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applicittion of al text, and no argument at al]. But, even nsing- tIii
own figuire, low is it th'it they do not expect that the tturniigof the
water ido wiîîe iihould be ixnmediate? Wh'Vat is there in the passige to
which they aihîde to warrant their waiting on tili a distant time i Was
not the wiiter changed into wine in their waterpots in a single lionr?
hideed, it seemns that the change took place ùi the very act of tilling the
vessels.

.1. A2 tlnr(l person has much to say, in a doctrinal forni, on the text lu
Phlîj. i. Il "He that has hegun the good work wilJ perform lt, M app]ying
the~ as:g to feelilgs, impressions, iterest awakenied among the Young
in the coise 4f coinnion weekly teaching. There is no conversion inl
sîîci cases: lut thmn it i% alleged, IIThere is real interest feit, there is
iflîjiressioli inadeI. -ind so the good work is begun, and if begun, shahl go
(M.' We~ repdy. I'l Tere is a ser-ions iiiistake here, for ' the good work
begun' menus4 c(errsion lias taken place ; convereion is the good iwork that
1,,gins the Christimi life." lRead the context and see this beyond doub)t
or dispute. T1he A postie Eavs, liHe that has converted you, j)lacing y0ki.
(MI Chr-ist the Fouindation, will not forsake you, btwill carry on the
butilding to compfleteness ln the day of Christ's appearing,." So that this
text is really an ar-guaient in favor of our not beinoe content with any-
thiung in the firîn of mere impressions, holoeful intereat, convictions. We
inust see conversion work, we must see the Christien life really begun
.111( this appdies to the caue alike of old and Young.

Ther-e is, lîowever, apart froni and besides ail this, a secret feeling on
the part of inay Christians that it is not so important for thern te be
the mleanls of eoînverting ebidren as it is te, be the rneaiis of converting
a1duits. But they forget that these Young souls, brought te Christ in

erv fifney, wiil be exercising an influence, year by year, ail hile long,
i til the different stages of their growth, and at -length, on reaching

mianhood, Nvile by God's grace, mightily move for good their circle, of
society-over and above the consideration of the evils escaped, and the
ili that M'as neyer- done.

There is, however, a more serious niisapp)rehenqion. iying at the root of
this irndeivaluiiig of early conversion. In reality, many podly people
do, look upon the conversion of children as ' a thing to be stood in doi*b
(f.' Thcy scarcely believe that any chuld's conversion is so deep and gen-
urine as is that of an aluit; and yet they admit that ail conversion alike
is the work of the Holy Ghost, and that lHe does, when it pleases
Hlmn, convert eildren as well as aduits. Stili they habitually ignore
atppatrent conversion in children; they have a theory that children ind-
tate oHd people, and that therefore these appearances are te be put dowu
to imitation only. In dealing with sucli pergsons, we say-

1. There mnust he cases of real conversion ainong children, if the Word
of (od is to be our standard; for surely Psalms viii. 2, la written for ail
ag-eF, and our Lord bas commented upon it thus, in Matt. xxi. 16: "1kve
ve nleyer read, Out of the rnouth of babes and sucklings Thou ha. per-
fectedl pras" Thug a little girl's reply to the question, IlWhen isho4ld
('hil<lren corne to Christ?1" was excellent. One scholar answered, "gAt
tiriteen." Another, "lAt ten." Another, "lAt six." But her repIy
was, IlWhenevcr they understand who God is.»

2.There is a mest peculiar fitness in the Gospel being blessed te tlbe


