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CONCERNING THE USE OF FORMS.

BY KNONONIAN,

11E trend in the Presbyterian Church on this continent is
towards the use of forms in marrying, burying, baptizing,
and on other special occasions, ‘The growing practice of using
the manuscript in the palpit seems to bring along with it the
desire to use forms in the discharge of other dutics that devolve
upou the minister  Ministers who cannot be suspected of
any leaning towards a ritual who are as evangelical asany man
can be, who are quite capable of performing a marriage cere.
mony or conducting a funeral service in the most appropriate
anner, ace sometimes scen using a book of forms when they
narey or bury, In fact ministers who least need a book of
forms are the men who most frequently use one, while some
brethren who would be none the worse for using a printed form
are just the men who wonld hardly give a book of formsa place
on the upper shelf of the.r libraries.

Is the trend towards tie use of forms a good thing, or a bad
thing. or a middling thing® What does it mean? Does it
mean that ministers are too busy to prepare themselves to do
their work on all occasions reasonably well without printed
help? Docs it mean that some of them are too nervous to
marry a couple before a large audience or conduct a funeral
service in presence of a considerable gathering of people many of
them from other churches, in such a manner as to reflect
credit on their own church? Has clerical inertia anything to
do with it > Does the presence of the ubiquitous reporter influ.
ence the parson in favour of a form The reporter. of course,
wishes to tell his readers that the marriage or burial was con.
ducted according to the Episcopalian form or the Presbyterian
form, or some other form, and if their is no book of forms used,
he may say the thing was not done in good form.

Do someof the people hanker after printed forms? DMany
Presbyterians of course, do not like them and never will.  They
want to see the minister stand up like a man and do his work in
good o}d fashioned manly style  They like to see him open his
mouth as his Master did when he preached the sermon on the
mount, and marry and baptize, and bury without the aid of a
crutch. If he cannot do that they are very likely to think that
he has mistaken his calling Perhaps he has \We strongly
sympathize with the sturdy Presbyterian who looks upon the
growing hab.. of reading sermons and using forms with a con-
siderable amount of suspicion. But still people who want to
use forms have their rights as well as those who dislike them.
Ministers who prefer to use forms, and people who are willing
to have them used should be allowed to exercise their liberty
without any harsh criticism. The best kind of a minister is the
one who can do his work fairly well with or without forms, and
perhaps the best kind of a church is one made up of people who
like to have things done in different ways. Ironclad uniformity
is the offspring of narrowness and the father of imbecility.

There is not much use in asking whether Looks of form
should be used in the Presbyterian Church in Canada., As a
matter of fact, half a dozen or more of them are used now. We
know of four, and it is quite safe to guess that there areat least
two or three more. Such being the case, would it not be well
to have a book of our own. Al the books we know of are fairly
good, but they are not ours, and there is no reason why we
should not make one. There are dozens of hymn books in the
world but weare making anew one.  \Why not have a2 com-
pamion book to be used at marnages. funerals, and on other
special occasions. Nobody need use 1t if he did not wish to do
so. Even the most pronounced opponent of forms wculd find it
convenient to have suitable Scripture selections so arranged
that they could be used readily on all special occasions. Our
ideal of a book of forms would be one made up almost exclusively
of Scripturcselections. A book of that kind bound in limp covers
could be carricd in one’s inside coat p.cket to the graveyard,
and uscd much more conveniently at the graves’ mouth than a
Bible. The prayers if there are any~the burial servicef there
is any—nced not be used by anybody who thinks that an ex.
temporancous address or prayer is more suitable.

\Ve have nothing to say to the man who 1s opposed to making
selections from the Bible.  Asa matter of fact you make a selec-
tion every time yod read unless you read the whole book.

Nor have we any controversy with the man who says there
should be no service of any hind at thegrave. To this man we
may, however, rclate an wncident from actual life.  Long years
ago we attended a funcral in an Ontatio town at which the
local §'tesbytenan munusier oficiated,  Because be considered
it Popish, or Episcopalian, or for some other reason, the min.
ister did not conduct any service at the grave.  Whule the coffin
was bemg loweied gently duwn, and the eanth thruwn an, he
stood away bach un the vutshrts o the crowd. A promincent
man in his own congregation looking on was heard to say.
« We Presvptenans bury @ man like a dog . Can we afford to
have any of our people speak ot even think in that way.

Hercare a few statistics on education in Canada, which
arc vouched for by Hon, G. W. Ross, Ontario Mimister of
Lducation. In the Lomunion, he said, there are 17,054
suhiouls, 43,822 teachers, and wyg.274 pupsls, Lesides 4,549
pupils in rlassical rollegrs and 4,734 stu({::ms in our fourteen
universities. Tt costs $8 53 to educate a child, $g1 28 to keep
a pnisoner an jail, and $157 to keep a convict in the Central
Prisor: for 2 ycar. Which is cheapest ?
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OBEDIENCE TO THE LAST COMMAND TUHE
SECRET OF INDIVIDUAL BLESSING
AND POWER.¥*

N, BETHUNE,

IN the text of the subject given us for our consideration

this cvening there are two propesitions which 1 shall
seck briefly to enamine and apply—viz.. as relates to the basis
and the secret of blessing

(2} The last command is the basis of blessing, This involves
all blessing viewed in the broadest sense.

Can any one comman ? be the basis of all blessing? Is not
cach blessing vitally attached to a command of its own, for
vhich it only can be held responsible? Yes. But one com-
nmand may be broad enough to include all that we mean
when we deal with the idea of obedience,

The last command is. Al elsc is but an outgrowth from
this. Properly understood it involves the entire work of the
Church, and, therefore, the possibilities of Christian obedience

Two passages in the New Testament should never be sep-
arated. They represent the dual foundaticn of the Church's
exisience.

**God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son,” ¢tc —~John iit. 16 Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel,“—Mark x. 15. This second finds its enforcement
in a third. And when * He is come He will convince the
world of Sin,”"—]Jno.avi. 8  The “world " is in all these pas-
seges. God and the world is the first—atonement. The
Church and the world the second—witnessing. The spirit
and the world the third—convincing. On these three the dis-
pensation rests. Oneis yet to follow. That has to do with the
termination of the Church's work here.  * He hath appointed
a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness,” —
Acts xvii. 31, Meanwhile the witnessing of grace goes on, un
til the pertod of judgment arrives.  Go back to the two first
mentioned passages for a moment. Viewing them as the twin
pillars of the Church, does not the question resolve itself into
something hke the following. By the first of these the Church
1s saved , by the second she serves. By the first she receives
a title to heaven, by the second an occupation upon earth.
By the first she receives life, by the second she enjoys com-
munion. The first is the Church's foundation, the second her
commission. She is built upon the foundation , she carries out
the commission.

In the book of Acts, the book of the true Kingdom of
God, we get this matter glorified by a new light: * Ye
shall be iwitnesses unto me both in jerusalem and in all
Judea and in Samaria, and unto the vuttermost parts of
the carth,—Actsi. 8. These were Christs last words, and
hereis the spiritual programme for the direction of His dis-
ciples. Witnessing is the wor" of the Church; Christ is the
News, the Holy Spirit of God the Power, and the uttermost
part of the carth the Realm, Thisis final It is to be until He
shall come again, according to the Angelic communication.
Thus the base of the proposition given me for introduction is
correct. The last command, iavolving, as it does, the essence
of the Church’s work, must necessarily be the test of her obedi-
ence, and, therefore, the secret of blessing. Let us remember
this work is not sectional. 1t is not any one part of the earth
1 am to bear this witness to, but to man in general. There is
to be no favouring process in one section, with neglect in an-
other. I must not make any distinctions, far less set up petty
rnivalries.  The message.is one harmonious, progressive, organic
whole, beautifully illustrated ty the various sacred writers who
speak specifically upon this point. Matthew uses the words
** All nations.” Thisis the racial idea, the tribal thought. Mark
adds all the * world,” the geographical idea, and every * creat-
ure,” the individual idea.  So, in cvery part of the world to
all their manifold peoples and to every separate individual I
am bound to send the gospel.  Thus 1 repeat the base of the
proposition is correct  This is the work of the Church, this,
therefore, is the outcome for her obedience, this, in turn. the
secret of her blessing.

(2) Gbedience tv the last command 1s the secret of blessing.
Let our appeal be to the word of God. Where better can we
look for an cnforcement of this idea than in the incidents con-
nected with the giving of the last commandment itself. That
great mussionary chapter, the 25th of Matthew, gives us a re-
markably full couception of this matter. There the blessings
are principally three in number, obedience the secret of them
all. The three arc. Commumon with the FPerson of Christ,
wtumation of His Word and Will, experience of his Spint.
Himself, His Word, His Spirit.  Are not thesc the organics
of Chrisuan life. May we not say.  Lord, byZthese things
men live.”

A word or twu upun cach of these rapidly .

\a) Cummunion with the Persen of Chnat, Begin at the
scpulchre and wath Maty. Lovingly shelingers round the place
where her Lord bad lain, when an angel appears with the
words. * Comecsce™, * Go tell One glance for self, then
the passing on of thene'ws. Hiscommand is obeyed with the
result that Jesus meets with her by the way. Here is commun-
ion based on obedience, and such communion. Mark its ad-
vance. From the Angel to Christ Himsell, From seeing the
place where Jic Lord lay to sceing the Lord faceto face. From
the * quickly © of the Angel to the lengthening out of the inter
view as she worships at Has fect.  Here is advance all through.
Advance in character .n duration.  But the interview is soon
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over. Again the words fall onher ear  ** Go tell my brethren
that they go into Galilee, there shall they sce me.” The obeli
ence now required is greater, the journey longer, the spirit more
absolutely controlled, They go to Galilee, esus meets with
them and for forty days speaks to them of the things pertaimng
to the Kingdom of God. Here is great advance from the few
moments by the wayside to the forty days'in Galilce.

But this is not all. This interview ends likewise by the
wider command of our Saviour. *“Go ye therclore and
teach all nations . . . andlo I am with you alway even uuto
the end of the world."” Now the communion iscomplete.  The
forty days gwves place to the ** alway,” but on what ground,
I answer a contemporary obedience upon their part.  If Mary
had not obeyed the Angel, would she have met Christ?> \o
If the disciples had not gone unto Galilee, would they have en.
joyed his presence for forty days? No.  Must it not tollow
then 1if the Church does not go to the * all nations ** she cannot
have His presence ** alway " ? The tendency in all these bles.
sings is to ripen to perfection. but only in proportion as the
Church absorbs and carries out His will.  And 1 believe tha
communion with Christ in the decpest, fullest, sweetest sense
cannot be enjoyed except in unison with the purposes of God 1
the world. .

(b) Intimation of His WVord and Will. Just a word upo
this  This follows naturally in the path of communmion.  \ery
much of our communion with i1im 1s occupied with the intun:
tion of His Word to us It has two sides here—doctrna),
practical, .

Doctrinal.—To Mary at the Tomb is revealed the truth of
the Resurrection. Full of her mission she hurries to tel) the
nows, when Christ meets her and discloses the doctrine of the
Ascension, in the words, ** I ascend unto My Fatheg." Here
isadvance It remains but to show that upon the slopes o1
Olivet, and at the last moment, angels appear and disclosethe
doctrine of the advent. Here is perfect intimation, as before
we saw perfect communion. For these three things, His
Resurrection, Ascension and Advent are the organics of the
Person of Christ as communion, intimation and experience o
His Sprrit, are of every disciple of His. These truths were te.
vealed part by part, and made 1n perfect accord with the recep.
tivity of the Church in becoming absorbed in His Whll, Be
tween thesc latter two the plan for evangehization was disciosed.
and even herein consulting the sacred narrative we find anen.
larging wview, for Matthew gives us * Evangelization aod
Organization™:. *“Go™ *'teach’ * baptize.” Mark s o
cupied with " Results”: *“These signs shall follow " Luke
with * Qualification **. * Tarry ye until ye be en
dued with power.” John with ** Authorization : * aAs my
Father hath sent me, evensosend I you. . . . \Whosoeier
sins yeremit. . . . Whosoever sins ye retain.”

Practical.—Just a sentenceor two. To Mary at the way side
In Galilee in convention. In Jerusalem waiting for the Spxt
There, and onwards, making known His name. In cach of
these places, according to appointment, He met them  \Would
He have done so if they had failed to keep their engagement
The answer is in the negative.  The same is tree today  He
reveals His Word and Will to us as we are carrying out His
already received command.

7 () Experience of His Spint. Let me ask why should we
change the principle when arriving at this point? And thisis
the very essence of the matter, practically face to face wath us.
1f communion and intimation are conditional upon obedience.
and only mature to perfection as the obedience becomes control
ling, why should we suppose that the fulness of the Holy Ghost
in all that the expression may imply as the experience of *tbe
promise of the Father " can be enjoyed by the Church excepten
the basis that the last command of Christ be fully carried out*

I must confess looking at this matter in the light of theua-
derlying principle guiding the administration of the blessings
already touched upon, the conclusion seems inevitable. Perfect
obedience now will mean perfect power as then it meant per
fect communion and intimation.

Let us consider this matter to-night. The fulness of blessieg
comes in with the fulness of obedience. Have we as a Chured
given Christ this obedicnce yet > The result to the Churchat
large, would, it appears to me, be obvious. It would meana
copious outpouring of the Spirit of God upon the churches at
home, And this js just what we need, and thelack of which st
are continually deploring.

{ believe this blessing in its completest sense cannot be er-
pected until the ** uttermost part of the carth ** has been wit:
nessed to by us  Thisis the himit of His \Vord and the secret
of Power. Reuching this we may infer the fulness of hlessicg
would be enjoyed, and in sending the Gospel abroard aW the
churches at home would receive their equivalent part in th
decending shower of grace.

In more seases than one we require to return to apostolits
umes. That little pre-pentecostal prayer meeting in Jerua
lem might well serve as a guide to < ar attitude in reg.rd®o
this matter.

* They were all with one accord in one place.” Here®
umty : onaty of three characters. * All '—umty of nambers
* With onc accord “~—unity of sentiment. * In onc place”™
unity of locality. That was the primitive Church’s spiritodd
condition as the foundation of reception in this matter. What
was this umty in reference to?  The command of Chrst, aed
the promisc of tho kather. The evaogehzation of the old
and the descent of the Holy Spirit. It 1s unnccessary fus mev
say that the * promise " was kept, when the * command * W&
obeyed. The Spirit came, Might He not so come agaict




