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Perlhaps you prefler flie sonorous periods of Miltoun to
Shakespeare's wood-niotes wild. Yon cau recite, thon, t ho
invocatioa to ]ighit iu the third book of Paradise Lost, or
the soncg of Adam and ve: "These are thy glorious w'orks,
Parent of grood," from the fifth book, or the pathetic close:

Soie natural tears tlioy driolped, but wip)ed thein soon
The worlçl was ail before them, whiere to choose,
Tiheir phcof rest, aind Pr'iovidlence their guide:
T liand in ]iand, with wandering ste1)s and slow,
Tlirôughi Eden tookz their solitary way.

Is Milton ponderous, overweight;ed with antique learn.
iiig? No such objeto ci be urged agaiust our modern
poets. Great moni have lived, and sung iu our owu time
ivhat will never cease fromn the mnusic of the world. The
brighltness, the verve, the easy ceaseless flow of Scott, the
marvellous music of the best pieces of Edgar Allen Poe, the
Biugle Songi the Lotos Eaters, the Passingr of Arthur of
Tennyson, the homelier tenider verse of Whittier and Long-
Ièellow ; what (Io von know of these ? Surely yoti eau
recite for us some of these soings of our own days. If you
cannot, I fear you have missed much attainable culture.
But it is not too late to mend. iBegrii at once to store your
mind with masterpieces of prose and poetry.

l)o inot tell me that yon have no memory for such things.
You may have a me-mory eiifèebled by want of exorcise.
But I wvill promise yort that with three months of dilig«ent
endeavour you may so develop your unused powers that
two rvadings of a piece of poetry of forty or fifty linos will
imprint ht on your melnory.

You rntist lxegiln by an iintense, close study of some
worthy bit of' literiatuire. Yoii must examine ifs message
reproducig the ex-act thought of the author iu ahl its parts
and rela.-tionis wYit-h inue accuraey. You must then -with
equal microscopie care examinie the formn of the expression,
metre, alliteration, assonance, rhyme, the structure of the
periods, the appropriateiness of the verbiage. At first this
minute- study xvili cost time and effort ; but with practice
yon will grain flaci lity, s0 that; von will be able to bond
your attention ou a passage rcad, with a comprehension at
once xvide ini range aud initent iii scrutiny such as you do
flot now conceive possible. Yon will put more of thought;
into one readingr than voit 10w squander over a dozen
dilatory and uninpressive perusals. Then it will have
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