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ODur Coîxtribitom ~ Menace agcainst any stcrîî discipline which church
powers miight otherwise deeîn it wvise to inflict on
insubordinate cbildrc*n. A] t)ough Congreogational

OUR TRU'STinfluence is admnittecî I>y many of those affocted
to bave heen salutary in its effecis bitherto, yct

- eà S Coli gregational- there is evideîîtly a fear, iîidden or expressed, as
ists, we inherit a to whereunto this înaygrtow if our influence bc

- birthrigbt of great nlot in some wvay cheecked ? liere, happily, %we
A~x~value. That boon: have no legyal barriers suc'b as have beon exercisod

f roi1 above had iii the Oh] Land to ol)struet oui, progress, and if
Sto be, nevcrthe- we had we sec that tboy înight be to a grreat

less, bravely con-* extent inieffectual. For in spite of ail legal
teddfrb-u etaint and undue iîîlluenc)e the Britishi Isles

denouîinational an-, have produced teioirdiiic to statistics ini the last
Scestors, wbo at a'Yeaî' Book -1,86,S chu rches of oui' order, besides

g reat price obtain-, mission stations.
~--' d this freedom ; Congreg1,ationalis ii is, moreover, the child of

thougli, in this sense, it 'is our privilege to be frcee persecution and oppression. These have, in the
lîor'i. The batties our fathers fougbt agaiinrt'past, seemied to be its vital hreatb, as they hiave
ecclesiastical domninance and suppression of free been its natoive air. Like Jsrael iii Egypt, the
scriptural interpretation wvcre not rnerely foi' more it bias been perýwcuted the more it bias
thenmselves and their contemporaries, but also for; grown:. for nieitiez' conflict no' poverty will
ail time. They, like Abraham, looked forwvard by stamp out the life of gonuinie Con gregationalin
faitb, and rejoiced to Uclieve that in later days cither in the indiv'idu-a1 or in the connuunity. If
the resuits of their victories would be continucd ; the influence of our' churches is to 1,e 'vcakened,
that eacb fanîiily and each congregation, bciwever that debility inust he fî'om intprna] languor. Our
sixiall, would fearlcssly worship Cod as theji' own 'wvcak- spots arc out' cwn -waveî'ing childreil of ail
consciences wvould dictate, and manage tbeir own .positions. Snicb invite the wssiduous attention of
internai churchi affiairs wvithoîît any external inti'u- antagonists of full cburch liberty. Thiese use
sion, interference or control. The days of liberty tactics to wvin o"er such weaklings to their ranks.
of that character biave corne, and corne to stay, As in tie Lord's ar'my under Uie coinmiand of
and enable us to raise our standard in fui] view of'Gideon, there are occasionally somie, even among
1)oth suppressor and suppressed in matters of oursel\ es, t]îat are "-fearful and afraid " when
faith and po]ity. callcd upon to contend against conflicting circuni-

Our numnbers in Canada, conîpared 'vitli thoso stances. They inay have put on our distinctive
of soîne other denominations, ar'e -not large, and ar'îo;' arnd yet lick Uic courage of their pro-
none bpve accused us of nianifesting an extrav'a- fession, and so " ii time of tenîptation fail away,"
gant aggressi,,e spirit. Yet we are told tliat our because tbcy feel unable to face nianful]y our up-
proportionate increase in thc Dominion compares Jill struggie during our numei'ical Ilday of smnali
favoî'ab!y with that of othxer bodies. We dIo flot tbings ' ini this Dominion. Often probabiy,
pretend to concentrate our efforts to incerease our consciotîs of their )ack of persona] force needed
nunîbers, but w'e exorcise a lcavening influence on to sustain steadfastly their position, apart frorn
and, as far as perrnittod, co-operate in Cliristian'an ecr]esiastically organized ami of flesb, such
work wvith ail the followeî's of oui' otie Mastei'. look in thei' crisis to sucb a refuge, and beseech-
We believe our existence lias lîea exemp]aî'y anid ingly cry, IlGive us of youî' oi 1, for our larnps
înodifying iii its effects ofi the application of soîîîo 'ire gonle out."' Tliey giÎ'e tip their trust, the
rigid mules existing iii otheî' bodies. Tlierefoi'e, buiden whicb they may not bave felt to bave at
we have been and stili are looked upoii by those any time lain very keavily on then. They nîay
"dmessed iii a littie brief autboî'ity," as a standing, b? w'e]conîed and paî'aded elsewlbere as exeinplamy


