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DR. VAUJGHAN ON RELIGION IN AMERICA.
\Yc gave, iu our issue for October, soîne extracts frein Dr. Vau-1îan's

account of Iiis visit te, the Ulnited States. \Ve have not been able to flnd
rooni till now for the remarks of se sagacious an observer on religlous matters
in that country.

CONGREGATIi'TALISM IN TIIE STATES,
"The Orthodox Congrcgationalists preisent 2,856 ehurehes, Rcrved by 2,045

ininisters, and the churcli members labit year were 259,110. Blut these figures
give ne idea eof the number of ehurches in the United States that are really Con-
grejgational-tlîat Î8, that are self-governed, ln distinction f'rei the ehurches
which allow thieir self-government te ho more or lcss infririged by Preshbyterian
or Episeepal nuthority. The Baptists, in all their s3ections; the Christian Con-
niexion ; the "Methodists ealled 1 Wesleyan,é and somne others; the Universalists,
and the Unitarians, are all, in fact, Congregationali8s, and the ehurches eof ail
these bodies united ainount te uearly 25,000. Add te this aggreg~ato of Congre-

gionalisi fur the United States, the aggregate froin G4reat Britain and bÎer
onies, and yen have more than 30,000 chiurches lu the world that inay be said

te be Congregational. Taking the word Congregationalismn in its iiere conven-
tional cense, the Congrcgationalism eof Ameriea lias its ehief seat iu New Eng-
land. But, taking the terra in its largest sense, as denoting churehes whose
government is cssentially pepular, it is diffused over the fouir sections eof the
Union-New En gland, the Middle States, the Western States, and the Southeru
States, in about equal proportions.

THE WO0RK1NG OF VOLUNTARYISM.
"The Voluntaryisin et' the United States is se far efficient ln meeting the rcli-

gious wants of the ceuimunity that ne Protestant bas any wis-h te sec i nieddled
with by the State. The difficulty whiehi le sometimes felt for a season, whcre the
population is new and thily scattered, is aecountcd nothing in coniparison with
the maisehiefs whicli it le ceeu would follow frein Goverrnent intrusion ln sucli
matters. W'herever a village cornes, the village spire or turret is sure te be ceeu
rising frein, its midst. If there lie but one ediflue, the priesurtption is that it is a
Presbyterian, a Baptist, or a Cengregational ehurcli, aud pesibly it mnay lie
used by more than one denoraination. But the provision is sure te ho made, and
yen will probably sec more than one snch structure 'whcre yen, might suppose

eueweldhae een enOugb,. TI o plnse'wrhp i 1  fnin
isters could Malte a people religieu8, the people et' the uîtedî Stateès-ïsheuld be
the tacet religions people ln the world. My travelling conipanion. tells ine, that
frein an elevation near New Hlaven hoe could trace ne less than seventeen Congre.
gational churches, ail being, la the language cf the ceuntry, parish churehes-_
that is, churches in whieh as many cf the people in the place as desired pastoral
assistance iniglit ebtain it. 0f course, the religions denominations lu America
have nu aucient cathedrals, no churches that werc once couneeted with vencrable
ablicys ; but the architecture cf their churches, beth in city and country, wilI
admit eof cemparîsen with that of cur own new or recently-built churches, theugli
the wcalth et' the United States ut present le net much more than haIt' that cf
43reat 33ritain. Sucli are the virtues cf willingheod ln a gud cause, wvhen lu
the bauds oet n who have the courage te trust it.

DENOMINATIONAL BIGOTRY.
1I wishi 1 could 8peak of the absence ef State intrusion with regard te religion

as having sufficcd te lay the spirit cf religions bigetry ; but that I canet do, lt
ie quite truc that lu America ne religions sct is entitlcd te take precedence of'
any other. In the cye cf the State, and lu the oye et' the law, the mninisters cf


