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To fill the office of Premier of Canada, where a man is called upun,
flot only to guide the ship of state in its legisiation ; but to recojicile
differences betwveen provinces; to manage the susceptibilities of vari-
ous races and creeds ; to deal with the perplexing problems that crop
up not. only at home but with the mother country, and ivith our im-
mediate neigbbors, and above ail to, satisfy the clamorous demands of
partizans-a much more difficuit matter than to flght the enemy in the
open, is one of the most trying positions in n-bich any man cani be
placed.

Sir John A. Macdonald, pater patrie, w-as the only one w-ho could,
carry the burden for any nu mber of years. Hon. Alexander McKenzie,
after a short period of office, iv-s a broken doivn man-a mere shadow
of his former self. Sir John Abbott, whose health w-as flot good wheu
he assumed office, had to retire at the end of a few months. Sir John
Thompson, w-ho combined the Preniiershi> with the portfolio of justice,
despite his enormous capacity for work succumbed at the post of duty
at the early age of fifty. To-day Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, yet 4:
the prime of life, whose graceful oratory bas charmed flot only the
people of Canada but those- of the United Kingdomn and of La Belle
France as w-ell, is now in the sunny south seeking, and w-e ail hope
with success, to i-ecuperate health shattered during the few years of
bis premiership, in the serviceof bis country.

The work incusubent on such a position might w-cil excu.se the
occupant fra)m undertaking, anything invoIving extra labor, and rio
mere politician w-ould consent to te involved in any outside cause
w-hen antagonism w-ould be almost inevitable. S~r Jolin w-as no mere
politician. He w-as a statesman -ho despised subterfuges of ail kinds;
one w-ho feit that if lie could do good by identifying himself with a
niovement, it w-as his duty to go forward.

«"Fear the Lord and do right4" w-as his guiding maxim. WVe are
not therefore surpnised that, in addition, Io' bis hedv-y lahor: he sbould
bave taken part irt the organization cif a branch of the Catholic Truthi
Society. in the city of Ottaw-a. His w-as no perfunctory member-
ship. He accepted the presidency of tha association, deiivered the-
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