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A MARVE LLOUS ESCAPE.

Nearly cigiîty 3,ears ag-,o twîo 'Mora-
Vianf missioîiaries, wVIo %veC ctatioiied
in Labî<îdor,a:t a place caliod Nain,
set outoxi ajoiurnwy i1 a siodgejovcr the
icey to one of tlîeir Settlemnîts situat-
cd 'fîrther ,îortlî. '1'hey startcd eariy
i the xnloringiý. 'flic weathier was all

that couid ho wislicd for to flîvor their
journey. In tlhosc îîortlîeril reg.ions
the air is cicar ani bitig, ta ail extent
nover kxîownl iii more tempurate edi.
inates. The nicnliers of tlîeir p)art%-
%vec cachi wîuppe i up w'arîniy, ani
anticipated a pleas-ant drive. Their
sledgc was drawmi by dgand driven
by anl Esquimnaux indian. Another
sledge foIloved, iii wiîichi iere other
natives -%î'bo wvere fricands of theic iiý-
sionarios, anong thini ivcro a Nvoiian

lanîd her child.
The uvhoio party were in higli

spirits. Tiîcy liad one hundred ani
fifty miles to go, w'bich thcy expected
to acconiplishi in about two days, as
nost of tic -%vay wvas over tic frozein

sca, and thc slies rail ivitlî ease, ani
thc dogs werc fresh aîîd in ftit vigour.
Aftor they bnd journeyod somoe liours,
and wcre a long distance fronli tic
siiore, 1upon the cear blseiii c
tiait covercd tho oceani, Llicy ilict a
slecdgec ontaining sonie strange E squi-
maux Iridians. These natives woero
hastcning for the land as rapidy as
possible. They barely stopped a mao-
muent, and advised the mîissionaries to,
ratura at once to the diorc. '1'lîy
gave no i-casons for tlijir ailvice, mil
as tic nîiissionaries could sec no cause
for retxirnimig, it iras lnot hoced(l by
thcm. TI'le weatlicr Nas; fair. liard-
iy a cloud %vas to ho seen la the skvy.
Thc frozea occan, as fiar as thc eye,
could reach, wvas as xnotionlcss as
thougli thc treacherous ivavc bencathi
ivere ciaicd forever. «Not many nio-
monts passcd,howcver. bcforo their dri-
vcr thougit lie pcrccivcd wbvlat is caled
aground swcllildertic ice. Jli mmp-
ed fron lus sled-ge. Lyinig dowii,lho
piaccd bis car 11i)Ol the frozen suir.race
lie thon distinctly becard a liolv
grating and ruaring noise tliat sccnîcd
.as if asccndiug from the abyss becca l.
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The travl lors noiv qmiickcencd tic pace
of tlicir dogs. Soon tie motion of
tice sea iiîcler the ice Nwas more percep-
tible. The driver turned for the shore,
and urigcd the (iogs to timeir utmost

se<.The wind soon began to blow,
and clark ciouds scenied to risc up ai-
niost as if by aiefroin tic horizon.
'j'ic ice beganl to breaîk. It opcned
bore anid Luicre, inicak and fisures
omie or two foot iwide. These wcre
raîpidIy crosscd by tic frîghltencd coin-
pany, and stili they urgcd forward
tlîcir dogs on tlîeir perilomis way.

l3(ntnow ticwrimgin incercascd,
As the sunl descelndoî toward ticù West:
tic -win(i rose to a storiin. T1he snow,
111)011 tic rocks and niountainous icd-.
gos of the coast, was violcntiy driveu.
up by occasionai gxsts, and llid the
atinoslicre. Thie grotund sweii iii-
creasc(i .0 inuci, tliatici vast body of
ice, uprcared by a troubled ocean bo-
nleati, licavcd fearfuily iri nîany places,
and rose siowiy like gatiîcring waves.
The slcdgcs no longer nîoved swiftly
ami sxnootlîly aiong, but couid, iwith
ditliculty, ho prcscrvcd fromn over tiirn-
inig. Loud nietoo, wcro heard iii
the distance, rescmnbling discbarges of
canlnon, occasioncd by tic brcaking up
of tue ice. The Esquimaux eagorly
strove to roacli tue shiore; but it soon
1ipp)rarOd evident tliat tic ice îvould
bur-st iiiidway bctwcen thomn and the
land. As they nocared the coast, the
prospocL before thiin îas triy terrifie.
'fli ic'c was ridnamdbreakingr in-
to a thior ;anid pieces against ihle preci-
ploies, liatrmedsnosvhcb

dddto the ra é img of tic wvind, and
tlîe sniow storîns (iriving about tirougli
the air, utterly p)rcvcrite;d tiair hcarimîg
or secing nuiytlimig distimictly. IL iwas
with tlîe utmost difficmlty tic tcrrificd
(lo-s couid ho tirgced onward, axnid the
rising and faihing of thc icy sca. The
drivers pausod a fcw seconds, in a sort
of imite despair. Thon, seizing the
critical moment wlîon the trcxnbIinz
mass daslicd -%ildly to, tic levol of tic
coast thcy drovo thocir sludges, furious-
ly along it, and succccded in their liaz-
ardous attcmnpt. 'flîcy lmad bardiy time
to look around thecin aftcr gaining the
land, when tlint part of the ice from


