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The proposaI to tix fltile dcuring whichi a cnn-
grezation shoîild caîl a iîîhnistcr at sx iisilîs is said
by sanie ta lie ani intcrterec.e %villa c.oigreg1t;nnal
rights. The c;tlbe says flic îîrnpnsah cones l'dan-
gerously near"i ,ai eocroaclînient :.pnn the riglîts nf
the people. Titis objection secins sntnecwhîat serionîs
at first bluslî, but vien clnsely examined lias flot
muchi in it thant miglit net hc orgeai iîh equal force
against any arrangemient that nîglit lie madIe regulât
ing the cal af a minister.

An Irish iîîemher ai tleclBritishi Honse ai Canîmons
once made a speech on tilâ.t tîrne-%oro topic, tlie
rights ai tile British sublect. Fils peroration wvas
somethiog îke dts, I sa>', *%r. Speaker, that ever>'
British subîcct lias an inalieoabie riglit ta do as lie
pleases, andi if he (tocs nlot do as ie pleases lie slîould
be compelieti to do so."

Ever>' Presbyterian crangregation lias a night ta cai
wvhoever 't pleases, but si is proposeti ta t5k coogrega-
tiens ta exercîse thiat right within a reasonable tinie.
The grotîntis on wliiclî the proposai as made is that it
would be better for the congregaition itselfs better for
the mînîstry, better for tile t-htit-li at large and, nmore
than aIl, better for tlic cause ai Christ that vacancies
sheuld flot be long. Sorel>' il is tint a serious inîter-
fercoce with a congregation ta ask, it ta do, or car-

-. nestl>' try ta do, tlîat which is better for itseli, for
the whole Church andi for tlie -ause ai Christ. hIthe
Church cannot do tliat mucli, Prebbyterian Churcli
government is a myth.

Ifa cangregatian liasan absohute nîght ta do just as
it picascs in calîng a1 mnîster, illien an), Presbyrer.
il reguslatns wliatever aire an interféece with the
rigbts ai tile people. The l'resbytery shauld flot
send al ninister ta declare thec cangregalion vacant if
the congregatian lias absolute contrai ai everyîhing.
Trhe Presiaytery sîmault not niake any arrangemients
for suppîy if they shouli flot interfere at ail. Nor
shculd they senti a iîieinber ta nioderate in a cal],
nor shîoold the>' pass upon tlie cail, nor send the cati
ta the person cahicti, nor have an>' iîng ta do ivith tlie
vacancy ifitbere is ta be fia interference whatevcr in
congregatianal affairs. The boîtoni question is, have
we the Presbyter-an toerni gaverrnîent founti in the
books ? Are we Peesbyterians or Cogregationalists ?
It camres ta that in the endi.

One answer ta the obiectian thiat the six monîlîs'
limit interferes with cangreg-tiions is that all regula-
tiens intenlere wvicia coogregatons ta a gricater or lcss
exter.t.

WVhat ire congregationiîa ri-lits , Has a coligrega-
tion the riglit ta injure itscii? lias i a right ta les-
sen its awn rnenîbers, decreabe ats tptn revenue, de-
stro>', ta a .-reat extent, the devotional titcaient in its
worship, turn the worship ai Codi ino a ancre preands-
ing nmatch, andi dtvide itscli lista rings andi cliques
formeti aroonti preachers vlan lîa,« supplied the pul.
pit. To say thant a cangregation lias a riglit ta do ait
this is simply ta say that ai bas a rîght ta do wvrong.
If that rîght be admitted, we have nothing more ta
Say'.

It might be urged wîtb considerable force iliat thc
ilîs souglat ta be reneiede b>' the six months bouît
are insepaiaablc fron t ls, ýybtem. TIien the queztion
arises-may flot the cntrc systein be wrang. The
comparative filure af the sistem i n the United
States, the demaraiza.t ion ui niany t-oiîgregations by
prolonged vacancies, the injurv donc ta ihe ministry
by what are caiied Ilpreachirig maitches," and the
lack oi worl, from îtht'i ris uFfct, the fliafis ton
olten usett forte --crt.in r.a,;îstàtrb upun cangrcga'isons
and ta keep ailicrs oui, aIl prant ta an early examina-
tien ai the %%boie systcm. Tlie enormous strides
made by.M'%ethodibiuî t%àthatà tlic past fciv yearz, and
the niarveliaus Case %%lits îrhch Metliodists adapi
their niachiner>' ta the ever changing wants of tlic
times, show at lcast that la b).sîem mna) do splendid
work and be ver' onitke the I'rebbyîertin. There as
no:lîîng ta be gained by stickîsng Voor head in1 the
sand and ignaning danîger because you refuse ta sec it.

The argument about the and,% iduai raglits ai con-
gregations vanislies liste something f ike tlîin air when
you remember flint ai]liaw îs a, cursaîlmerît of in-
dividual rîghts. Eac.h mari surrenders a portion ai
bis individual rights for thc gondi af socie:t-. The

iaw, which in ibils country mens the wiil of the
înajority, snys ta individual men, you mnust nlot do
certain things becauise it is better for-the people as a
whinle thar you shouild not.

Malcre are rnany nien %vise would at this season ai
flhc year lîke very weil to exercise fie right of ovcr.
Ioading stceîîîers with cracked boilers. The law says,
" «No, gentlemen, yen cannet do tlint ; your boliers
ilutst bc inspecteid and you mnust flot carry more thian
ri certain number on your boats." Tlîat as a direct
but very wholcsome intcrference with individual
riglits.

Thcre are a good rnany people in tis country who
would like ta turn an honte penny b>' drawing tecth.
The law respects tile molars of citizens, and says to
these people fitatinn but a trained dentist must
<iperate an molars.

Taere are several thousand people who would like
to niake a living b>' pouring drugs inta their ntigh.
bours. The law protects the Itunan ftar-ne by rc*
straining these people and enacting tlîat none but
trained doctors shali dispense physic to Canadian
Citizens.

Mthre are manie perple in this cnuntry-alas ton
înany-wvho want ta sdil whiskey. The law prohibits
in soine counatries and restricts in ail.

The law says that none but licensed druggists shall
seli drugs ; thant nane but lawyers shail practise lawi
that none but liccnsed engineers shail run steaniboats,;
in fact, liws of one kcind or another meet us nt every
point and most of theiiî are very good iaws.

Now, if people submit without a murmur to huit-
dreds of lavis every day, ks it flot carrying the theory
of individual rights a littie too fair ta say that the
Church should flot say to a vacant congregatian, You
ought ta doyour best to caîl a pastor i0 six nionths.

SCP PTURE TEMilPERANCE.

MR. EDiToR,-ln reading THE. CANaDA PRESOV*
rE'RItNoni astweek, (Jusnc 6), 1 observed ani article
by one who styles himself "'Scripture rlemipcrance,"
in whiich lie takces the grotindi that prohibition is un -
scriptural. He seeis la go on the assomption that
our numerous intoxicating drinks were in existence
wvhens the Word of God was %vettent 'vhereas the art
of distiling was flot discovered tili 6oa ycairs aiter the
.ascension of Christ and over 5oo years aiter the close
of tlie New Testament canon. Hence the question
as narrowed down to the two articles of wine and
strong drink. Evert the strong drink mentioned in
the Scripture semns ta be nothing but druggcd wvine.

Hie tells us wvine is inentioned 242 tinies and drink
413 times in the Work of God. Does lie flot knaw
that in the Hebrcw% there are at least ciglit ternis
translatedl b>' aur English word wine? He does
flot tell us how efftr it mens fermentedi avant, how
offert unfermiented, and how offent drugged wvinei

We are told tlîat tlîougli wine is su frequently inen-
tioned, it is only prohibited on three ar-casions. If it
were a gond thing would it be pralîibited even on
these occasions ? Our friend stems ta go on the as-
sumrption that what is wrong in the Tabernacle and
at Uie sitar is perfectly right an aier occasions, as
for exampie the adultery ai the sans ai Ehi! Does
flot tic tact ai their being prahibited during the
miîîistrations at the altar indicate thant they wcre
highîly dangeraus ; thant thacre w.ls danger of tue
mindis of the priests being cloudcd during the perid
oi tlicir minîstrations if alhawed ta use îvinc or strang
drinkz, so that the fearful judgment executed on
Nadab and Abiho might flot be repeated. It stems
to comfort aur frîend very moch that neither Noah
nor Lot was cammanded flot ta drink again. Dots
lie mean ta say thait for the rest af tIftir lives they had
the fait permission of God ta drink as much wine as
they cse provided thcy did nat get drunk. 1 rather
tbînk that having once falien the>' woold be very
careful not ta even take the first step toward ialling
.îgair. 1 fancy they would be like the 1Irislîman when
asktd how near ta a certain precipice lie couid drive,
answered - lTrath, 1 would drive as far away framt it
.ss possible." But, it is said wine is a good creature
<.1 God, and ta be used wéîth thanksgiving. 1 anstver,
Satan is a creatore ai God in the saine sense thint wîne
is a pervertedl creature ai G,)d A mi inay cat
grapes ail bis lie tîme and neyer get dronk , so we
mîght associate ail aur lives w:th an angel ai light.
aind naharm but good resoît. TheJews werea great'
barlcy eating people and the>' never suspecti what
ta theni was gond an palatable food would ixi alter

rites >' flic invention ai tîte Stijl bc pervcrtcdl intata
soul..and-bodly.destroying drinîk.

The priricipleofa prohibition 1 believe ta be cm-
bodieti in flie W'ord ai God. Mie n>' tint lie able
perhaps ta deditre it front ai> aie passage or tai finit
a Il thus saithftue Lard," for il, btît sticl a passage.,as
sabhor fliat vhîich is cvii, cleave ta tit wlîîdî is

good." (Rom. xii. i9ý, "Abstin front ai ap)pear.int
af evil." (i Thicss. v. 22' Other passages coulh be
quotecî btît tliose wilh suflice. W~hio ivill not say flas
intaxicating drinks arc cvii ? A mians never 4 in
gelt drunk on mîiik or miter, no ilatter hîow Ixiodi hie
drinks ai thmen. Thiat is not the case with into%*êLI.
ting %vine or an' anthier intoxicant. Tue>' muist be
liandieti as carefuhi>' as dynanmite

flot it mniglit bc ask-cd wîîy do Vout flot give us .

text frontiftie Oit Testament in iavour ai prohiition
Tomn ta Exodus xx. 13, saMthou sha lt i. N'ou
may flot strike you r neiglibour, but if yen (Io anything
that lcads ta lias death yntî are guil>' ai a breati ai
this commandnîient. Dites flot (lie icensing oi
bouses for thie sac ai intaxicating liquor lent ta the
death ai anvnne ? 1 rend a statement vhich %vas
widely circulatet in Ontario, andi so far as i knnw,
neyer c'întradicted, that 1,oo itîdividuais diec )erhi
in tic Dominion oi Can alla thrýtigh the direct ai In
direct influence ai intoxicating liqoors. Has it nos
nobbed tour Chîtrches of their meinbcrs .itd tint the
most clase-fistéd cithter? I.i4 s it flot«deprivcJ JU
Sessian3 oi useful eiders ? lias it net reachiet into
aour puipits andi dragged aur ininisters into the atire?
I remenîiber seeing one ai tlicnîost disgusting sights 1
ever saw, about tweoty.seven ycars aga; it was anc of
aur ministers who hîad been keeping caifpan>' wiih
what aour inient would cail "a gond armatuire cif God,'
anti taking it as lie biniself woult say mn inadenation,
staggering op Y'ange Street chad in bis cîcricai hiabili.
znents, having jus: been deposeil train the office of the

.nuînîstry b>' tlie l>rshîytery ai Toronto. Sa long as
we support andt hegalize the sale ai illtoxicattng
drinks, can wc like P>ilate wash tu battds and say,
l ami nat respunsible for the death ai ni>' neiglibour.
1t ib r'ery easy for IlScripture Tempernce " ta a
those opposet ta hîixîseli Pliarîsees, but 1 warîld jus:
sa>' in reffly that such arguments prove nothing but
the spleen of ftic individual svlio uses then. C.

PROHIBI TION A T 1>INCE ToX

M .Ero -Not n1>' tule Cliorch in the
States bot in Canada as iveli icels an interest in whiat
cancerros the welfare ni Princeton Cohiege, anti wihh hie
glati ta rendlftue fasahowing extracts froit a circulai
hetter recciveti b>' me receoti>' (rom ex-President NMc-
Cash, and learn that nu stodent cao an>' longer find a
place in P>rinîcetan ta boy spirituous lîquors.

Ttyriof,.Jtne 6, ilS. S. I-I. KLi i.,.
On Maich 3o flic studentâ ut the c .1legc r iî

assenîhîrcd passeti a rcsolul ino n t granting tirense
anv saloa3n for the sale ai inmuxicating drinks in II>inceioz
Tfi~ ti tt aio ieu oiwn motion bt watts, my knu%%fedge
andti huîough apîproval. Tfhe) knew tell fliec'. tlu,
have atisen truin b'Jnîe uf thcir tininlher l.eiog allure 'ntut
places ai IcflifutatiOfl. On A pil 2 therr iras an clecMe
for mayor anti f ue membls ai coInncih ta the tawn, an i the
na ticcose ticket was carrîed by a majorîîy ut nacari> soe.
On anti alter May iafihcre will bc nu place hicense I furitt
.,ale ai spirituous iiquoîs in lii colierge town. Many air
rejuicing that sai hcathy> a %olili lias breo shown l'y the
studtics. Parents aie prouti limaille theur sonts liave acîru
su nobile a pari.

ihut rtc a'e turc ta -laet vith dcterinineti ni-psi-n fir
the lîquur schirrs and ahose whos firetl a: bîhitaîe t , live %ti'h
out inîoxicaiing st inuinis. It as now neceisar>- ta "cutr
thc enfuîcemenis of the lawi. Ir is-cie licter that sucha ti
ha't nect bcen lits!eti ihan that i, sl.uu:d issue in a ç.n<
ut places being startedl for tie illicit sale of in' % -at*,g

dri.An Anti-Liquor l.eagus: bas heen faîmeti in l'tinc-
tan ta takcs effective sîeps for Ille execution ai the faw. .40
excellent may ir andi c,,urcih have hareca checued. WVc ica:
tu appo)iint a c'samaclent :agent Ia ottseîrp and re[ 'r 'te
traisgr SSiaiis af Ille iaw, andi ri'In nt cccsary, ta cati ta:
detclive feom New Y'ork. 0ur ain issoureratre the sentît
talions; presenied in titis place whcre ritw 700a .nu StXo
yaung men are beieg clicated far htgh %plittts uf -t:16:.
nets, andi to tiare iluinceta knnAwn aï t1 sale place t w.-
fa'lirts anti mnihets unay -,endtiri sons.

Tu &ccure these goudtriols a cansidmrrable exprruiire ci
nioney wii lie requireti annu.illy. A iîumtseî 0i pet-uns in
i'uiticelon arc suti»ciabinc 1.ardnmtl> L ut the fil n eý of
the nieasuies lu ie a-dopveci witl eicten ta e-very part i of Le
country ftom which aur studeents camre, andi ta %çliich thei
go, andi ie lceljurîiied in invitinglte parents orit guarsani
ant he fasillais uf the cIsliege gentealhy Ioalaid us. il akr
proposed ta eieci a 1 uil'hi.-g, wI-ich in iiîrnishing ain atteîe
live place ai resart reithout injurious stimulatîns, mil- tlc
the place af saloans. andi wîfi remove <lie only plausîbCe
argumenit fon tlictr eyttclC-Amts Mccobaii, I',<stirif
of the Collkce.
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