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mediately and read the sermon Nvith care. Lt haci a
fine devotional efiect uipon hlis minci and when hie
finishied lie feit like worshipping. As chutrchi timie
approached ilhe family fileci out quietly and wvalked
leisuirely to their place of worship. 0f course they
wvere ia timie-they alivays arc. They sat in the saine
churchi, hicard the saine singing, and sermon as Mr.
A.'s fà ini y. 0n th e w'aiy hlomne M r. P . s aîd t o hlis wi fé.
- 1cnjoyed the service very rnuch to-dlay. 'l'le

hyins were ver), switable and 1 thoughit very w~ell
sunig. \Ve owe a -great deal to Ihle choir for le.tdîng
the ,service of song. 1 .enjoyed the reading- of that
chapter very tauchi. 1 thought the minister rendered
it with finle effect. The irst prayer liftecl ne righit up
and put mie in a good framne of mmiid for hecaring. TIa
%vas a real good sermon. 1 think our mninister uni-
proves every day. What a privilege it is for our
children to be connected wvith the church. 1 have en-
joyed this morning service very much. 1 hiope 1
shall be able to do sorte goodl work in the Sabbath
sehool this afternoon, and no doubt we wvill have a
good service again i n the evening."

\Vhat macle the difference betiveen the estiniate of
Mr. A. and that of Mr. B.? Mr. B. prepare'd for
worship and Mr. A. did not. And 'Mr. A. ivas pre-
vented from niaking preparation, partly by the demnor-
alizing 1 ractice wvhich prevails ail over Ontario of keep-
ing places of business open until very near Sabbath
înorning.

"Never «o to congregational mneetings. Hiaven*t
attencled one for years. Can't endure sucli gather-

ins. nceed \Vhy not ? " Oh, congregational
mleetingTs are dry, tedious, uininiteres;ting. They are
not attractive, flot cntertaining, iiot cnijoyable. Every
thiing about thein is as dry as a lin-ie-burner's shoe.-
Yes, that is just îvhere the trouble coines in. A large
nuiner of professing Christian people won't -,o to
any kind of meeting aowv unless somie one takes a con-
tract to interesti then. Everythiag, must bc lively and
spicy and racy and entertaining o)r they won't attend.
'l'le desire to be entertained is stronger than the sense
of duty in such peop)le. That is the real trouble. Thli

goiold wvord 1)uty, that once hiac such ina<gical
power seeilis to have lost its potency with these peo-
ple \Vith thei the main thimîg is to be entertainled,
pîcasecl, intcrested, anl tiess somne cxtraordinary
ineans aie used to interest ancl citertain at any given
meeting, thecir senise of dulty is flot strong eaough to in-
duce them to attend. This growing desire for enter-
tainmient, accompanied as it aiivays is by a lax sense
of cluty, accouints for niany of the eipty pew~s that
are seen ia too inany churches on Sabbath. Thc
people think thiere should bc a fresh attempt made
every Sabbathi to eiîtertain thei. 0f course it neyer

occurs to tlîem that thecy have souls to save, or that
it is tîmeir duty to attend the bouse of God. Tfle only
question asked is-woulcl it be pleasant and entertain-
ing to go ?

Noiv why shoulci aay rational mani expect to be en-
taineci at a congregational mieeting ? W'hy should
any one expect the reports to be spicy, and the speeches
racy, and the wvhole meeting \'ery lively? There have
been congregati onal meetings that were lively enough
to please anybocly, but these are just the wvorst church
meietings ever held. 'fhciy ma.ke good mca hazýng their
hcads with shaie, injure the cause of Christ, bring re-
ligion into conteinpt, grieve the 1 loly Spirit, and
wouinù the Saviour in the liouse of His professecl
friends. The worst ecclesiastical meetings ever hield,
are, -qs a mIle, thic meetings that produce great excite-
ment. A churcli meeting is at its very wvorst îvhen it
pleases the people wvho love to sec a fighit. Thle people
who attend simply to enjoy the fighit %voulcl enjoy
seeing a race between two horses, or a coatest between
twvo sluggers, or a fighlt betveen two dogs.

Ameeting, is being hield. 'llhe spirit is good. The
opening exýercises are well attendecl. Business runs
;?long smoothly. There is no friction and no fight.
The reports are read, showving that the finances are
in good shape, the %vork, at home and abroad is
prospcring. The niemnbers are in good humour. Theftone of the meeting is spiritual radher than ecclesias-
tical. At aIl events it is flot belligerent. l'le best
side of the individual miemabers and of the court as a
whole is sea-alas, that the other side should be so
oftea seen in church courts!

Now what follovs ? That meeting is - dead failure
in the estimation of several classes of people. The
Bohleinian reporter on the look-out for a "scene " to
spread out iin bis columans under sensational headings,
finds notbing. he ecclesiastical lawyer who hopes
to mai.ke a reptîtation by nibbling at points of order,
raisin- objections, and general peutifoggiig, who as-
pires to be a pcttifogg,-,i rather than a preacher, de-
clares the ineetimvg dulI, irrcdec miably dull. The belli-
gerenit Christians i%'bo dropped into the gailler)-hoping
to sec a îigbt or a " scene "of sorie kind, are disgusted,
and sighi for the good old clays wh'len there were
alinual fighits over the organ question, and the hiviin
question, ancl other burning issues of that kînd. They
aire disgsefcor, and vote the mneeting a bore.

Ancd yet it is pcrhaps the vcry best meceting ever

hicid.
As a rule flic business that makes the least excitemient

is thc rmal business of the zburch, and wbcae that busi-
ness is inost prosperous t1iere is the lcast noise. J3urn-
ing questions often burn the fingers of those who

liandle them. Too miuch " livelincss " too often in-
dicates that înien's passions are miot under proper con-
trol and that tUecevil spirit lias taken the place of the


