the husiness ; during the past
three years the vast herd has dimunishedl
one fonrth (}.) This is not to e regretted,
as they range north and south over the

middle belt, occupy a pastoral ecountry
which should be covered with domestic
stock., This belt will become the great

channel of trade between the c¢ittle regions
of Texas and the railroad commuuicitions
and nuning regions of the North.  The iit-
teen to twenty million*dollars in cattle that
now are moved over a long anl less direct
route, will find their proper course along
the head waters of the Hed and Cauadim
rivers,

|
i
CAUSE CF HOSTILITIES AND MBEANS OF PREVENTS

ING A RECURRENCE,

The cause of hostilities i3 not generally
understood by | ersous remote {rom the In*
diang’ country, anid unacquainted with the
subject.  In considering tie subject 1t is
useless to denounce the savage instincls of
these peopie, or to allow sentiment to inter
fere with unbinsed judgment, The plain
ung-nvniuhed truth, us 1t appears {0 those
wt:0 have an opportunity of observing, is
most productive of gnod, and in this respect
much might be said explanatory of the
Indian’s cause for diszffection but naught to
mitigate the atroeity of his crimes.

Whatever may have given 1ise to previous
outhreuks, it cannot be claimed thut the
diflicuities during the p.st season have
beeu occasioned by the intrusion of the
wlite men upon any rightor privilege of the
Indian,

The real ciuse, in my opinion, arizes from
the fact that several thousaind wild savages
are gathered and placed on remnte reserva
tions, under no other coutrol, restraint or
influence than that exercised Ly one ortwo
individuals, beyond, o1 on the verge of civi
iz 1tion, where thioy sce only the woist fon
tures of the same, without ever having an
opportunity of seeing or knowing any of the
more eievating influcnces that govern civi-
lized people,

The Iudians, accustomed from childhooil
to the wild excitement of the chase, or con
flict with some other hostile tribe, tauzht
that murder is noble and lower degriding,
canmot be expected to sud.lenly change
their natures and tecome peaceful agricu.-
turists. Without occupation, they lead an
indolen:. listless, life, the very foundation
of vice and crime. Through direct and in
direct means, they are allowed to provide
themeelves with the most improved wea-
pous of war, snd this inflimes theirsavage
uitures and gives them contidence in their
own strengh. Annther and still stronger
reason for disaflection, (vne that will demor-|
alize any people and which tends to create
great dissatisfuction and arouse their turbu-
lent spirits.) 18 the fact thit the provisons
given them are insuflicient to satisfy thewr
wants—they have been for weeks without |
the bread ration, and their year's allowance .
of fond is exhausted in six (6) or sever (7)),
months—thus they are half-fed or hif-:
starved.  Unider tnese circumst nees lhf-yt
become dissatistied and hostile, * ripe for!
any crimie,”’ an annual outbreak is the res::
ult, with all its accompanying horrors. As’
these powerful tribes have been thorouyhly
subjugated and are now humble suppliants

eiment, is fact disappestibg aud will soon
. heconie eit‘mcl;‘ "

When his Is acécmiplishe

for pardon, charity and mercy, the remedy”
18 as simple as it is app rent (o cvery one.
acquainted with the subjct. =

0)

Dsarmed and dizmounted, and kept so
they should be placed under some govern
ment strong and just enough to command
their respect. Their thousands of ponies,
us-ful only for war or the chase, should be
sold and the proceedsreturned to themn do-
mestic stock , they should be encouragad to
become n pastoral people, thus introlacing
them to asemi-civilized condition as a grad’
uad approach to a mora enlightened state
As the Government lias provided them am.
ple and rich reservations, it weulit be bet-
ter to place them withun the p.le of civiliz.
tion, or the s=ttlements can be throwa
avcund them by opening the torritory to
tue west. Welirelothed and wellfed, and
sowe  employment given  them  which
would be gamewhatin accordance with their
former habits © their auncities given them,
not in wuscless tiinkets to  gratify their
sivags tastes, but in useful property that
they could improve.  Uunder theso treaties,
they have Tad, (lmost without limit.) fond
and clothing, aud with these they have
the elements of wealth which no other peo-
e on this continent possess.  A'l thoy re-
gnire is industry, apd a zareful and jadi-
clous management of their affairs for a
nuwnber of ye.rs, to mike them one of the
richest classes in the country. Buat little
could L expected of this generatim, yet
the benefits 10 the oua thit foilows woulid
ba beyond }lxe ;?t)sslbmty ¢f doing horm,an i
the wvuast frontier country freed from their
terrifying nnd devastating presence ; besides
there vould be an annual s.ving to the
Government of many millions of dollars.

Wherever anything like the above has
been tried, it h:is been eminently success
ful. anla mirk-d instance of this is the
powerful and now prosperous tribe of Navas
jres of Now Mexico ; whila tha strong, in*
duostrions hut degenerating tribe of Cheyen®
nes prove the folly of the fraitless experi:
ments and yu-iliating poliey that have gov:
erned them for the pist twenty (20)) vears,
The sooner they are made to know and real
izo the beunefits, advantages and bles-ings
of civiliz tion, tha quicker will thev become
civiized and christamz:d, and it is to be
hoped thit wisdom m.y be learned by the
expert.-nce of the past, a- d & more humnne,
Jjudicious and economicl course pursued in
the future.

I have in preparaiion recommen-lations
that the following named offi rars. wno have
performed especially gitlant and viluablo
services, be brevetted — As the rewirds at
tainable ave so shight, [ teast that these re
commendations will mect with such appro-
val and prompt action as will assure these
officers thut their G vernment appreci tes,
and to the extent of its legul authority, re*
wards their services :

Mjor wd Brevet Lieut. Colonel Chase, E
Compton, 6th Cavalry,

Captairt and Brevet M jor Pullius C, Tuap-
per 6th Cavalry,

Captain and Brevet Major Asdina R, Chaf-
fee, 6:h Cvalry.

1st Lieutenant (iiibert . Overton, 6th
Cavalry.

20d Licutenant Prink West 6th Cavalrv.,

2nd Lieutenant William B, Wetmore, 6th
Cavalry.

oad Licutenant Anstin E
Cavalry.

201 Lieutenint Thomas B. Nichols. 6th
Cavalry,

Captain and Brevet Licut.Colonel Chas.A.
[Lartwell, 8th Cavalry.

Ist Lieutenunty Henry W, Sprol s, 8th Ca-
valry.

Captain und B evet Major Wyll s Lyman,
5th latantry. ’

ITenely, 6th



