Avaust 5, 1873.]

tho mmjo space, db tho same apeed, and so
on. Whethdér this boso or not, tho greatest
importapco hipst bo  alfached by ail prac-
ticit men 1o thin suggestion as to cotlecting
data fof edolutionaiy purposes fromthe per-
formapces of the various ships, and of
tabulating them for use in fleet evolutions

an idoa for which the credit is due to Com-
mondes Duwvson, The kind of information
that would thus bo collectel 13 indispens

ablo if the heloton formatin is to be adopt.
ed--and it 1s.already adopted in the Frenol

Navg, if 0ot albo 1 the Kussrw,  As the
Decue Goloniule eo pointedly says : “‘Fho m.
terior arrungements of n-flecl m orderof
Lattlo capy  only: be réndered truly eflectivo
by a thorough-acquaintancs.with-the epecinl
buslities of every vessel in the fleet.”  Bot
1his knawnledge cannot be obtatned except
by some guch method of experimenting aud
tabulating results as Comnnnder Davson
has suggested, Until thisis dopa—naud there
is no ranson why it shonld not be commenced

within the mext forly ctght  hours—we
see no good whatever m  ntroducing

signals for the peloton formation 1 to the
naval code.., .
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A TAXPAYER'S IDES OF THE MILITIA.

From-time immemoral the militia of the
countyy bag been the subject of all sorts of
sneers anq taunts on the part of ‘- grasping
wxpayers *’ and every dollur expended by
the authgrities for the supporl or encour-
agement o} the National Guard has met the
wolf.like growls of these anvaricious land-
holders. They look upon the militia from
one point of view only, and that i3 from the
directiony « F their pockets. ‘To illustrate this
weappend the followingidea of a correspond-
ent of the Brooklyn FEagle regarding the

_ nnhua, as called !orth-by the proposed pur-
chase of a site for the Thirtcenth regiment
armery. Hesays:

Coming to the theory of mililia, for intra.
mural service, that proposition is inherently
shsurd. Tlie foundamental principles of its
organizition are for field service only,and its
ostablishmeht in this country ias been with
no conception other than thar of national
defence.  Its long lines,cumbrous weapons,
and plinlanx characteristics, are whol'y un-
suil. bletotho streets of a city. It has never
been ealled.upon excepl ns & mer incidental
fesouree, sqmething hiko using a fire engine
1 drivo a.swarm of bees from a valuable
horse. And thea its application has been so
savage, s0 unsdifectly, so imdiscriminating,
s like tho club of a giant upon the
+kull of &yt infant, that it hmsin everyin-
stanco been a disgrace 10 civil governmmnt

" wumeof peace. Witness the 13thof.fuly
noty and the Astur Place riot. The dralt
nots o nol:icome. mto the argument, for
they occurrettan time.of war, when all thinge
were exceptionaf, and the encmies of tho
Governmient were entnely segreymted from
the rest of the people.  Besides thisdepend
wuce.upon: theanihluifor-the preservation of
the peace is:a sianding 1sult ro and a deva-
gaton of our costly pulice. By this arroga-
ton of the m:litis, 1he cprit decorps of the
police is vitally wounded. Fuey:do not feel
digmfied with the lughest 1den of guardian.
ship of the people. And,too, tlus prrferenco
reetns all the mare nonscnsical when we 1w

cllect that the police are, as a body, ma- i

Wwre uen, tramed for danger, wured to
hardstup, aud afe hiving a hile of continued
wilitary disciplive, Pohce service is their
prefasion, and ghey.iave no ather calls to
distract them Jrom dusy. AN of theso
qualifisations are  opposity o those of the
wilith,  Tue miliua are young men, almost
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y unanimously romantic in their military idens

unural to danger, and, when called upon on
that rare occwvion of riot—which don’t hap-
pen once in tho lifv time of averpge militia-
men,and which is always moroe of & bugaboo
thu a el mischief— they araapt tobecomo
nervous, and to go off hall cocked One
plitaon of well trained, old man police, with
revolvers ind clabs, acquainted with tho ro:
gues and tha 10oughs, is worth ina street
ight; 2 whole regiment of wilitia, and itis
they wlio shotuld have our spare inoney.
Some of cue prominedt mulitty ofiicers. who
may be jastly proud of their pusitions and
their commands, bluster out about the
cconomy of thoe militia,insaving the property
of1he city in caso ofa riot. Swufl and
nonsense ! [fivtory shows that they always
kill more innocent than guilty, bt thit tne
police make a sure pap every time. What
ts thé congideration of property when com
pared with one innocent life tnken?  Ther,
too, we are not the actual possessors of &
tiot, Lut we are the actual possessors of a
continud dr.dn upon our pockets for this
wilitia, The militia tell us they are neaaly
self supporting, but the Joint Board,wo see,
calls for $12,000™m yoar in the budget for the
current expenses of the malitia; and wa are
roing to bo importuped each year for §150,
04 for an armosy.

Now as to the patiiatisin in msintaining o
nulita, 1t may be said  that war is as uncer-
tain as a viot.  lhis gencration of taxpayers
are not hikdly to permit anotber war. The
experience of the last war shows that a vol-
unteer army csn be raiscd, equiped, and
drilled from raw recruits much sooner than
they would bie required for the field. The
text-book and West Point will always be
sufficient {o start on without the continuous
expense to the people of militi schools.
We have our parade yrounds, which is worth
half a million of Joliars, set asido for the
mere purpose of forming *regimental” or
**brigade front’ oncea year. Whatamon
strous and almost idiotic extruvagance, con-
sidering tho extremo improbability of any
one of these militiamen cver being called
upon in time of war to the ‘divisionsofa
battale know,” or to **set a squadron in the
field™ \Wht can we do with a regimental
or brigade front inside of the city ?‘The only
possible use of infautry in the city isfor
streel firing, and yet the Niational Guard
have never thought of making that a general
drill. But even that isnot applicable to tb
city, in ordinary riots, for a musket ball wul
g0 asquarterofamile at all aungles afterst
strikes a stone or brick, thus bemg hikely to
kill more innceent than guilty.

No fault neexd be found with the militit as
a means of diversion to young men and to
old men who are younger than they ought
10 be, nor with their esprit de corps. Thoy
como together from tho noble impulses of
manhood. Theonly suggestion to offer to
theqi is thit they should be enlirely self-
sapporting, cxcopt as toarms amd equin
ments,  They are very pretiy as they march
along, as pretty asa thestre or a pcture,
and they bear just about as much relatron to
resl war as & thealyo does toreal life. But
we area generoos people, aud will not
higgle abus a few thousahd dollars a year
for our militia if they do not make too ex-
trneagant and important demands.  let this
te a warning that they might break the

cuael’s back and themselves be thoe agency

sagatious enough to get quit claim deeds,
mayiyot bo utilized.

When the copital of thenation was almost
entidely at tho maroy of a robellions South
(his pame depreciated wmilitin was the first
to respond, and the prompt servico rendesed
by {he Sixth Maseachuselts. Sevenih New
York, and the hosts of our militia organize-
tiong,, will ever bo memorable in the history
of the country. Itwas wupon thess very
samd militia men the governwment largely
dcp;mled for officers an } instructors of thy
disorganized masses of patriotic citizens theu
flocking to tho ail of the government. and
theré is searcely a militia regiment of those
daysithat did not then and during tho war
Furnish hundreds of ofiicers to the raw mas
§¢s ih the field. It was o the schooling—
be it little or great—obtainad in-the miljia
that our Army wasindebted for tany ex
cellent officers, und it was this same inilitia
that saved the capital in the beginuning, and
in the end nided largely in putting dowa the
rebellion. The Government has showa that
with its small standing Army, it must de
pend 1 cage 6f war gpon’its militia ; and it
hins been too long blind Lo its own interest
in not adopting some such national militix
law as has been urged upon the attention of
Congress. In timo of peace, parliculatly in
Jarga cities, tiie organizad militia has a mor-
al influence, and sithout tlic effect upon the
mob of their knowledge of the presence of
troops in New York it would not be securo a
day from riot. T'bis city containg at all times a
turbulent clasy, ready to avail itselfof any
excuse for plunder, and a2 class which a.poi-
fce forco three times the present strength
could not control, as the experience of our
draft rists has shown. In the 1b&énce of
the tititia «t-tte front in 1863 the rmob, in
face of the efforts of the regularly organized
police, held partinl possession of the city for
days, ‘The miirtia in the *Orange riot"? of
1871, despite its blunders, qaeliedl anor-
gamzed riotin n few hours, and the coffect
of tho militia uction on that day has pre
served the peaca on the 12th of July ever
since. ‘Lhere are people who would lave
the National Guarl engagedina serids of
fighting annually, 8o as to show to-the pub-
licthat they really are valuable in preserv
ing the peace. ‘thoe militia can be mado less
expensive and more effective by judicious
weeding and -goneral reduction, Lt citizens
who inany way depretiate 'it3 valusasa
school for the Army in time ‘of waranda
aafoguard of Lthe public in‘tinies of poace,aro
ovidently talking about what they donot
understand. 1[ the militiamen’ were now
called upon for a. day’s actual service, the
trxining yoang men obwin from their.con-
ncction with a properly érganized and discip-
lined military body 18 worty allit cdstsn
time and mouey. ‘Tho argument of the
Eagle provesonly that.if wo have amilitia
itshould be probably orgamized, properly
trained, and properly disciplined. .Carried
beyood that 10 its finat:conclusions,. itaould
do away with.overy school and.collégo in
tho land, turn our chiirches into fadtories,
add our mstitutions of learning into svark-
shops., Thereis an urgunientwhich can be
mede in favor of dojog akay with tho wholo
of our complox modern system and . Fetuc-
ing to tho primitive simplicityof ourau
cestral tillers of:tho ficld and keepets of tho
flocks, but until that canclusibh isreached
wo shall continuo-to believe-that the'Army,

‘of the decline of their institution.  The sty with all of its belangiogs, isan ipslitution in
':md bestdys of the militnsn the Lmted its Way quite a3 necedsary-—as the hiress, {or

States were imnmedialely after the Revolution jexarople, :ind’th it Organizing 3 500 4 com-
“and the milis has had 0s 1evival and dec- (pany in the National  Giuard 38 quitb as im-

“line after cach war,

In afew years fiom jportant as repotling items for the Eazle, or

now it will ,ain decline, snd our deserted (—perbaps we may be persuaded 10 admit
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parado ground, for which tho country was

—ab writing for the.—ArmyandNacyJournal,



