
THIE TWO EDENS. 0

cencee-there I placcd him, surroundcd by ail happy influences and amid
greatcst advantagcs; if you would form an estimato of what I have donc for
primeval mnan, stud 'y E~den 1" Lt will ho borne in mind that we are not îned-
dling with the rnystery of the origin of cvii, but are cencerning ourselves
only with its entrance amid the experience and history of our race. God
muade man holy and lc placed him ainid scenes niost faveurable te the con-
tinuance ef 'is integrity. The Eden of the Bible is Ilwide as the polos
asunder," froin the werld as it now is, as te nature and charactor. The Creator
inay have beca building up during myriads of ages this present human
dwclling-place, adaptcd te a state of discipline, dcvclopment and educatioa
for sinful nman, that siafulness being foreseen; but it is cxpressly declarcd that
God specially plantcd Luis gardon of delights for his human offspring as they
came eut of Ris moulding hands. There was mutual adaptation between the
dweller and the dwelling.placo-both altegether good, like the Creator. The
tenants oceupicd their glorious abede se long as thcy continucd truc and
upriglit. When tbey foul into transgression ail fltncss vas goee: they xnuEt
bc banished frorn thc place ne longer adapttd te their condition. Thus we
bave in thc wliolc Eden scenee cloquent witness te God's idea-His thouglit
froni ivhieh man's life is a departure. Lt fornis a background, against whose,
sweet and caini radiance the hue of sin looms black as night. That background
'was rearcd up by the Most Iligh-the departure, the sin, werc exelusivcly
ruan 's.

What theughtful man bas pondered thc Bible narrativ.eo f thc transgression
without sceing the likenoss te lis ownsabs? The proess decribed is exactly
that of whieh we are ourseivez censcieus. Attempts have been muade with
these early records te allegerize, or .te make thera rather an epic pen than
history. But 'whe is satisfled with tiiese atternpts ? Yeu canuot feel content
with anything short of thc narrative nieanlng just what iL says. Lt is te, bo
assumcd that Ged's intercourse with mnan primueval would be widely different
from. that whieh new obtains; the circunistances of thc case are totally
diverse, and ho works ne .unnecessary miracles. Thon ho spake face te face;
new he addresses us otherwise, for ho has cstablisbed .7meiia of intercourse,
and the special and exceptional are unnecessary.

The narrative introduces te view a tempter, whe-has net yet ceased te w.ield
influence. Vie know what it is te ho tempted. Soc the weman gazing,
desiring, deubting God, yet believing the dcvii, and thon taking and eating!
She immedliatcly herseif becomes a tempter, and seures a partner ia the
transgression. Sînnie and hidi og follow. They have lest those pure and
]oving9 feelings towards Q~oa whidh they lad aforetiie. There is now
estrangement and dread : they fear that Ho wl1 ho their enemy. How like
our own exporlence! Il Let ne man say whcn ho is tempted, I amn temptcd
ef Ged; fer Ged cannet be tempted with cvil, neither tempteth lie any man ;
but every man is drawn away of lis own lust and etiticed; thon when lust
hath conceivcd it bringeth forth sin, and sin hebn it is fiaished bringeth forth
deathi"- (James i, 13-15). Is iL net se that the essence of transgression is in
thc dawning of the thouglit that there, is geed within our reach, which lies
outside the commanduient ef Ged ? ZIiere is ne sutc good. Ail that is real
is within the circle of Ris commands. But wlen Eve began te think other-
wise, the proeess was rapid te, ruin. WThen we de se, eurco~urse is the sanie.

But what of the other Eden loto which the Chrisian.'s life jeurney at
length enters, and where le hives for ever. How shall its happy bowers
be reaehed, and iLs glorieus ligît enjoyed ? Not at aIl without a divine
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