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C timu.-But the kiing!
Di, H.-Is too muagnairnouis to iiîsist on niy returu. wlîcîî lie Icarus the

motive for Myfiht
KJNG.-(aside>. Magnanimous! she is righit.
fln l.-F or mie in re*ility biis Majesty cares littie.
KiNa.-(aside). 1l begiia not tu bc quite certain on tlîat hcead! lier

sorrows intcrcst nie.
Dr. Il-He is nîiisled by flic Couutess. (wceeps) and 1 ani betrayed !
Cuii-.-WVhy not appeal to the Qucen. ?--or, the Quecu mother ? 1!
DE IL.-Delicacy towards the King, loni 1 inost truly lionour ; fear of I

conipromisilig De Lauzun, the consequences of' whieh would lx- dreadful.
persecution on ail sides.

Kxxo-(asde).Persecution ! ut rny Court ! neyer!
DE H-I have no resourc but fliabit! The abbess of Chiaillot is wy

relative-a dear friend of rny deeeased niother-to her will I fly fbr refuge.
CuA&m.-(aside). De Pons already in the convent; site, too, going; the

maids of honour ail becoming devotees; and the Court a mere îîursery for
l'uns.

Di: W-Sec! I have prepared a letter ini whieh I explain rny painfol
isituation. (G-ires letter). Cause it, 1 bcscch you, to bc eonveyed, with al
secrecy and despateh, to the dear Abbess Slie wîll synipathize in my sorrows,
ana open ber anus to me.

CB.A.-(tak-ing letter reluctaiitly). But the King's dispieusure!
DE 1.-Four nothing! when 1 arn gone lus -Najesty will ho infornhod of al

the particulars. Ile will forgive you, and pardon mce.
KiN.-(ruskiingfroii cabinet). lie willI! ho do*i!
DE Il. k- (Ju.-(kneel). The King!
BoN-.-(emerging slowly). Ilc iil not bo disgraecd thon, :îfter al.
KixG..-(taking De M's. /iand). Ilise, cxenipiary girl! (iha nîarai,îtl. you

m~iay retire.
DE 1.-Pardon him, Sire! I arn aJonc, to blame.
Ki-nG.-Bc rc-assurcd-wc 'wiil niot dea«dl harsiy liy bu! (Chinara îie

hows, and ezit). As for yefMclvouir conduct coniinmaifds our respect;
your sufferin, our s.ympnathy. Remaiin at the Court. We wifllprotect you,
and yotir-secret shah ho sacrcd. Bontemps! withdr.tw. (Exit Bontemýp.~

Dr H.-(agitated). Sire! this clemcuy! this coiisiàcr.itioni!
Ki.xG.-Rcetire to your apartnient. IVe will restime this conversation

another finie. Corne, bo coinforted. (takeç lier liami and leads her off respect-
fidly). She is r(-.liy a vcry estimable pcrs'on, and vcry beautiful ; but what
Sis hor bcauty nowv to me. A singular story ! De Lauzun affianced1! bis love
returned ! a lady in whose wlfr-I-ha*! a horrible suspicion is suaggested.
Affianccd! imu it ho La Yalliere? it xnust-whorn else? distraction!
t roicEs.-(zcithoud) Maîdle. .121ontalais!

KiX. -The maids of hionour! Thîcy iuust not sce me. When titbc y have
retircd, I will return-my heurt iii the nican tume rackcdl with doubt-I
despair! (Ext.>

VOîcns.-(Iitoct) Madile. iMàontalais!

Enter Montalais.

MoS.-Ha, ha! i bave outstripped them ail! Let mue obey the Countesa,
and reconnoitrc. She suspects that the Kingi came hither. Ha! the cabinets


