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ter at his hands. There is one notable example, however, of his
proper use of sarecasm, as popularly regarded, which must not be
omitted. An overzealous church warden had ordered the re-
moval of a beautiful eross from the churchyard of St. Mary Red-
cliff, where it had been the greatest attraction for more than three
hundred years. Chatterton wrote a satire upon this act of van-
dalism to Felix Farley’s Jowrnal. It is regarded as his first con-
tribution to that paper and was written when he was in his ¢ighth
year. ’

Those who have aceused Chatterton of the improper use of
his talents at so early an age, should not forget that he deserves
much praise for the good use he had also made of them before he
left his native Bristol. Besides composing several poems of a
high order of merit, he had made himsclf remarkable for his un-
rewmitting application in the acquisition of knowledge. All his
spare pocket money, while attending Colton School was spent by
him in the purchase of books, such as Chauecer, Spencer, Collins
and others. There is no record of any poet who, at his age. had
written so much. He was an duthor of many poems of undoubted
merit, at an age which the world’s other great poets had left well
behind before they had writien their maiden efforts.

Before he wus quite fifteen years, and after he had been near-
ly seven years in the school of Colton Hospital, Chatterton was ap-
prenticed as a law clerk to John Lambert, a Bristol attorney. In
the lawyer’s office he continued his literary efforts, using his spare
time when not engaged in the routine of clerical work, in the more
congenial employment to which he had devoted himself, as a
writer of prose and verse. 1lis love of mystery and seercey did
not evidently abate un his entering upon the matter-of-fact duties
of a lawyer’s clerk.

It was while in Mr. Lambert’s office that he palmed off on a
credulous public an article written by him for Felix Farley’s
Journal, as an ancient manuseript. 1t was signed “‘Dunelmus
Bristoliensis,”” the signature under which he sometimes masquer-
aded, and was written on the occasion of the opening for traffic of
a nmew bridge over the Avon, the old one, which had been built
in the reign of Henry IT.. having given way to a new structure.
The writing purported to be a eopied deseription of the Bristol
Mayor’s first passing over the old bridge. The identity of the
copyist was soon afterwards discovered wlhen he appeared per-
sonally in the office of the Bristal JJournal and submitted another
article for publication. It was about then that the rumor heecame
current that Chatterton had transceribed ancient manuseripts




