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iisistilig tîpon aî elose imitation of the napostolie inodel, s9hould have so
gcmicrahly aecjîîiu.seud in the cstiiblisliiiient of the individlual pastorate. 'IVC
sceui to hî:îve settilil down to the boee that a plurality of bishopu is imprac-
tic:îhle. Thec is not zav pastor ain Ong us, I atxa persuaded, whlo would hiave
hmctiiing to Icaru, :îand îîotlîing to unka.rmi, in bcomng one o? a New Test.nieît
eldershîip ; and rot we -ire oftcn oppressed %vitb te varicty and xîxultiplicity
of pi.storal diuty,.tid ire living iii the practice o? mi ill.concoa-led aîîtagonîsin
or min :îquircd imîditièrence tu wlîat wc regard as tixo unrcansonablc exaîctiîons
of' our peuople. Ti'îs reîîxark applies alîîxost cqually to the iinhîîistry os' a.11

caîeic1deoîxiîatioîîs. Personal observation satisfies your rctiring Chair.
imm» of' the :im.t»irs)existence of a clironic dissatisfaction ii the
îiiistry ini tho perflorîmincc o? pastoral ditfles ; and lie is .firnîily couvinced
th:ît :uî uiîsc*ripitirail practice iii rega,.rd to Citurcli ovcrsiglit is respousible fo.r
the cvii. T1hîo reuîedy is within the reacli o? the Cliurches o? our or<lcr, if*
witli ilime conîcurrenîce o? their pzistors thcy ivili put imite requisition ail av:îihî-
bie gii , ud set ap:îart a suficient mnmber of' suitable persons te tho oversighlt
or ili fhock, 'who will tiot ouly assume but actumlly share the responsibilities
o? gcivernumient. Then there will bc somne iîne.luingt in the exhortation, il Obcy
114cm that have the rule over you muid suhumit yourselves, for tloey wmtch fbr
your souls is they thmat mîîust -ive accoulnt, thiat thîoy nîa-y do it with joy mid
not %vtti grief." Why should the sielcness or absence of oue person internâît
publit:oshp delete the prmxyer mleetingl, suspenld the adiniistrationl o?
eamîu1ort tu the -ick, istip.tir ail the mumwlinery of tic Cliurehi, cxcept lierlhîps
the Sabhbat li Sulmool a iid possibly tuie l' ible Ckass ? A nd liow eau wc ii thme
lizestor:d olice umider sîîch, Ilcnstne -ive ourseives contiually to îîmnyer
anid the îi:îiistry c? tlic word ?" lBrethircn, if the Aposties qaid te the
US.ZCIlîbled Cimurcli in Jeruqalei, 41It is niot rcason that WC Should leave the
word ù? God maid serve table:,,"' it was because tbey feit tiait tlc cimis cf
the iîiuiistry of the word wcre par.unomut. Let us do wiat ire cmmtn in pastoraîl
çsversighit; mfford readly ;iccess tu all who couic inquiring, 'I Whnt illust we d1o
to be cd? or 5s*ehiimîg couisel iiidfielis or conîlèriiil trials ; let ums
prmîyerfîmlly dcide lî<w mîuch Linie eaui bo devoted te doînieihiary î'iît-itiotî,
anid iiin g froni lieuse to bieuse let the frequcnicy and character of' our
visits be detcrmiîmied to ai cousiderable degree by our convictions c.f thc neces-
sity of' tie per-sols visited, carcflully avoiding the seif-deception thmmt our duty
is perfx)rsned by inimkimîg so, inany visits te cach liousc-liold 'within a spoeciticd
petio(l, a pl.ani %rhih lias the recouinendation o? bein,- niethodical, and (if
ail privaf c fricndsliips are smmrificed, anid ci-cry visit is pastoral) the fiîrther
rceo'uiemmiIldmî tioli of imîipmrti.tliy, since ail reccive siamilar treatnient-but a
plan whii is open to the fatal objection o? being in the highest degree
unumtural, and defeating tlic obýjeet o? paistoral visitation by niakingi mlîe
speimil treatiiicat of peculint Cases impossible. Let us do what WCe cm'n, 1
repemît, ini pasi-tor.;l oversiglît, but let nothinz tempt us to superficial prepair.
tion £)r time pulpit. Tiîe Apostolie injunctions alrcady quoed dcniand a
prayerful study u? the «iword. We cannot bc workiucn rmceding not tu be
aislmaicd ; wc eamiot r.glitly divide tlic word of truth ; ire cannot ma-zke fuhll
proof o? car iinitrýy; ire czinnot show ourselves approed utito God ; ire
.:niot propcrly do the work of an cv.itgclist, iritmout devoting a vcry conm-
siderable portîiom o? our âimîe to the study of God's truth. It is a part cf
our duty toecxhort and te convince gainsayers ; and titis ean only bc done,
.ns P:mmîtl rcoonunends tient it .9hould bc donc, by sound doctrine, by a holding
fast o? the faithful word. MVc arc called te, preaeh the Gospel tixat ive ia


