pulsory, but if an order was ostablished most
congregstions would gladly fall into'it. The
changes ho aimod at wero only in tho sub
stancoand order of tho service, not in wmoero
dotails. By substance he moant the meors,
reading of tho word, sacramonts and praise.
In.many congregations there is an undua pro-
portion of the timo taken up in siunging or in
imger. In his opinion many Presbyterians
iad & wrong idea of tho Burity of worship as
authorized by tho church. Many think the
uso of liturgios was prohibited, but that was
not so, and_ liturgies oxist in branches of the
Church in Scotland, Holland aud clsewhere.
*“Popish innovations"” are another mattor
altogethor. He was in favour of liberty in
the use of a liturgy in tho various congrega-
tions. Hosald that thoro aro at least four
Books of Forns used in Canads, and it shonld
not baloft to the sweot will of overy clel;ﬁv-
man to chooso his Book of Forms. ho
reverential tono of tho services, oven, have
boén changed ‘in some i A revision

is the arg
changed ana tho old days whon sorvices lasted
two and three hours aro gone b?'. In_ the
United States the form of worship has been
revised, but no chango has been made here,
tho form boing the saine as it was 200 years
ago. A modornized rulo is needed, adequate
to the wants of the latter part of the nine
teonth contury. It is a watter in-which.thoe
church will have to proceed cautiously, for
projudices will have to be mot. It will bea
wiatter of years to accomplish {t properly, but
tho speaker was confident that when tho
united wisdom of the church will ovolve the
proé)er form tho cougregations will adopt it
rveadily. Tho tendency to ritualisin is ono
that will have to bo_considéred, Ho would
recommend an amonded dircotory on the same
ferm as the Westminster divectory for publio

worship. If the Synod passed the overture it
would go presontod to the General Assombly,
and when that body

;;’med upon it the result
will Lo again roferred back to the prosbyteries.
Rev. Dr. Thompson, of Sarnia, asked if Dr,
Laing would give his opinion on the use of
written or printed prayers in connection with

a liturgy.

. Rov, Dr. Laing said that if a minister found
he could do better by usiog prayers proviously
written by himself, he would bo in favour of
him doing so,
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solo without having to pay for it, it will be
all the moro accoptable,” he added. (Laugh
ter). Ho objected to_ritualistic mevemonts
on the part of a Church that has always veen
looked upon as a stand-by. Whilo othors
havo been wiggling about, the Presbyterian
Church has been looked upon as a rock that
stands fast,

A 1. Mackenzie L trust wo will always
leave room for tho Spirit of God in our Church,
(Hear, hear). Wodo not want to turn our
churches into concert halls, ‘Thero is talk of
wanting new hymns, but somo of tho peoplo
have not heard half of the hymns they have.
(A'Hlauae).

os. Houston, of Sarnia, said that an im.
provement of congrogational singing is what
18 iceded.  Ho objectod to innovations that
intorfored with tho united porsonal worship
and praiso of tho individual members cf the
congrogation.

Rev. Angus McKay, of Lucknow, said that
a3 an offsot to tho ritualistio tendonoies of the
age, tho Presbyterian Church -should aimat a
purity of worship based on tho Westminster
confossion,

Rov. Dr. Laing agroed that prayor should
come from a full heart, but he thou&ht that
the Holy Spirit guided him in Lis study when
e wroto a prayer equally as when in the pul-
pit. Referring to the situation geuerally, ho
said that tho Church is at a turning-point,
and unless ths Church gives direction a divor-
aiti; of practico is sure to onsue.

inally Mr. Camoron withdrew his resolu-
tion aud Rey. Dr. Laidlaw, seconded by Rev
J. MoDonald, substituted a_motion slightly
modifying the terms of Dr. Laing's overture
to the Syuod, and transforring tho application
to the Gereral Assembly with tho ondorsation
of the Synod of Hamilton and London,

his luti ly passed,

787

REPORT ON TRMPRRARORK,

Rov. 'W. J. Clark, of London, prenented
tho roport on tomporanco, which statal that
thero scomed to bo a strong feollng n favour
of prohibitory law, and that the enforcoment
of such logislation would ho feasible, Thoro
has been & continned decrenso in the number
of licenses iasued in all sections, and a gonoral
advance in temperance sontiment {8 apparont,
Reports from the various Prosbytorios showed
that tho number of liconsos fsaed varion from
ona per 150 to ono por 1,000 of the population,
Roference was made to tho plobiscito majority
of over .81,000.

A featuro of tho roport was Rov. Mr. Olark's
interpretation of Prohibition, to tho olleat
that through Prohibition will provent the
manufsoture of liquor for salo it will not pre.
vent a man making wino or \vh(lko{ on his

romises with which to treat his frionds, as
ong as he does not sell it.
AVPRALE,

Au apposl against the Proshytory pf Mait.
land b§p°3.mu Muuro, was relorrod to
committeo,

An appeal agaiust the aamo Presbytery by
Rov. Angus MoKay, Lucknow, was hoard at
great longth, It was roforred to a committes
consisting of Rov. Drs, Latdlaw, Lang, Rev,
Geo. Sutherland and Mr, A, 1. Mackenzlo,
who reported twico. Thesccond report which
was adopted ordered tho Prosbytory of Matt.
land to 10move from its recorda oufv roforonco
to tho matter beyond a atatomont ol tho faota,

REPORTH,

The report of tho Comtmitteo on Sl{uomauo .
Benoft was pr & by Rov, Dr,
Cochirano and ndo‘[;tod.

Rov. W. McGibbon roparted for tho Sab-
bath Schools Committeo. ~ Tlioro had boen an
i in the number of achoola and the con.

was i y
and Rev. Dr. Laing, Rev..Dr. Laidlwlr’, Rev.
Dr, Thompsop and John Cameron were ap-
inted u committee to au]lxport the overture
ofore the General Assembly,
THE STATE OF RELIGION,

Rov. W. G. Jordan, of Strathroy, presented
the annual report on_the state of roligion.
Tho roport stated that much diffieulty was ox-

rienced in gotting returns, 54 congregations
mving- failed to answer the inquiries. %lnu mil-
ton Presbytery is one of the most exom?lary

Rev. Dr. Thompson e.... 2ssed pl at
the reply. Ho had, on occasions, prepared
written prayers himself. Though the preach.
ing is in advance of most denominatious, the
form of worskip in the Presbyterian Church is
often slovenly, and ho would go in for the
congtegation taking part in tho scrvice by
reaponsive reading.  (Hear, hear).

It was agreed to receive the overture, and
the Synod proceeded to consider the sibject.

v. Dr. Laidlaw said tho subject was so
far-reaching that the Synod should have

thing moro definite to ider than the
present overfure as it stood. Ho moved that
the Synod overture tho General Assembly
stating definitely what is wanted. Otherwiso
the Assembly might think they had some.
thing revolutionary in view.

John Cameron, of London, spoke strongl.i/
in support of Dr. Laing’s overture. He sai
the Presbyterian sorvice needs enriching. The
music espocially is & thousand miles astorn of
what it ought to be. If the power of music
was properly introduced into the service it
\vonlg strengthen tho hands of the ministers
100 per cont. He warmly congratulated Dr.
Laing on the liberal-minded viows oxpressed,
and he moved that his overture bo forwarded
to tho Genoral Assembly.

Wm. Stevely, of ‘London, was somowhat
inclined to approve of changes in the present
service, but said they- will have to proceed
slowly. *“We don’t waut to fall into this
ritualistic systom that a.good many don't
thick much of,” he-said. He thought the
old fashioned prayer from-a full heart was tho
best, and tl,xpugh ho lla(|i taken part in o

inattention tothisduty. The state of religion
on the whole is healt.h;P and prograssive. Tho
itteothinks theShorter Catechism should
be moro used in the Sabbath schools. The
attendanco at the Sabbath schools is from 70
to 90 per cont. of the childron, aud many
young peoplo have L churoh - b

tributi Tho latter 1 to §20,219,
and $6,486 had been ocontributed towaids
various schemos of the Church,

‘Tho report of the Committoo on Sabbath
obsorvanco was presontod by Rev, 8. Lylo,
It roforred to tho * harvost of Sabbath dose.
cration "’ caused by trains, boating, bloyeling,
speeding horsos, ‘besides cock-fighting, dog.
fighting and gambling. Thoroport containod
this clause:—* What fair-minded man can
have respect for thoso who donounco Sunday
papersand at the same time aro themaclves
stockholders in companios which are making
largo dividends by tho hirod servlcon of atray
star,preachors and acrobatio Sabbath yerform-
ances under the clogk of \vonlnh?»lng Qod 1
During the discussion that aroso Roev. ¥, Mo-
Cuaig and A, F. Tully, roferrod to tho man.

through its means. Roports as to family wor
ship are not sufficiently definite, but there can:
bo no doubt of the value of this observancs as
an adjunct of Christian life. Tho attendance
at prayer meetings is not so largo as it should
be.” There is a tendency noted on the part of
the young peoplo to bo drawn away by fine
choral services to other churches, Thero is a
distinctrovival in the popularity of missionary
effort. Reference was mado to the multiplicity
of church sooi of various descriptions, but
the opinion was exprossed that this ig but tho
natural outgrowth of tho church's varied life
and the activity of tho age, The report con.
cluded with the result of inquiries as to the
hindrances torcligion. Threo returns brought
in a formal indictinent against our old friends
the world, the flesh and the devil. Card
playing, dancing and skating, when oxcossivol
indulged in, political partizanship, Sabbat
bicyelo riding, and cranks were also enumer-
ated 8s among the hindrances to the progress
of religion, *

The report was such a full and interesting
one that it was regeived with applause.

In connection with the roport réccommenda-
tions were made coucerning the ill.effocts of
long vacancies in charges, and in the discussion
of it Rev. Mr. Lyle and other a}wakers said
that one of the chief causes of this is the

1y, ho confessed he

nover caved much about it. Porhaps it was
his inborn prejudices, or it might havo been
because ho was not a good reader. (Laugh-
ter). Ho belioved in improving the music
especially, and didn't avon object to the intro-
dugtion of a solo, if tho surroundings were
snitable and in keoping, It you can got the

ber o who ,preath in pulpits
they do not htond to accopt the pastorato of.

'ﬁm recommendations and several others
arising ouf, of the report were adopted.

A motion of Rev. Dr. Frasor, seconded by
Rov. James Murray, that a conferenco on the
state of religion beheld dmix::ﬁ the Synod next
year, was }aid over until Wednesday,

t of the Grimsby Camp Grounds, Mr.
Tully expressing tho wondor how ohuireh unlon
could be looked for when tho Mothodluts tol.
orated- such an institution, Tho roport was
adopted.
COMMITTRES,

The following wore the standing comnnt.
tces appointed :

State of Religion—Rev. W, G. Jordan (con.
vener,) Dr. Molntyre, Q. C, Pattorson, W.
A. Cook, I. Nattress, ministera; Mossrs,
Harrison, St. Helms; Houston, Sarals ;
Stovely, London ; George Thompson, Strat.

ford, elders.
‘Temy Rovs, J. 8, Hond (oon-
vener), James Fitzpatrick, W, J. Clark, D.

Perrie, A, H. Drumm, minfstors, Dr, Dan.
can, Chatham; Jamos Colin, Stratford ;
Major Eckford; West Brant ; Jamos Shiols,
Belmont, clders,

Sabbath Schoo's—Revs, W. M, MaoKil-
ben (convener), G. A, McLounnn, J, A, Mo
Donald, J. M. Maclaren, R, Pottigrow, min.
isters ; D, H. Hunter,* Woodatock ; W. N,
Hossie, Brantford ; T. W, Nisbot, Barula;
Jamos A. Yonng, Gloncoo, oldors,

Sabbath Observanco—Rovs, 8. Lyle (con.
vener), J. L. Murragv, Nathanto} 8mith, J. C.
Tolmis, J. Crawford, miniaters; John Charl-
ton, M.P., Robort Laurio, I). K. Mackenzlv,
John Cameron, elders,

Systematic  Bonoficonco—Rova, K. V.,
Sawers, (convener), H, MoQuarrie, J. Q.
Shearer, W. S. McTavish, minlstors , I). 1,
Wilson, Seaforth ; Jamos Lombie, Windsor.;
Adam Spence, Brantford ; Alox, Campboll,
Kincardine, olders,

The noxt meeting will bo held at Woodl.
stock. |



