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(Dur contrfbutors.
CONCERNING 711E USE 0F FORMS.

'J TlIE trendc in tise preshyterian Claurcha an titis continent is
S towards îtahe aio forns in aaarryiasg. buiayng, baptisitsg.

aislnd allier sisecial occasions. Thte growving practice afintg
th iatinaaascript in tIae istlpit sueests ta briaag aloaag uIt it thae
dteîire tu ise fortr.s in tise disclaarre of îlaur dities tîtat devolve
tapon atae rainiser àMinisters %lao cannot be suspticted ar
atly Ieaniaag towairds a rimaai «lao are as cvangelical as any taita
cat i b, seit are qiie capable af performing a marriage cere-
mson>' or conduciaig a fianeral service in the most appropriate
ananner, arc sanactimes scen using a books a! iormns svlen tey
anarry or bary. In ladt ministers wlso ieast neLd a books of
forms are thae men %vho ssast frequently use aune, wlilc samne
brt-tiarcn wlaa wooid bLenasne the %worse for tsing a printed forni
rire jusatte men «lao woaald ls-ardly give a bock ai form-, a place
na thae tapper siaci faitise-r libraries.

is îtae trend towards tie ose ai forms a good tbing. or a bad
thing. or a niddling !hing Vhat docs it mean ? Dues il
muaittitat ministers are tuac busy ta prepare tisemscives ta do
thier «anis on ail ozcasions reasonably «cl svitlaout printed
belpi? Does it saean tisaI some af them are toc nervoos ta
marry a couple befere a large audience or condaîct a funeral
service in presence ai a considerabîc gaaiering e! people many af
thena [rom otiser churcises, in sucis a manner as ta reflect
credit an aiseir osçn charc.h > Mas cicical issria anytlaing la
do «vith it ) Does tise presence aifîthe ubiquitesas reporter influ.
ence thae parsan in favour ai a farm Tise reporter. of course,
sisises ta tell his readiers tisat tise marriage or borial «as con.
diacted accordine te tise Episcopalian forsn or tise Presbyîerian
fors, or soane mtiter fors. and if tiscir is no boooaifarms osed,
be rnay say tise îiing «as not done in Coud form.

Do some ai tise people isanlcer after prinacd forms ? Many
Prcslsyterians o! course. do not like tiaem and neyer sili. Tisey
want ta sec tise minister stantd up like a man and do bts svorlc in
goad aid fasbiosscd mari»- style 1lhcy likg' ta see hint opean iis
maths as lis Miaster did %isen lie preacbcd atae sermon on tise
mount, and manry and baptise. and bory waitott tise aid ai a
crotish. If lie cannaI do tatahcy are veny ikely ta îisinl abat
bc bas mistalcea lis cailing Perhaps hie bas WVc sarongly
sympathize svtla tise sîisrdî' Presbytcrian wha laooks upon tise
groving hab,- ai readinq sermons and osing iorms «ush a con-
sîderable amona af suspicion. Bot still people %vha «anata
use farms bave Ibear rigisas as %«cli as tîsase %vlao dislike ahem.
Ministers «ho prefer ta use faams, and people «vho are wvilling
ta have them aaiscd shauld bc allowced to exercise aheir liberty
«asSaout any harsiscriticism. Tisebesa iindofaaminister istise
une whlo can do bis «anis fairlv «ail %«ils or wititout forms, and
pcnbaps thae best iind ai a ctrcis is one macle op af people who
like ta Iave thiigs clone in différent «ays. Irencl2d uniformiîy
is tise oiispring of nara«ness and tise fatisen ai imbeciiity.

Tisere is flot mucis use in asling «hbetiser b.ooks ai form
slaould bc used in tise Presbyterian Cisurcis in Canada. As a
niatter ai iact, bal a dozen on more af abean arc uscd now. We
isno« aof foun. and it is quate safe ta guess tisaitisera are aI last
Iwo anrîisree mare. Sucis being tise case,.sveuld il siot bic «cl
ta bave a bois of aur o«n. Ail tise bookss «e inow of are fairly
good. but thcy are nat ours, and tiscre is no enson «isy we
slaauld flot malce anc. Tiacre are dozens aofisymn boaoks in lise
svold bot %vu arc making a new anc. Why not bave a cern-
panaun bock to bc oscd as nsarraages. funcrals, and on ather
special occasions. N'abody need ose Ii lac did flot «isis ta do
so. Even tise mosa pronounccd opponent etfarniss«cold find il
cosavenienata b ave suitable Scrapture sclec!ions so arranged
tisaItlaey coulai bc îssed rcadily an ail special occas-ions. Our
ideal af a books ai iorns -ould blie cmacle up almost exclusively
ai Scriplurcseiections. A boak ofthtia inai bound in linsp covens
coold ho canricd in on's inside coat p.eiset ta tise gravcyard,
-ana uscd mucis more conveniently aitie grave'mouhaisan a
Bible. Tise prayers if tiserearc any-tbe buriai sevice itisera
is any-need flot bc used by anybedy «çhaîhiniss abat an ex.
temporaneaus address or prayen is more suitable.

'%Ve have noîhing ta say te tise man «vho as opposed te naaiing
scîeceions fa-cm thte Bible. As amalter offactiaamalecnasclec-
taon every lame yod nead onlesa :)ou read tise isole book.

Nonrlhave c a-n> contras Crsy ciais tise man %%hou says tisc
sisould bci nu service o! an> Lind at tisegrave. To tlis man %%c
may, bowcv a. rlate an anident fromn actual ]afe. Long, )cat!,
aga sseaatuendcd a funcral an an Ontario tosa.n at %hiac.h tise
local ITcsbyterian m4nster oflss.atcd. Becaese hc cunssaiercai
it l'apisb. or Episcopalian. or for sente otisen reasan, tise min.
ster dîd flot conduct any bersaceastishe grase. Wilc tise coffin

was boaaag lussered gentl> dusan, ara.> Use atch ibrusan an. he
saocd assay bacS 0un tiseu utsl-ata uftise (cru.d. A promanena
man an is oin congregitiefi IooSing on «as hecard te say.
..Wcl Pres.vtcrasn bury a i at;14e a dog' ' Can sac afford ta

have an> of ou: peoplecspeakor esen tiankain tisaI say.

Mecre arc a fcsv statistics an eclucatien in Canada, «bicis
ar-c v'ocisd for b>' Han. G. W. Rass, Ontarioe Manster af
Lducation. In tise Dommnion. lbc said. thero arc 17,05-1

pupile i r1assical raîlegisansd 4.-3 stucdests in Our fourtern
universities. la cOss$8 54 ta ecàucatc a ciild., S 28teuseop
a prasaner an jatl, antd $187 tl eecp a convia in tise Central
P'rison for a ycar. Wisicis is ciscapest ?
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OJJNDIENCE TO TH1E L4892 COMMAND THE
SECRET OPIF NDIVIDUAL BLESSIVG

AND 110WER.*

DY S. I~ tRlUE

TN thac text of the subiject given us for aur cansideration
Ititis cveaaang tlaare arc two propositions wlich i1 shall

seek briefly to examine and appiy-viz.. as relates to the basis
and the secret of blessing

(t) Theii'iat ceuaîuaanqi is ithe mas j, of blcssing. Th'Iis involves
Mi blessiaag viewcd in the hroadest seasi*.

Casa any one comman 1 bc(tiec basis cf ail biessing ) is fot
cach blessing titally attaclacd to a comanaad oaitis own, for
vwhich it anly can be laeld responsableilYes. But ane coin-
rnand may be braad enough ta include ail that we mean
wlaen wve deal with the idea af abedience.

The hist commanad is. AI] cise is but an autgrawth frem
this. Properly understood it invalves thte entirc work ofthtea
Cliurch, and. thcrefore-, the possibilities af Christian obedience

Two passages in the New Testament sbauld neyer bc sep.
arated. They represent the dual faundatian of the Çhurch's
exis.ence.

-God so loved the world that Ie gave Mis oni>' begotten
Son," etc -John ia. xG - Go ye into ail flice world and preach
the Gospel. -- Ma-rk x. 15. This second fnds its enforccrnent
in a third. And when Il e is came H-e ilI canvincc the
world af Sin,-Ino. xvi. 8 The «I world is in ail these pas-
s2ges. God and the worid as the first-atanemcnt. The
Church and the worid the second -wit nessi ng. The spirit
and the worid thae third-convincing. On these three the dis-
pensatian rests. On is)ct to follvi. Taat has todo with the
termination of the Church's work here. M e hath appointed
a day in whach He wiil judge the world in rightcousness.'-
Acts xvii. 31. IMcannhile the %% tnessing of grace goes on. un
tiI the peraod af judgment arrives. Go back ta the two first
mentianed passages for a moment. Viewing thcm as the twin
pillars af the Church, does not the question resolve itself into
something laike the follawing. 13y the first af these the Church
s saved . by the second she serves. D3y the frst she receives

a tale ta heaven. by the second an occupation upon earth.
IDy the first she receives lufe, by the second she enjoys com-
munion. Thefarst is the Church's founidation . the second her
commission. She is but upon the foundation . she carriez eut
the commission.

In thse book af Acts, thse book af thse truc Jingdom of
God, wc get this malter glarificd by a new ligh - -Ye
shah bc %vitnesses unto me botia in jcrusalern and in ail
Judea and an Samaria. and unto the utîermost parts af
the carth."-Acts i. 8. These were Christs last words. and
here is the spiritual programme for the directaon af Mas dis-
ciples. Witnessîng is the war'" af the Church ; Christ is thse
News, the Holy Sparit of God thse Power. and the uttermiost
part ai thse cartis the Realm. This is fanal It is ta be until He
shah came again. according ta the Angelac communication.
Thus the base of the proposition given me for introduction is
correct. Thse last commnand. ïnvalving, as it does, the essence
of thc Church's work, must necessarily bc the test af her obedi-
once, and. therefore, thse secret of biessang. Let us remnember
thas work is flot sectaenal. la is not any ane part of thse earth
1 ara ta bear this wvitness ta. but ta man in general. There is
ta bc ne favourang process in ane sectaon, wvth ncglect in an-
other. i must flot make any distinctions, far lms set up petîy
ravalraes. The message .is ancelaarmonaous, progressive. organic
whoic. beaatîfully iiiusîratcd 1y the variaus sacred writers who
speais specifically upon ibis point. Matthew uses tise ords
--AI nations." Thsis is lise racial adea. tise tribal theugisî. Mark

adds ail tiseIl word." thse geegraphacal adca. and every I creat-
ure. tise individual idea. So, in every part af the world ta
ail thear manifold peopies and toecvery separaîc individual 1
anm bound te send the gospel. Thus 1 repeat the base af tise
proposition is correct This is the worl< ai the Churcis. thîs,
alarefore, is thae outconsc for her obedience. tkis, in tomn. tise
secret ai lier blessing.

(_-) Obedieacc tu ithe last comassd as the secret cf bleis:sag.
Let aur appeal be ta the word of Ced. Wisere better can we
look< fer an enforcement of this idea than in the incidents con-
nected wth the Siving ai the last comnaandmcnt itself. Tisat
great mssionary cisapter. tise 2Sth cf bMatthew, gives us a re-
markably full coceptaon af thas malter. There the blessangs
are prancapally threc an nuinher, obcdaencc the secret afitlsem
ail. Tise three are. Communaon with tise Person of Christ .
intimataon af Mas %Vord and Wil. experaence af has Spirit.
Hamscl*itlas %Word. Mas sparat. Are flot these lthe organaca
ci Christian lie. May wu flot say . Lord. by:thesc thaasgs
men live."

il wurd or t%% upun car-h .of thesc rapadly.
(a) (uflliniiilivfl tC41th ctJac -it -i f C/rl. Began ai the

se>pukhrc .tndwathMa. Lo% àng&I>aise lingers round thse place
wherc her Lord had lain, wisen an angel appears with the
vords. ' Corne sec&. - Go tel One glance for self, then
the passang on ai the ncws. His command is ebeyed %,.ith the
resula that lesias meets with hier by tise way. Here is commun-
ion based on obedience, and sucis communion. Mark its ad-
vance. Fro thtie ?usgel te Christ HimsIL~ Frem secing tise
place .'sbre lie Lord Jay ta %coing thse Lord face ta face. Fa-cm
thse -'quikly * ci thc Angel ta the lcngthenrg out ai the inter
vac%,i as sbe %vurships at Has feet. Ierc is advancc ail tbreugb.
Advance an character 4n duration. But the interview is soan

* Substance ofaddress dciavcred by fl. M. . . 23ttsne.
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aver. Again tlac wards faîl an lher car "lGo tell nty bretirq!n
that tiaey go into Galilec, tlaere slaall they sec me." The olxvii
ence now required is greater, thacjaurney longer, thse spirit nmore
absolaaîcly controled. Tlaey go ta Galilce, esus nieets vaith
'hem and for forty days speaks ta tlaem in t lac Iiings pertainang
ta te Kingdom ai Ced. Here is great advance irom tise fkw
moments by tîte wayside ta tlac forty days'jn Galilec.

Buat this is not al. This interview ends jikewvisc bv flic
wider cornmand ai aur Saviaur. Il Go ye tîterefore and
teacia MIl nations .-.-. and la 1 arn witla you alway even îaaao
tîte endoaitlae world." Now ltecoaaamunioaais c.aaplcte. 1*11.:
forty days gtves place ta thse -awa, but on wlaat gr taaad 5
1 answer a contemporary obedience tapon aheir part. If mai>
laad not obeyed tise Angel. weuld site haave met Charista> \U
If the discaples laad not gone utato Galilce, wvould tlaey blan.
joyed bis presence for farty days? ýNo. Must iflnot tallas,
tisen i the Churcla dees not go ta tise Ilail nations il she cdnnoi
have Mis presence - alvay"Il? The tendency in ail thesu labies.
sangs is ta ripen ta perfection. but only in proportion as ibe
Chtarch absorbs and carnies out Mas aIll. And 1 believe tlt
commuanion with Christ in the deepesa. fullest, swtctest sense
cannaI lbe enjaycd except in unisan waîla the porpases of Giod an
thc wvoild.

(b) Intlimation of flis 1lord anid Il'ill. Just a wvord apoec
thîs Tiss olîews naturally in thse patis ai comnmunion. \ cry
rnuch ai otar communion «athis lias occopied wth tau anitial
tion ai Mis Word ta us It hat, awo sides lare-doctrinai,
practical.

Doctriiaa.-To Mary at tise Tornb is reveaicd îtae traatiaof
tise Rcsurrecaaon. Full ai ber rnasbion shte borres ta lui thue
ncws, wvhen Charast matets liaer and discioses tise doctrine ulthte
Ascension, in thc «ards, IlI ascend unto Mly Father.' lite
is advance It romains but ta show aisat opon the *siopt* oa
Oliavet, and at the last marnent, angeis appear and dasclose the
doctrine ai thc advent. Mere is perfect intaimation, as lîciore
«e saw perfect coammunaon. For aisese trce tiangs.flias
Resorrectien, Ascension and Advent are the ergantes ai the
Persan af Chirst as communion, inaamataon and experaunce ot
Mas Sparit, are ai evcry disciple ai Mas. Tisese trutbs «ert: ce.
vealed part by part. and macle an perfect accord watis the recep.
tavaity of tise Church an becaming absorhcd in Mis WViJ. Be,
Iwccn these latter two tise plan for evangelasation «as discloseai.
and even here in consuling the sacrcd narrative «ve flnd ti-n
larging vaew, fer Matîisew gives us 1, vangelization and
Organizaîaon"; "Go" I"tcach" ' baptasc' Markas oc.
cupied with "Jiesults"i: *"These signs shall folow" Luke
with -Qutalification ". ' Tarry ye . . . untal ye c en.î
dued with power." John wiîh IlAuthorasation " ."As my
Father bath sent mc, even sa send 1 yoo. . . . Vbosoeaer
sins ye remit. . . . Vhosoeven sins ye retain."'

Practica.-Just a sentence or trwo. Te Miary antishe way side
In Galilce in convention. In )erusalem wvaiting for rte spirit
Tiacre. and onwards. maising isnown H-is riante. In cacis of
these places. accarding te appointrnent, HL met them Wtsud
He have donc sa if ahcy had failed ta keep tlacir engageent
The answer is in the negativ'e. The samne is true ta day lie
reveals Mis WVord and WiIl ta us as we arc carrying ottusa
already received command.
1 (c) ExÉcrie:sce of His Spirit. Let me asIc why shoaaîd ut
change tise principle when arriving ait Ibis point? And thas as
tlise vry essence ai tise matten, practacaliy face ta face wath us.-
If communion and intimation are candational upon obcdaenmr
and only mature to perfection as tise obedcencc becomesconitoi.
ling. why sboold «e suppose tisat the fulnes aitise Moly Gisosi
in ail that the expression msy impiy as tise experience ai" tise
promise ai tise Fatiser"I can bc enjoyed by aIhe Chorcis except on
tise basis abat the last commandaif Christ bc fuliy carried out '

I must confess loking at this anatter in thc iight ai tise ais-

dcrlying principle guiding tise administration ai tlae blessaîgs
aiready touched upon, the conclusion seints inevitable. ll'.rfca
obedience now wiii mnean perfect power as tisen if meant pet-
fect communion and intimation.

Let us cansider tîtis matter te-nigisî. The iulnessofblsssîg
cornes in with tise foln= sor obedience. Have wc as a Chs»rL
given Christ Ibis obedience yet ? The rosait ta tise Claurcis at
large. would. il appears ta mc. bc obviaus. It would mian a
copiaus autpouring ai tise Spirit ai God upon tise chaarclieai
homne. And Ibis 'js jaast wbat we need, and tiselack oai vhachv:s
are conîinuaiiy dcploning.

1 beieve this blcssing in ils completest sense cannai le4U
pected until tise IIutterrosa part af tise cartII " as bc'' -
nesscd te by us Thsis is tise lamit of Ifis \Vord and theae cref
ai Power. Reaching this wc may ientise fulness afi lssirg
asould bc enjoyed. and in sending tise Gospel abrowa111 tthse

chirches at home. îsould receive tiseir equivalent part ;n 1
deccnding showcr ai grace.

In more ,,enses tisan onc wc require ta retttrn ta ape-tolirs)
tantes. Tisat lttle pre-pentecostal prayer meetng ini jrru
lent magisi ,ell sersle aà a guide tu , a: attude in regýrd 10
tisis malter.

"ITtscy «cre ail«is aonc accord an anc place." liere il
unity : onaay et three cisaracters. -"Ail'-unaîy ofai ebeas
- Vith anc accord 1"-uniay af sentiment. - In anc placen-*
unity ai loality. TisaI sas tise primitive Cisurciss spirita5
condition as thse faundataonofa reception in this matter. Mil~
svas tias unaty an reicrence ta ? Thei command ot Christ. asel
tise promasecofthtie I'aabr. Tise vaogc-issation u ci tse Odi
and tise descent or tise HoIy Spiral, la as ssnnecc.-ssary u-sacSt
say tisat tise"-promise " was leept, vben theoIlccmmand Il" z.
obeycd. Tise Spirit camne. Migst lHe ntio camte asaiit


