
116 THE CANAJYFAN INiDEPENDEN.

been simplified and systeniatized by thie IlWeekly
lEnvelope." 'People give more, and feel it less.
The saine systematic pr.'tctlice wvill douible our
denominational funds. Take a village church,
which has, for the last twenty years, given $5
annually to the Union, $15 to the Missionary
Society, 86 to the College, and once iu two years
$4 to the Provident Fund-an average of $28 a
year; members, flfty; number of families identifled
wvith the churcli, forty. Now, then, a IlCollector *
for each of four littie districts, wvith four oldects to
colleot for-the Missionary So ciety, the College,
Foreign Missions, and the Provident Fund. A
"quarter"» for each per rnonth, making the round
"dollar," from ten members ; forty subscribers of

a tgquarter " per rnonth for al; and twenty of
ten cents, and thirty (children) of five cents
monthly, for ail these objeets. What have we
got? $23.50 per month, 8.282 a year; instead of
the former q,28-more thani ten times the old
ainount. Now, when each of tlese four institu-
tions go t over $70 f roma such a village church, tiiey
would begiii to think a change had indeed corne
And the benefit to the churches themselves wvould
be beyoncl computation. The collectors wvould be
.gin training " for church ivorkers and inissionaries;
the children giving would afterwards give ail titeir
lives ; the older niembers would be interested, as
neyer before, in their own church. The minister
would be so encouraged that a stranger could tell
it iii lis preacliing. Several bretliren 'vould
unpack their Ilthings" again, Nvho were preparing
to go to the States-and even a lot of our sub-
seribers, who think wve are getting "'awfully
sharp " in demanding payment in advance, and
thought to "lstop their paper," only they were
afraid their wvives would find it out-wvould feel
s0 well that they would pay two years in advance.

Now, this a'verage could be reached in every one
of our churches outside the cities 1 The city
churches could easily, on the a-. erage, double it.
and what is Nvanted? Only this-to organize a
corps of Ilcollectors " in each churcli. It is a work
which would become very pleart to, the young
people undertaking it. Most young persons like
to, have some business to do, and they would
do it.

You who read this, just bring it up at, your
next church meeting, and don't let Brother Close

or Deacon Slowv say IlIt can't be done 7" tili every
young man aud wonian in the church have refusedl
We say it eau be doue ! And it has been doue!
Our churches are dying of inaction. A necessi-
tated reduction of one-fourth in the Ilgrants " to
a numnber of theni paralyses thein. They can't.
look anybody in the face. They have neo heart left
in them. And! yet, îiot ini one single instance
have we lieard of their talcing the sensible plan of
systematizing their givings, by having coilectors
take them up regularly and promptly on certain
days, and ini specifically promised aniounts. Sys-
tem, brethren, systei ! And that system soon
sF-Ils itself into "lsuccess 1"

ONCE, OR TXVICE?

The question of one Sabbatli service, or two,
becomes a very practical one in many cases. Not
that the pastor or the chiurch, as a wvhole, desîre
fewer meetings ; but how to get the people out ?
They live at great distances; they assemble once;
it seemns impossible they can assemble for a second
service. What thien? Let us sce.

In old days they had "a, day's preaching " on
tue Sabbath. A forenoon service, an intermission
of one or twvo hours, and then the afternoou, ser-
vice. Tlie evenings wvere spent at home. Nothing
more satisfactory, under al] the circunistances.
But the history of Tinie is a history of changes.
Towns and villages got sidewalks and street lamps;
country roads improved, and vehicles became
plenty. And tlie Sunday schoois began to occupy
the afternoons. So the evening service took the
place of that of the afternoon, except in preaching
stations vwlere the afternoon service 'vas the only
one.

Yow, wvhat are the objections to the present
custoni 'l These: That the people Nvho compose
the church do not get out to, the evening service,
and that the minister must either (1) preach to
empty pews, or (2) find a new congregation for
the evening; and (3) to do this latter he miust
resort to sensational and questionable methods and
subjeets. This is a formidable iist; but more
formidable than reai. It would be possible to
make more of the forenoon gathering. lIn Euton
Church th-le service began at haîf past ten. At a
quarter to twelve Sunday sehool began. At haîf


