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as it is with choice works of art, and fragrant with the menory of great poets
and sages ; its internal arrangements bearing witness to the good taste and
practical turn of Gothe, to whose splendid poetical genius a graceful
tribute is rendered in one of the four ¢ Dichterzimmer;” while the other
three commemorate, also by beautiful paintings illustrative of their works,
the great gifts of Schiller, Wicland, and Herder.

From Weimar the transition is quite natural to the subject of the presen
paper, since to the fostering hand of the Grand Duke of Saxe-Weimar-Eise.
nach, to whom, apparently, its very dust is dear, the Wartburg owes the
preservation of every worthy relie of its eventful history, as well as restora.
tion to all its ancient comeliness. And probably there are few buildinw
which surpass in interest of association the small picturesque palace-fortress
which has for eight centuries towered on its rocky throne over the city of
Eisenach, and which ranks as one of the must precious relics of the days f
chivalry and minstrelsy. Here, too, we sve the working of medieval piety
in its purest form, and possess @ leaf of the record—none the less stirrin
because written in characters wuadorned and even rugged—of the abundant
lubours and perils of one of the bravest champions of Iiberty and truth.

The Wartlnrg is sitnated on the v estern spur of the vange of hills covered
by the Thuringian Forest. 1t stands 1250 feet above the level of the sea, il
600 above Eisenach ; and cceupies an area of alout 400 feet in length, by
120 in breadth. Tt is inaccessible from the south and -vest, where the perper-
dicular walls of rock, on which its foundations rest, render all outworks ahke
umecessary and impracticable. At the toot of the rocky castle hill lies the
town of Bisenach, from which the Wartburg may be gained by a goud pede
trian in Iralf an hour, by paths which, though steep and toilsome, are shady,
and afford beautiful views of the swrrounding country.  You approach the
entrance of the fortress by a bridge over a deep artitival chasm in the rotk:
before crossing which it js customary to rest at the adjacent ** Wirthscloit”
or restaurant, a never-failing adjunct to German show-places, and one wlich,
though semetimes condemned as horribly prosaic and out of place, is never
theless in practice highly appreciated by weary touvists. This © Wirthschaft,
of recent erection, is said to be built in correct medieval style ; and must
ceriainly be considered more appropriately situated than its predecess,
which ocenpied an aucient chamber of the castle in close proximity tois
sanctum sanc*ornm,—Luther’s room. :

The bridge crossed, and the gothic doorway (of the fifteenth century, and « §
an uninitiated ¢ye most quaint and venerable, though doomed to restoration) &
passed *he Torbiry, or outer court of the fortress, is gained ; then through
it and a sccond vaulted dvorway, the Hoflorry, or inner court.  This wis |
capable of independent defence, in event of the Porburg being taken by
encmy, and cowprises the palace or Landgrafenhnus, the Kemuate, or L'
house, the belfry, the keep, and other objects of interest. Of these the st
ture of greatest antiquty and beauty is the palace. It is belicved to have
been bmilt about the year 1070 by Count Ludwiyg der Salier, a prince of wret g
account in ais day ; though probably he owes seme of his fame to legenduy |
lore,—a source from which it scems impossible for even the patience of G-
man research to separate historical truth in the records of the foundation i i
the Wartburg, and of much besides concerning it.  The account generaliy gl
aceepted is that Ludwig, when hunting, struck with the capabilitics of [
hill on which the Wartburg stands for the site of a fortress, suddeunly dutr
mined t build a castle there. When this purpuse, getting wind, wasn
unnaturally demurred to by the owner of the soil, Ludwig met all objectius
by solemnly declaxring that nowhere Lut en his own ground would e buill
his custle. A famine prevailing in the land, and labour at a discount, Lul §8
wig hired men to convey, under cover of night, sutticit.nt soil from his ow
domain to cover the chosen mountain-crest.  This accomplished, he not ou; i
erected his stronghold, but after sandry changes of fortune bequeathed it G
a lung line of descendants—the puwerful Landgraves of Thuringia.




