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Realizing the importance and
suggestion made in regad to order in divine service,
the pastor not long since preached a discourse of
which the following is the Varest omtbne.  There was
necessity in the apostolic age to speak of the conduct
hecoming the house of God, and that necessity con-
tinually exists,  We should not fi:] to remember that
the object is 12 worship (God.  Whide there may be
the form .ithout the spirit, spintual worship will
always assumne Lecoming form, and the one has its
influence on the othes  * There should be prepara-
sion of heart in our homes for the hours of worship.
A burden of domestie rare, the excitement of huny,
and vain thoughts concerning the personal appear-
ance greatly disqunlify us for worslip  God looks
upon the bearts of tho ¢ who apperr in His bouse
2. We should be segulariy in our own plice of worship
onthe Lord's day. There is the power of habit in
ourselves and of influcnce on others. Those who
wander from place to plue both receive and dn but
little rood. Their actions declare that they are not
making the worship of God their chief object. 3. All
should be punctually v their places at the hour of wor-
ship. God's honour, our obligations to others, and
our own goad, call for this. The first part of the
service is that exclusively devoted to acts of worship.
All hindrances to tlus should be overcome. 4. A
devotional spirit and demeanour should be assumed
on enteting the house of God  “ Haobiness becometh
Thy house, O God, forever” and all the time. 3
Every one should participate in the exercises of the
hour. Praise, prayer, reception of the truth and the
offering to God of our substance is for all, old and
young. We should not go to church to be ministered
to but to worship the Eternal God ; and this we can-
not do by proxy or profession. 0. \We shouid close
the acts of worship and leave God’s house in 2 becom-
ing manner. In the presence of an earthly sovereign,
the audience stand unt’l the royal personage passes
out. It is not becomung to prepare to leave the pre-
sence of God befoie tha benediction s pronounced,
or cven then to make for the doors at once, It is
scemly to pause for a Litle, in prayer, and with the in-
terchange ol Chiistian salutations, to pass quietly out,
7. ltas of great nmportance that we should reflect on
and practice the ttuths of God’s Word heard.  Thus
is to the soui what assumilation and exercise is to the
body. Weaenot to be * hearers of the word only,
but docrs of 1t hkewise”  As a gentleman was going
out of the door of a church a boy asked, *“ 1s the
scrmon dune, wir. The reply was, “ No, it is
preached, but the people have yet to doat.”

THE IRISH FAMINE.

There can, we thunk, Le httle doubt about the
reality of the destitution at present prevailing in
Ireland, and of the LkLhaod of that destitution be
coming severcr and more wide spread  during the
coming months of sprirg and summer. It is equally
evident that the present cias s Dot for une moment
to be compared wath that which fullowed the potato
farlure in 46 and '35, cither i eatent or severnsty.  In
the north of the sland there i fetle if any suffering
Atteast what tnay Le to b wat wathin that quarter 15
of a very muld type, ~uch s Cea casily be relieved by
local and prvate benevo'ence. About the eatentand
sevenity of the destiiu oneve s in the warst districts,
there is a0 considerable dinersity of opiaion, and
many who are not by any means v the harshest and
least chantable dispos to=s Ja s hesate to affinm
that the proture fas v 2o by o oes beea given
with unnccossaiy b koo s, e el ot pula-
caland party parpo-~~ Theansee sy stan lings oves
the whole situatton b th~ evide t il e of Parnel!
and Company tospt-tner ol 0 v wseens, 1ather
than to feeid the hurgny o dothe o niked, are any
thing but editying evalution . No mderthaimany,
in the circumstance -, ote tempied to tin away with
disgust, and to refuse o give a fathing, cither to one

fund or another. The hollow selfishness and rant-
ing imbecility so ostentatiously displayed by those
*who claim by way of enunence to be the champions of
“ Ircland’s nghts, and the rehievers of Ireland’s wmiseries

jany of the kind, for their * passing by on the other

side.”  To withhold help from the perishing would be
very wrong ; but at the same time, thoughtful on-

lookers cannot help asking haw it should so often
come to pass that this assistanee is chiefly, if not exclu-,
sively, nceded in those parts of that unhappy island |
where there is at once the most fertile so! and the !
most genmal climate ; and how it is that the destitute

should be found almost exclusively among the Roman |
Cathohe section of the population. We have no

doubt about the land laws bemy bad, and we are as,
fully convinced that this very crisis will great'y help to |
their being very muci improved. But after allowing as i
much as we possibly can to the injurious nfluence of
those laws and the depressing and paralyzing effects
of many of the social arrangements of the country,

are we not forced to look for some other agency |
order fully to account for the strange and perplexing |
phenomenon presented by the chronic condition of
many parts of Ireland 2 And are we not shut up to

the conclusion that that agency 15 the system of re-

hgion by which so many Inshmnen ate held in thral-

dom? We know very well that the merest lint of
such a thing 1s always denounced 1 many quarters as
the exinbrtion of ignorant and anuquated bigotry.

We can't, however, help that, for everything is more

and more confirming what has with indefinite fre-

quency been asseited, that Popery is not only Ire-

land's great spmitual curse, but the great cause of her

social misery and matenal wretcheduess, Theevidence

tn support of this accumulates as the years pass by ?

Wiy should so many in the very best partsof that island

be always, even in the best times, trembhag on the

very verge of destitution—and these almost excla-

sively of one rehgious persuasion—while others, wath

a sterner clunate and less fertile soil, are scarcely

ever found in such deplorable circumstances? There

15 not onc thing apparently in wlichk these feilow-

countrymen difler, cxcept 1n thewr rehgion, and is it

then unnatural for onlookers to conclude that that re-

ligion which 1s so generally associated with poverty and

struggle inust be the chief factor 1n causing the mar-

vellous and disastrous diTerence i outward circum-

stances 2 We do not say hat this is any reason why

Protestants should stap their cars to’ the cry of dis-

tress or withhold thewr help from these who may be

suffering and destitute,  But it comes to be a matter

of ver: serious conswderation,all thesame,tosettle what

ts in the circamstances dutilnly and may very naturally

fead not a {ew to think that it would be better upon

the whole for cach church to help s own poor, so

thatf in any instance it cause the evil, it may also

take good care to apply the remedy.—Canada Pres-

bydersan,

MODE OF BAPTISM.

FATRACTS PKOM A SFRMON PREACHLD AV FEV. ATUART ROBINSON, D.D,
AT THEK SHCOND CHURCIE toUISVILLE, JANLAKY 111108, 3580,

{ Concluded.)

Here, beyond all question, wash and baptize are
cquiralent words.  Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. iv. 33) is
said to have “ been baptized (cbaphel with the dew of
heaven.”  Here wetting with dew is termed baptizing.
These examples suffice to shew that in all the Serip-
,tures, washing, whether by pouning cr sprinkling, was
1termed baptism,  \What hecemes, in all these cases,
(of “ dip and nothing but dip?” It further confirm-
"atuon of the fact that daptize was r1egarded mn the
"earhicst umes as a sacred technical word that the

Laun translation Lnewn as the Vulgate, the carliest
"of Chrisuan translations, dating back within a century
of the apostles, meidy vans'cried, without transla-
tion, the word éaptize.  If t meant i that era “im-
merse,” why did pot the vamlator sy “smmergo”
and “dmmersu,” as e Latin called t1? Ewvidently
baplizo was, i that canly age- -before that ntualistic
fanaticsm arose i the Church which, tegaiding the
washing of the body as hiterally a waslhing away of

fsms, therefore argued that the whole body must be

washed—the word was understood to be a sacred
technical word which no longer was limited to the
classic Greek meaning, but technically used, And it

is a most significant fact that transiations of the
appropriateness of the afford a very good excuse to those who are sccking Scriptures in all languages ever since, with the excep-

tion of recent Baptist sectarian versions, have fol-
lowed the cxample of that early Latin translation, and
transferred, without translating, dapfize. All the
scholars for 1,700 years, it seems, have failed to see
that the word means “ dip,” nothing Lut “dip,” but
have deemed daflfize a technical word designed to
describe a sacred rite, symbolizing by water, purifica-
tion, without reference to the mode of applying the
water,

And in still further confirmation of all this is the
fa~t that, had the loly Ghost intenden to use a word
that should mean “dip, nothing but dip ” the Greek
language furnished precisely *hat word in dypro, “ to
dip or dive.” That he passed vy dypfo and selected
baptizo, shews pliinly enough that his purpose was to
express, generally, cleansing by water as a symbol of
his work on the soul, without restricting the mode of
1ts application,

Lightfoot, recognized as the greatest “of all the
schulars ™ in Biblical learning, commenting on the
baptism of Juhn, says .

“For as it is undoubted that John brought those
who were baptized to the river, so it is almost as little
to be doubted that when they were there he threw
and sprinkled the water upon them, both to answer
the types of sprinkling that had pre-eded in the law,
and the predictions thereof that were given by the
prophets (Ezek. axiv. 26), * Then will I sprinkle clean
water,’ etc.  * The manner of the baptizing (of Jesus)
diflered not from the common manner that John used
with others, saving in one particular (confession), for
he went into the water, had water sprinkled upon him,
and prayed as well they.” (Lightfoot Harm. Works,
vol. iv., pages 274 and 305).

Since Lightfoot's time the excavations and explora-
tions among the early Christian bouses and churches
have brought to light pictures of the baptism of Jesus,
as painted in the carliest days of the Church, and the
baptisms of others, which shew that among primitive
Christians, at least, this view of Lightfoot obtained.
‘These pictures represent Jesus standing, stooping or
knecling in the wacer, and John pouring water on His
head. | remcmber secing such a picture, of John
pouring water upon the head of jesus, among the
frescoes of a disinteired house, which pretty reliable
traditions held to be the house of a Christian contem-
porary of the apostles. It does rot follow, thercfore,
that saptizing in Jordan means fmmersing in Jordan.
And as to baptism clsewhere in the primitive ages of
the Church, it is well known that in the Catacombs,
where Chiistians sheltered and worshipped, have been
found baptismal fonts too diminutive for baptisin by
anmersion ; and Dr. Edward Robinson affirms the
same thing of the relics of the ancient Christian
churches in Palestine, as at Tekoa and Gophna.
The fonts are so small that any immersion in them
was impossible.

I doubt whether cven the rude immersions in the
corrupt and fanaucal tmes succeeding the Apostolic
age were properly baptisms at all.  Many of “all the
scholars” are of opinton that the men under the care
of the deacons, and the women under the care of the
deaconesses, first went into the bath in accordance
with the fanatical notion that the washing of the body
cleansed from sin, and, after thus bathing, put on
white 1obes and came before the minister and received
the formal baptism by sprninkling or affusion.

A GOOD PRACTICAL SUGGESTION,

As7To the cases of Christian baptism—for remember
Johw's was not Christian baptism—1 can only com-
miend a methad of examination, which I have no
space to enter upon—a method suggested by a minis-
ter of our Church~-to any who can read or get read
for them the Greek Testaument. Prepare a table of
three columns, one headed, “Certainly by immersion
the secand, “Probably bv inmersion;” the third,
*Certainly not by immersion.” Then, divest your
mind of all theories ; and, as you read carefully the
scveral cases of ritual baptism performed, mark down



