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Parrvatibe Picces,

A MARVELLOUS ESCAPE,

Nearly cighty years ago two Mora~
vian missionaries, who were stationed
in Labrador, at a place called Nain,
set out ona journey ina sledgeyover the
ice, to one of their settlements situat-
cd further north.  They started carly
in the morning. ‘The weather wasall
that could he wished for to fuvor their
journcy. In those northern regions
the air is clear and biting, toan extent
never known in more temperate eli-
mates. The members of their party
were each wrapped up warmly, and
anticipated a pleasant drive. Their
sledge was drawn by dogs, and driven
by an Esquimaux Indian. Another
sledge followed, in which were other
patives who were friends of the mis-
sionarics, among them were a woman

.and her child.

The whole party weve in  high
spirits. They had one hundred and
fifty miles to go, which they expected
to accomplish in about two days, as
most of the way was over the frozen
sca, and the sledges ran with case, and
the dogs were fresh and in full vigour.,
After they had journeyed some hours,
and were & long distance from the
shore, upon the clear glistening ice
that covered the ocean, they mcet a
sledge containing some strange Bsqui-
maux Indians. These natives were
hastening for the land as rapidy as
possible. They harely stopped a 110-
ment, and advised the missionaries to
return at once to the shore. They
gave no reasons for their advice, and
as the missionarics could sce no cause
for returning, it was not heeded by
them. The weather was fiir,  Hard-
ly a cloud was to be scen in the sky.
The frozen ocean, as far as the eye
could reach, was as motionless as
though the treacherous wave beneath
were chained forever. Not many mo-
ments passed,however, before their dri-
ver thought he perceived what is called
a ground swell under,theice. Ile jump-
ed from his sledge. Lying down, he
placed his car upon the frozen surliice
He then distinctly heard a hollow
grating and roaring noise that scemed
.as if ascending from the abyss beneath.
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The travellers now quickened the pace
of their dogs. Soon the motion of
the sea under the ice was more percep-
tible. The driver turned for the shore,
and urged the dogs to their utmost
speed. The wind soon began to blow,
and dark clouds seemed to rise up al-
meost as if by magic from the horizon.
The ice began to break. It opened
here and there, in cracks and fisures
onc or two feet wide. 'These were
rapidly crossed by the frightened com-
pany, and still they uwrged forward
their dogs on their perilous way.

But now the warningsigns increased.
As the sun descended toward the west,
the wind rose to & storm. The snow,
upon the rocks and mountainous led-
ges of the coast, was violently driven
up by occasional gusts, und filled the
atmosphere. The ground swell in-
creased so much, thatthe vast body of
ice, upreared by a troubled ocean be-
neath, heaved fearfully in many places,
and rose slowly like gathering waves.
The sledges no longer moved swiftly
and smoothly along, but could, with
difliculty, be preserved from over turn-
ing. Loud noises, too, were heard in
the distance, resembling discharges of
cannon, occasioned by the breaking up
of the ice. The Bsquimaux cagerly
strove to reach the shore; but it soon
appeared evident that the ice would
burst midway between them and the
land. As they neared the coast, the
prospect before them was truly terrific.
The ice was grinding and breaking in-
to o thowsand picces against the preci-
picies, wichatremendous noise, which,
addcd to the raging of the wind, and
the snow storms driving about through
the air, utterly prevented their hearing
or sceing anything distinetly. It was
with the utmost difticulty the terrified
dogs could be urged onward, amid the
rising and falling of the ivysca. The
drivers paused a few scconds, in a sort
of mute despair. Then, scizing the
critical moment when the trembling
mass dashed wildly to the level of the
coast, they drove their sledges furious-
1y along it, and succeeded in their haz-
ardous attempt. They had hardly time
to look around them after gaining the
land, when that part of the ice from




