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Divine lips, followed THm into the desert, forgetful of their,
corporal, nourishxnent, the tenderness of His Sacred Heart
prompted Him to work that wenderful miracle of the mul-
tiplication of the boaves.

But in coming to the relief of that great moral niisery,
sin, Bis merciful charity has signalized itself. Tù1e Heart
of Jesus is the permanent source lof pardon 'which Heaven
grants.to sinners, and of the aid which they require that
they may be reconciled to God. .By how many mysterious
ways does Our Lord not cali back sinners to His love.
When we see ail that God has doue for us through, His
Church, and when we consider ail the graces and favors
which He is continually lavishing upon us, we must believe
that He really wishes to save us.

"1It is with reason, e says St. Bernard, " that God is
'called the Father of mercy, and not the Father o! judg-
'ment or vengeance; first, because mercy is more natural
« to a father than indignation, and God in His quality 'of

" Father has pity on His children ; aýgain, because He draws
" from B-iriseif the origin and cause of Bis mercy, whilst
'our malice furnishes Hini with the occasion of judgment
and punishmient. " Pity considers only the xisfortune ;

it forges the cause of the suffering whichi it seeks to relieve.
When a m<ther sees her ,child suffering, she thiinks flot of
his guilty conduct, whicli bas been the cause of bis sorrowv,
but seeks only to extend to hini help, consolation and
pardon. This is the toucliing image under which. God
presents Himself to us in the Scripture. We love to read
those expressions of tenderness : '«Can a -womiau forget lier
infant, so as not to have pity on the son of lier womb ? and
if she should forget, yet will ixot I forget thee." (Isaïas,
xLIx). Our Lord declares that Be will have more compas-
sion than. a mother for lier cliuldren. (Eccl. iv. ii.).

Wlxen Our Lord deigned to dwell amongst mien, He nxadt:
known to themi the ineffable dlemency of B-is Sacreci Heart.
Sinners camne into; His presence, and He inanifested for tli


