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tho national character, thoey contrived by
waking theraselves useful to maintain their
influonce with the native powors to create
a powerful combination amongst them
which throatenoed destruction to the British
interests.

Owing to the jealousy excited by the rapid
acquisition of territory and power by the
knglish East India Company, and the ill
conduct combined with rapacity of its ser-
vants, & war had been provoked with the
Wahrattas, a fino and warliko nation in Hip.
dustan.  HHyder Ally Cawn, the rogent of the
\Iysbre country, was at the sunetimo engag-
ed in hostilities with the latt‘::rt but Ly the
managemont of the Fronch in his service
measures were found to compromuso the
differences, and, instead of being opponents,
to join agains{ the British, powerful succors
being promised from the islands of Bourbon
and Mauritius; sowelland cleverly was this
confederacy formed that the Soubah of the
Decaur and tho Rajah of Berar with most of
the lesser powers of Hindustan joned 1t, and
in June, 1750, with 100,000 horsemen spread
themselves over the plains of the Ciamatic.
Ior a considerable time Loforo this ovent in.
telligenco of what was to happen was convey-
cd to the Madras Presidency butwas treated
with contemptuous indifference, and owing
to this shameful neghigonce no defensive
measures had been taken and the country
was ravaged to the walls of Madeas. At
length when the combined army had laid
siege to Arcot, witlun 95 miles of the capitol,
a force consisling .of 1500 Europeans and
4200 Sepoys wore collected with a train of
artillery under the command of Sir lesctor
Munro was marched to Canjeveram, sixty
mdes from Madras, compelling Hyder Ally
to raise the siege of Arcot. Ilaving deter-
niined to halt here till joined by Col. Cosby
with a detachment of 1500 Scpoys and somo
cawalry {rom the Tanjore country in the
south, and by another detachment of 3000
men including two companies of European
infantry and sixty artillerymen witk ten field
pieces under Colonel Baillie, coming from
the Guntoor Circar in tho north; this latter
dotachment had reached Iuuam baucum.
within fifteen miles of Sir Hector Munro's
head-quarters, were surprised by Hyder Al-
1y’s son Tippo Saib at the head of an over
whelming force, and after a night and day’s
hard fighting were cut to pieces, the officers
surviving and a few Earopen soldiers being
saved for a prolonged captivity. This hap-
pened on the evening of the 9th Sept., 1780,
and although Sir H. Munro knew that his
detachment was in peril he took no steps to
protect or relieve it till lato next day when
ho arrived on tho scene of action after all
was over. Hyder Ally retreated immediate-
ly afterwainds and Sir H. Munro roturned to
Conjeveram, whence, after spiking his heavy
guns and destroying such parts of his bag-
gage and stores as could not be conveniently
moved, he raturned to Madras being joined
en route by Colonel Cosby's detachment.

Tho country was again by Munro's stupid.
ity left open to the enomy who, raduced to
Arcot, Caraugooly and Gungeo with other
posts, and were about to proceed to lay sioge
to Madras whero conflusion and disorganiza-
tion reigned supreme.

At this juncture the Presidency of Bengal
interfered, Genaral Sir Eyro Coote the Com-
mander-in-Chiof in India, took comniand of
the Madras army with a seat in the Council,
tho President being suspended, having sailed
from Calcutta with a forco of 300 Europeans,
200 artillerymon and 500 lascars with artillery
and amplo stores, while ten Lattalions of Se-
poys with 20 pieces of artillery were marched
overland ; and Sir Edward Huglies command-
ing the British floct in the East Inwuw having
undortaken to blockade (ue seaports of the
coast of Malabar, thus intercepting the sup-
plies from the Mauritius and Bourbon. The
General was enabled oarly in 1731 to take
the fiald with a well appointed army and
compelled Oyder Ally to confine his ravagos
to o more limited extent of country~several
of the posts taken by him were recovered—
he was dofeated in several battles and the
Company's affairs in a great measure retriev.
ed, and finally he was compelled to evacuate
the Tangore- country,—his slipping was
destroyed at Calicut and Mangalore and the
Dutch fort of Negapatum garrisoned by 2300
of his soldiars was captured, thus closing the
campaign of 1781 successfully.

The military student of tho events of this
contest will find great difficulty in under-
standing tho exact objects sought to be at-
tamed by tho invasion of South Carolina and
the subscquent uperations m North Carolina
and Virginia—every foot of ground covered
had to be retamed by o sufticient force, and

the invading army could claim no more of

the country than thespace within their Yines;
so evident was this in South Carolinn that
the loss of Major Ferguson's detachment,
obliged Lord Cornwullis to return from his
expedition to North Carolina and fall back
to Wynnsborougl in South Carolina— either
indulging in sclf deception or bring deceived
by othars as to the value of a movement into
the Northern Province and the assumed cer-
tainty of boing aided Ly the supposed loyal
inhabitants induced X..l Cormwallis to ask
for reinforcements which to the number of
15w men under Gen. Leshe marched from
Charleston on the 19th December, 1780. The
juuction of this detachment would leave the
British General at hiberty to move from Wyn.
nesborough with 3500 men after providing
for all contingencies, and with this force the
conquest of North Carolina was decmed 2
certainty.

General Greend who had succeeded Gen.
Gates in the command of the American army
finding it & matter of great difficulty to ob-
tain a sufficient supply of provisions and his
force being unecqual to any attempt against
the British army, resolved to divide it into
small and casily managed detachments and
by operating in different directions distract

the attention of the British Genoral or com.
pol him to @ similar system of tactics by
whioh tho different divisions of tho invading
army would be oasily overpowered and cut
up in detail by means similar to thoso em
ployed against the late Major Ferguson's do-
tachmont,—and this would be fatal.bacause
thero weco no resorves to fall back on while
a defect to tho American forces was ensily
repaired the whole country being actively or,
passively committed to their causo.

The regular troops of Congress under Gen.
Greone's commaud dic not exceed 1400 men,
but his force was capabloe of sudden expan
sion by the accession of the militia of the
Provines, and these were by no meansas
contemptible troops as the writers on the
ovents of this war civil and military are wont
to describe; on the contrary, much of the
choclks recowed during this invasion of North
Carolina is due to militia more than tho su
perior steudiness or disciplina of the regular
troops of Congress—and tlus can be easily
understood from the fact that all the actiuns
were fought in the busk, the ground Leing
more or less wooded and unfit for elaborate
operations—the militia knowing overy inch
of the ground fought genorally under cover,
aud when forced to action almosh always
overlapped theflanks cf the advancing trooy.-
doing infinite mischief and suffering very lit
tle. With a foo of this description it was
particularly difficult to deal, ospecially as
through the country geople ample opportu
nities were afforded of imposing on the Brit
ish General with false information and lead
ing him into positions of great difficulty; in
fact tho very first oporation of tho second
invasion of North Carolina amply 1llustrated
the poculiar dangers to which the advancing

‘army would be subjected.

Towards the ond of December intelligence
was convayed to the Earl of Cornwallis that
General Greeno had made a division of lus
troops, the lighe infantry aud Colonel Wash-
ington’s dragoons being placed under the
command of General Morgan, with orders w
pass the Catawba and Broad Rivers, collect
the miltin of the districts through which he
marched and afterwards threaten the British
post at Ninety Six, which was reckoned of
more importance to the safety of Charleston
and the retention of North Carolina than its
local position warranted. The remainder of
his troops under his own command were
marched to Halley's ferry, on thoe Pedes, for
the purpose of threatoning the communica
tions of the British troops with Camden.

On the Ist January, 1781, Lord Cornwalhs
ordered Tarleton, with his corps of cavaln
and light infantry of 550 men, the first Bat.
talion of the 71st Regt. of 200 men and two
threo pounders, to cross Broad River forco
Morgan toan action or compel him to repass
the river—these orders wers reitorated next
day and ho was enjoined to push thedmerican
General to the utmost—with the character-
istic energy which always distinguished him

Colonel Tarleton inetantly put his force
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