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THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT

compelled te effect a loan on their |

prog erty, tor which they have to pay to
outside parties from 6 to 1o per <ent.
mterest.  But if a Soaety was organzed
purely and simply for denominational
interest, instead  of  private  specu- !
lation, money  nught  then be ad |
vanced  at a very low rate, or even
free  in some cases, which would!
be an immense boon to the churches, !
and whereas now money is made out
of our churches, then money would be !
saved to our churches and thus made!
for them !

Another necessity seems to arise out
of the fact that our Missionary Society
1> unly organized to render assistance
to pastors. It has no scheme for help-
ing building projects  The much !
needed  complement to our present
missionary operations would be found in ‘
some such a socictyas the one I pro-!
pose. i

But here another and all important
question  starts up : * Whence  would
you get the supplies for your ncwl
organization, and how do you propose to
man it >

In answer to that T wculd say that the |
only source of income avalable 15
voluntary offenings to such a project |
from our people.  Annual subscriptions
and c«ilections from the denomiration
would have to furnish the required
funds. Itis possible that some wealthy
fricnds might make & _>nerous donation
to its support, and an occasional legacy
might be recened such as that frum a
Mr. Goucher, of Baltimore, who gave
$10,000 to the M. E. Board of Church
“xtension in the United States.  But the
great burden would have to fall upon our
members and adherents. Of these we |
have in round numbers 20,000. The
receipt from these of twenty-five cents
per head would furnish us s000. Of
members alone we have j000. The
receipt of fifty cents per member would
realize $3,500. I calculate that if the;
matter were earnestly pushed in our
churches, the sum of $4000 at least
might be received, a sum which would
greatly assist and relieve many of our
churches which  need help. )lnking1
then a modest calculation, the society
would have an incume which would be
a great boun to our Canadian Churches.

Objections  would undoubtedly be
raised against my proposition. How |
would I answer them?

There are only two serious objections .
which, in my judgment, could be plaus-
ibly advanced against the scheme. (1)
You would be unduly multiplying our
denominational machinery, and thus !
would prejudice the interests of our’
Missionary Society and our College.
neither of which are too well sustained.

In reply to that 1 would say that our
fiends in other lands do r * consider
themselves thoroughly cquipped winoz®
such a society as the one I am advocat-
ing. The American Congregational
Unioun has such an organization, which
built last year over 300 churches. In the ;
mother land there is the London Chapel-
huilding Society, which has built or en-
larged 141 chapels, having made grants |
and loans to the amount of $800,000, !
and whose annual income is $30,000.
Then the English Building Sodiety has
assisted 309 churches, and hasa rovenue |
of $65,000. Then the Lancashire and !
¢ heshire Souety s raising $150,000 o
build 30 chapels 1n the neat five years.
Then our Scotch friends have such a.
soctety, with an income of $3,0v0. The |
Colony of Victoria has its Budiding Su-
aidty, with a capital of $15,00c, South
Anstralia also has such an eyuipent, |
with a loan fund of $10,000. It would
appear,then,that elsewhere Congregation
alists find such a scheme necessary to
their efforts for cxtension, and are not |
atraid of muluplying ther maclunery,
and there seems to me no good grounds
for fear among us on that score. '

As to this Sceicty being sustained at l

|

i
+

j our treasuries would be fuller than they |

y should have tu begin humbly.

“them ready again for others who were | think.

“and other entertainments for the nund.

the evpense of other efforts, in my ' nected with the Union, the following
humble judgment there 1s no danger of | arrangements were approved of, namely .
that [ thaak there 1s room for all, and | ‘That a committee composed of one re
the sustentation of all 1s not a heavy | presentative from each ot the churckes,
burden by any means upon our people. | with representatives from  Zion Church,
It has long been my conviction that the ’ co-operate in the reception and enter-
man reason for the rather meagre sup  tanment of the ministers and delegates
port which our Missionary and College | attending the Union meeting, Rev. H.
schemes receive from our people is be-] 1. Powis to be chairman, and Mr. W.
cause they are not sufficiently known to | Freeland Sceretary of the Committee ;
them.  Many of our adherents know L that a sub-committee in each church as-
next to nothing about them, and m:my'ccrlmn what accommodations can be
more do not know enough to enkindle ' provided by the members of their respec-
their interest.  1f some means could be  tive congregations, and report to the
taken to convey more exphenrt informa. ' jotnt commuttee ; that those coming to
tion, and it our people were to see us | the LUnion meetng be requested to send
mahing a Lold venturetor success such | notice to the Secrtary, Mro W redland,
as the organization of the Society 1 pro- I 71 Bay street, at the carliest date, not
pose 1 misread most wolully the dis-  later than May 17th, if possibie ; that
position of our Canadian friends, if they 1 cards be sent to such giving the ad-
would not loyally and benevolently come ! dresses in the city where they will be re-
fornard to assist. I think each one of | ceived and lodged during their stay at
the meeting, namely, from Wednesday,
are now, June 8th, to Tuesday, June 14th inclu-
(2.) Another objection might be of- | sive ; that the choirs of the several
fered of this nature: ‘The movement | churches be invited to assist in rendering
would have so humble a beginning, that * efficient music at the public meetings :
1t would fail to inspire our friends, and ' and that the Sunday Schools be asked to
so might have a short ufe.  True, we ' hold a mass mecting, Mr. W. C. Ash-
We have | Jown to be convener. A general opinion
no Canadian Samuel Morley to give the | was eapressed in favor of holding a
scheme a good send-off.  And further, | specal publicmecting during the session,
we have enough of those spints among | an «ffort to Le made to secure some able
us who would depreciate it, dub it speakers, and the claims of Congrega-
“vistonary " and * impossible,” and wait | tionalism to be brought prominently be-
until it succeeded before they would| fore the community. Since the meeting,
give it a lift. Many a disappointment, | information has been received that Rev.
and many a hard day's tail, would un- | Zachary Eddy, D.D., of Iletroit, has
questionably be in store for those who | consented to take part in the proceed-
undertook the task.  But what signifies | ings of such a meeting. Others are yet
a tithe of care and work in view of the { to be heard from.
good which would be accomplished. -
As Congregationalists in Canada, we are THE SILENCE OF LOVE.
accustomed to humblc_ beginnings and ,  Rest in the Lord " imargin, * Be silent.”)
hard work. And we will not lose heart | —PSALM XXAViE
if we should have to meet lh.csc again. : An invalid was left alone one cvening
And the more honor to us if through ' for alittle while. After many days of

i difficulties we enter the kingdom of our { acute pain there wasalull. “Now,"

ho'p.cs. . o ; she thought, «* I shall be able to pray

Fhe imposing is not always the most . 3 hule.” But she was too wearied
real or useful. “There is a snug litle | out and exhausted for this; feeling that
bark sklmmx:‘.g over Atlantic  billows, i utter weakness of mind and body which
and she pays her stockholders l)cllcr; cannot be realized without actual ex-

|lh.'ln the Great Eastern  with all her: penence, when the very lips shrink

majesty  paysherowners.  Andsosuch | from the exertion of a whisper, and it
asucieay as this I plead for, limited as it seems too much effort of thought to
might be, because our means and oppor- | shape even unspoken words. Only
tunitics in Canada are limited, might ' one whisper came: « Lord Jesus, [ am
still be a strong helper to our churches.  so tired 1 She prayed no more; she
could not {frame even a petition that,
as she could not speakto Him, He
«would speak to her. But the l.ord
. - v Jesus knew all the rest; He knew how

Sarvia. Ziox.—This church neld | 'she had waited for and wanted the
its Anniversary Tea Meeting on the i sweet, conscious communing with
cvening of the 6th inst.  The tables! Him, the literal talking to Him, and
were filled by eight o'clock, and the| telling Him all that was in her heart;

————
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Mewo of the Ehurches.

i sympathetic crowd soon relieved them | and He knew that, although a quiet and

of the burdens under which they groaned. | comparatively painless hour had come,
But the cffidient vaiters very soon made | she was ** so tired” that she could not
! Very tenderly did He, who
pauend, wating their turn in the | knows how to speak a word in season
church. After the 2nnetites of all had  to the weary, choose a message in reply
Leen thutoughly satisficd, .., retired to ' to that little whisper. ¢ Be silent to
the ch» b 1o regale their mind.  Thejthe Lord!" It came like a mother's

_chorr furnished several choice anthems,  “hush ™ to one whom his mother com-

&c., and the Rev. H. Ross, M. .\, of‘ jorteth. It was quit e enough, as cvery
Port Huron, spoke in his usual racy and | Spirit-given word is ; and the acquiesc-
instructive manner upon crossing the lent silence was filled with perfect
lines to help one another.  After a few | peace.
words frum the pastor the mecting was,  Only real friends understand sileace.
tlosed with the benedie tion "With a passing guest or ceremonial
On ‘Thursday evening the Sunday ! acquaintance you feel under an obliga-
Schoul childronwere given a frew sudia)  tiun to talk; you make effort to enter-

, The Iecture room was fillid to wvedflun | tain them as a matter of courtesy ; you

g with happy  faces. The children
~oun gave amjple evidence to any whu
may have been akq/l;uﬂ that they I
could appreciate what was good at the
tables, and also that with a little assist
ance they could furnish eacellent music

may be tired or weak, but no matter,
you feel you must exert yourself. But,
with a very dear and intimate friend
sitting by you, there isno feeling of
.the lind. Tobe sure, you may talk,

confidences, relieved and refreshed by
"the interchange of thoughts and sym.
i pathies. But if you are very tired, you
know you du not need to say a word.
 You are perfectly understood, and you

The proceeds in all amounted tu nearly
$30. W.H. A G
loronio.- IHE Forincoming UN-
108 MrE1InG.—AL a recently held pre-
liminary meeting of pastors and deacons )
of the city and Yorkville churches, con- | of your friend’s presence, and find

+if you feel able : pouring outall sort of | },

know it.  You can enjoy the mere fact '

that does you more good than conver-
saticn, The sense of that present and
sympathetic affection rests you more
than any words., And your{riend takes
it as thehighest proofof your friendship
and confidence, and probably never
loves you so vividly as in these still
moments. No matter that twilight is
falling, and that you cannot see ecach
other’s faces, the presence and the
silence are full of brightness and elo-
quence, and you feel they are enough.
Even so we may be silent to the Lord,
just because we know He loves us so
really and understands us thoroughly !
There is no need, when very w.ary,
bodily or mentally, ar both, to force
ourselves to entertain Him, so to speak;
to go through a sort of duty-work of a
certain amount of uttered words or ar-
ranged thoughts, That might be if He
were only to us as a yayfaring man
that turneth aside to tarry for a night,
but not withthe beloved and gracious
One whe has come in to abide with us
and is always there! If this\is Hisrela.
tionto us, there isno fear but thatthere
will be, at other times, plenty of inter-
course ; but now, when we are ‘“so
tired” we may just be silent to Him
instead of speaking to Him.—Fraaces
Ridley Havergal.

HOW TO LOVE GOD.

In a beautiful New England village
a boy about ten years old lay very sick,
drawing near to death and very sad.
He was joint-heir, with an only brother,
to a great estate, and the inhentunce
was just about coming into his posses-
sion; but it was not the loss of this
that made him sad. He wasa dying
boy, and his heart longed for a treas.
ure which was worth more to him than
all the gold of all the western mines.

One cay I came into his room. I
sat down by him, took his hand, and
looking in his troubled face, asked nim
what made him so sad.

* Uncle,” said he, ** I want to love
God. Won’t you tell me how to love
God 2"

I cannot describe the piteous tones
in which he said these words and the
look of trouble which he gaveme. 1
said to him:

« My boy, you must trust God first,
and then ycu will love Him without
trying to at all.”

With a surprised look, he exclaimed:
« What did you say? ™

I repeated the exact worés again;
and I shall never forget how his large,
hazel eyes opened on me, and his cheek
flushed as he slowly said:

« Well, I never knew that before.
I always thought that I must love God
first before 1 had any right to trust
Him.”

*“No, my dear boy,” I answered,
* God wants us to trust Him. That
is what Jesus always asks us to do
first of alt ; and He knows that as soon
as we trust Him we shall tegin to
love him. That 1s the way to love
God, to put your trust in Him first of
all.”

Then I spoke to him of the Lord
Jesus, and how God sent Him that we
might believe in Him, and how, all
though His life, He tried to win the
jtrust of men; how grieved He was
 when men would not believe 1n Him,
| and how every one who believed came
| to love without trying to love at all,

He drank 1n all the tiuth; and sim-
{ ply saying, I will trust Jesus now, "
without an effort put his young soul n
j{Christ s hands that very hour. And
;5o he came into the peace of God
w wich passeth understanding, and
ved in it calmly and sweetly to the
end. None of all the loving friends
| who watched over him during the re-
 maining weeks of his life doubted that
! the dear boy had learned to love God
without trying to, and that dying he
wet. to Him whom ot having seen
he had loved.—Iil strated Weekly.




