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(D~ut Contrtbutoms
COA'CERNINU SOME TIUNAGS TUA T ARE

CONTA GJOUS.

BY KNOXONIAN.

Is il ca/ic/un'? That is a question often asked by pea-
pie wbo are more afraid of disease than o! clipp, ng the Eng-
lisb language. It is a question easily asked, but sametimes
not so easily answered. A few diseases, small-pox for exam-
pie, are undoubtedly " catchin' " as many an unforlunate
feilow bas found ouI bo bis cost, but there are many diseases
about wbich the best authorities are in doubt. Tbey may be
contagious or infectious or they niay not. There is a vasi
arnount of superstition and ignorance about contagion and
infection. If the Ontario Minister o! Education could hear
some of the littie speeches on " catchin' " diseases that doc-
tors and ministers o! the Gospel somelimes hear, he would
probably makc arrangements in the schools for some sound
instruction on thal subject. If tbe legisiators could set how
panicky some of their constituents become wben near a dis-
case tbat is really nol'~ caîchin' " îbey would probably refuse
ta vole supplies until tht arrangements were in progress. It
may be wicked to take amusement even (rom tht ncigbbour-
hood of sickncss, but ont can hardly tielp being amussd at
tht sight o! a bearded man going around a block on a con-
cession ta avoid a bouse tbat bas a miid case of bilious fever
in it.

But thougb it may be difficuit 10 determine whetber some
diseases of tht body are contagious or not, there need be
no difficuity about mental diseases or even about states of
mind that cannot be called morbid. Some mental diseases
are as contagiaus as small-pox. Did you ever notice ¶sow
.&&catchin'>I? despandency is. Onethtoroughly despofident man
can give tht blues to a whoie family, or to a commitice or
ta a public meeting. A torpid liver can burt a townshi-p, or
ruin a congregation provided tht man who owns tht liver
accupies a prominent place. A despondent man bas a dan-
gerous power and tht power is ail tht more dangerous
because tht man dots flot know he bas it. He dots flot
mean ta injure anvbody or anytbing. Ht allen thinks be is
helping, but bis mental disease spreads and hinders because
despondency is contagiaus.

Melancholy is contagious. Everybody bas noîiced tbai
wben a melancboly looking man walks ia a room in which
people arc in good spirits a change takes place in a moment.
Tht enjoymcnt goes down below zero in an instant. Tht
simple explanation is that meiancbnly is contagious. Ont
melanchlsoy subject dan give bis disease to a score of men,
provided the men are flot sîrong enougbîoresist tht contagion.

B3ad Teine is contagious. Ont ugly-tempered man can
spoil a meeting and bas donc il ten thousand limes. Ht is
iritated, and be makes other people irritable ; be rasps and
others catch the contagion and rasp himn and bis fiends
in return ; be uses bad language, and others arc provoked ta
repiy in kind ; be is under tbe power of aId satan and aId
satan uses him as a medium through wbich bis satanic
influences may be communicaîed ta alhers.

There is nothing in this world mort contagiaus than
ane'er. Ont angry man cao make a hundred other men-
better men-angry in a moment.

It is humiliating ta sec men walking around a block
ratben than pass a bouse thal bas a case af fever in it, but
who neyer give one seious tbiougbt ta bbhe fact that îbey
may themselves be spneading mental or moral disease eveny
day. lb neyer dawns upon ibeir mind that serme mental and
moral distases are just as contagious as small-poxordiphîberia.

There is bowever a brigbt side on this contagious ques-
tion, and ta il we gladly and gratefully turn. Good mental
states are as contagious as bad ones and perbaps more sa.

Cheerfu/ness is contagious. 1)id you even notice baw a
brigbt cheerful man iigbîs Up a room the moment lie enters.
There is jusî ont creature on this footsiool betten tban a

- bright cheenful man and that \is a brigbt cheenful woman.
Sofi youing men are often reminded that women are flot
angels. Sofîy sbould reply thal be is glad tbey are not.
One bright, cheerful, hopeful, courageous litile womnan may
be wontb more ta a man in ibis life than a tbousand angels.

tbing needed is a good aubscription to- lead off and give t-he-
cause a good stant.

There ia nqt as rnucb as people thimk in a great degl that
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is said about tbe force of evil example. Good example bas
force too. The force of the good ougbt ta more tban counter- pi
aci the force of the evil. Evil is no doubt contagious, but so is le
good. Cheerful, hopeful, courageous, good, liberal men sp
have more influence than any other kind. Their good in
qualities are coritagious and belp thousands of their weaker d ý
neighbours. pi

Gentie reader, when people catch anything from you, what g(
is it ? Something good or something flot much that way ? fi
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THE A GED AND INFIIM MIS TERS. b

AN OP>EN LET1'ER 'lO THE WEI.L TO-DO ' MÏIIiERS 0 Vl
OUR CHURCH-I11.

BY' ONE OF'I? HEMSELVES. 0'
- ti

1 have spcken of the arduous labours of the Fathers in a
planting and fostering the congregations that are spread overv
our country, thai have donc so much ta mnake our country 0
what it 15, and that to-day occupy a principal place among t
the organizations for good in the land. I will now speak Ofb
sorte of their difficulties and trials that show even more than e
their labours the character nf the men. Before the Rebellion e
in 1837, money was a scarce article, and those ministers whob
did flot get a share in the Clergy Reserves were poorly paid.a
Tbree hundred dollars werc regardcd a good stipend and for
many years afier that, and even this smnaii sum was ofle.n cither
flot paid ini full or paid sa irregularly that it could flot be
depended upon. Sometimes the managers would canvasst
the congregation at the close of the year t0 make up theh
arrears, and sometimes the minisier had to throw themn off1
and begin anew in hopes of better limes. This shrinkage
caused great distress in many a manse ; it required the great-1
est economy ai best to make both ends meet when the 1
promisedl stipend was promptly paid, but when there were1
arrears from year ta year, the minister's circumslances were
greatly reduced, bis credit cndangered and bis very word 1
doubted. 1 know a minister, a mosi careful and economnical
man, wbose sfipend -was long past due-be had been expect-
ing it from day to day-actually reduced in a cold winter day
ta the last stick of wood in the stove ; be wcnt out to sec wbat
couid be donc, when it so happened that the first man he met
was one of bis eiders with a load of wood for the market ; he
told hilm bis sîory and the sympathîzing eider emptied bis
load in the minister's yard. 1 know another who had t0 keep
his cbildren from school, because be had flot tbc money to pay
tbe school bill ; ibis was before free schools were esîntblished
in our land.

1 couid tell of many such cases, but we did flot grum bIc.
I believe that many of the people had just as great sacrifices
to mnake, and we wiilingiy sufiered with thcm. Wbat would
our farmers now think of starting from home witb a smal
load of grain at the dusk, travel ail nigbt and flot gel homne
tli laie the following nigbt, 10 reach their nearesi market and
perbaps flot gel flfty cents per bushel for tbeir Ioad ; or wbat
would they tbink if they had 10 go as far with a grist and
sometimes bave 10 carry eacb bag separateiy on tbeir backs
for half a mile or more at a time, because no con veyance
couid possibly take tbemn across the swamps they had ta
cross ; or what wouid îhey think of their grain frozen and
tbey had nothing eisc that would bring money from the one
year's end ta the other, and what would they tbink if their
wives bad ta go '10 ibhe fields and bring homne some leaves
and caîl il tea, or grind peas and cail it cofice, ard use tbe
maple sugar as long as it lasted, and do without sugar after
that ? And yet tbousands of the early setilers bad t0 pass
tbrough this experience. We ministers sympathized wilb our
people and were ready to make sacrifices with themn. 1 have
caten ai a tab)le wbere noîhing but boiled turnips mashed up
formed tbe only disb 10 supply our wants. 1 bave stayed
over nigbt wben the inmates gave up their only bcd ta tbe
strangers and tbemselves slept on a little straw brougbî in
from the barn and laid down near the door.

Another instance may be given. One of my members
was killed by a tree falling' on bim that he bad cbopped down
tbe neigbbours turned oui in large numbers, there was Do way
of gelting the romains '10 the place of burial but in a sleigh,
tbough il was in tbe midst of ummer ; tbe road was tbrougb
a bemiock bpsh, the large roots spread over the roadway,
interlacing each othel, and it was deemned impossible 10 get
the body acrous ixn any other way ; now il is a good gravelled
road, .1
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Sometimes we got lost in the woods. I bad announccd a
'rayer meeting in an outlying pari of my congregation. 1
ýft home early ibat 1 migbî visit a neighbouring minister and
;pend a pleasant afternoon with bim. 1 set out for mv mcclt-
ng about three miles distant througb the woods, but the
arkness o'vcnîook me and a. crooked creek added 10 my
penpiexity. 1 wandered for long, scarce knowing wherc 1 was
oing ; ai lengtb some one balloed in the distance, 1 supposed
[rom the place I sbould bave come out; I shouted in reply,
and, following the sound, 1 was extricated from my difficul y
and warnily tbankcd the kind friend who had s0 considerately
>ethoughî of this expedient. Indecliti was no unusuai thing
to gel lost in the woods. At nigbt we couid not sec the
blaizc and tbat was ail wc bad to guide us in many places.

Anoîben Of Our difficulties was tl'e prevailing desecratiofi
of the Sabbaîh. Many of the eariy selliers bad been without
he regular Sabbath service for some lime, and wbile they
abslained from manual labour, bbey spent much of il in
visibing friends and neighbours, or in flshing or hunting. 1
often heard the crack of the gun whcn niding (romn one station
.o another. Il was difficult to get the people 10 give up theat
bad habits, but the rninistry 'was truc ta the Lord and
enforced the sacred observance of is day ; the present Ren-
eration is rcaping the fruits of their labours in the quiet Sab-
bath Day. The inhabitanîs of Toronto werc greaîly praised,
and deservediy 100, for the flrmn stand tbey took lately on
the Sabbatb question ; ihanks t0 the early ministers wbo
sowed the seed.

Intemperance was then, as il still is, a great bindrance
to the spread of the Gospel ; il had Ibis pecuiiarity about il
hawever : many of the early setîlers brougbî their old country
habits with them, tbey could sec no barm in laking a littie.
drink, which tno frequenîîy ended in drunkenness, cither
because of tbc kind o! drink Canada produced, or ils cheap-
ness compared wibb the Old Country ; the temperance move-
ment was just in ils infancy, ils advocates met wiîh great
opposition, even the neligious world justificci tbe moderate
use of intoxicants, and as yeî uitle odium was aîîacbed 10 il,
many of the hotel keepers wcre lbemselves sober men,
chuncb goers and cburcb supporters. This made tbe flgbt more
difficuit, but the friends of temperance kept at it tili ail this
bas been cbanged, and tbough we may yet be far (rom total pro-
hibition, we are yet in the enjoyment of restrictions in the
trafflc ; our youbh are protected and the respectable part 0f
the community shun the dramn shop, and by their example
encourage othens 10 abandon the cvii babil of ireating-
thanks again to the pioneers.

1 might greaîly enlarge on this subject ; il 15 bardly pore
sibie to exaggenaîe the immense labours 0f the Faîbers of our
Cburch in iheir planîing and fostering bundreds af our con-
gregations tbat arc now in a prospenous condition, liberally
supporîing their awn pastors and giving largely to the
schemes of the Churcb ; 1 migbt also go on describing in
vlowing terms their untold difficulties and trials, but enough bas
been said to awaken your interesi in the Aged -and Jnfirm
Ministers, and 1 will leave îhem aid their dlaims upoil you
in your own bands. We bave wriîîen ta you as broîbren in
the Lord. We serve the same Master, we believe in the
same Saviour, we are His ministers, yau arc His stewards.
He bas called us 10 pneacb His Gospel, and for tbirty, fortY.,
or flfîy years we bave beld up Christ and Him crucified 10

aur feilow sinners, even warning tbemn to fiee from the wratb
to corne, and urging themn to lay bold on the hope set before
ihemn in the Gospel. He bas enîrusîed you wiîb lis talent,
saying occupy tili 1 corne ; in your bands tbe talent bas
become five other talents. For whab purpose ha:à He 50

prospened you ; is i1110 spend iî ail on yourself and family, or
la board il up for Ibose wbo mty corne after you ; bas God
the giver of ail no dlaimns upon you ; is tbere no caîl from
heaven or eartb ta open your heani and induce a grateful
.liberality ? I set before you ibis other opportunity o! placing
a portion of your abundance ta usury in the cause o! the
Lord's servants. By and bye, He wili cali on you 10 give an
account of yaur sîewardsbup:- your money, your properîy, will
then pass int other bands ; ere ibat day came, would it not
be well far you la Consider the cdaimis of the. Aged an2d

Infir Miniteàs? We ve isi.rd ayu nsirta

The following leller is from Mrs. Marling, who wSS 011
ber way ta join ber husband, Rev. Arthur Manling, mision1 -
any in Africa. It was priimarily addressed ta ber parents,-

Wben we neached Liverpool i was witb no uitile appTC*
bension that I learned oun passage had boom ttken in the
steamsbip Ambree, as a former voyage by ber had Provid'"
she was a misenable abip. 0f course oun agents ,knew nOth-
ing of aillIbis. I The vessel, bowever,*was stnongt>or it'
cou 4 jni;er bave stood tbe recent fearful gale.WI*


