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I¥ the promoters of the Scutt Act are wise they wil
not submit the Act in counties that have a large Ger-
man or Catholic population. The Germans sote
against it almost to a man, at least so weare informed.
As a rule the Catholics vote against ity tou.  Sume-
thing, however, depends on the influence of the lucal
priest.  Should he be in favour of the Act a numbes
of his people are likely to go with him in spite of Arch-
bishop Lyncl's letter.  Nuw that it 15 hnown that the
Gennan and Catholic votes may be counted against
local prohibition the fact should be taken into won-
sideration in submitting the Act.  Therc is no usc in
courting defeat.  In al) counties in which the Metho-
dist and Presbyterian clement predoininates the Act,
under anything like sensible management, can be car-
ried by a large majority. That is eaactly how the
matter stands, and those directly engaged in submit-
ting the law to the people should gover: themselves
accordingly. There is no sense in playing into the
hands of the enemy by submitting the law where the
balance of power is held by elements that are certain
to go against prohibition  That may seem brave but
it is not wise,

THE Scott Act agits ‘'on seems to have developed a
marvellous regard for Scriptural authority in the m’nds
of a class of men who never were noted for anything
of that kind bLefore. Men who, it is to be feared,
rarely read their Bibles, who ¢ ertainly never darkened
a church door, who never used the name of their
Saviour except to feather an ath are fouad guoting
quite glibly what they call the example of Christ and
the teaching of the Apostles It is a somewhat sus
picious circumstan~e, however, that the one act of our
Lord's life on which their ni'nds sectu to rest most
is the making of wine at Cana. Our Lord spake as
never man spake, and the four records of His life are
full of His sayings, but strangely cnvugh these new
converts go instinctively to the allegation of His
enemies about 1dis habits of eating and drinking.
Paul wrote a great many good things, but this class of
anti-prollibitfon people ga past all the high doctrine
and sound mora! precepts to that advice about the
state of Timothy’s stomach. There is nothing in
Paul’s writings they admire so much as His prescrip-
tion for Timothy’s dyspepsia. That was probably the
smallest point Paul ever discussed. Well, if those
anti-prohib‘tionists who conlfine their reading to thesc
points weald just extend their Bible studies and ins-

bibe the spirit of the Master and of Paul all will be |

well,

THE return of the Volunteers this week awakens
mingled feelings of gratitude and grief.  Grateful we
certainly ought to be for several things. Thart so
many of our citizen-soldicrs have returned in safety is
of itself a matter that should cause fechings of thank-

fulness.  \We stould be thankful that the insmirection ‘

was so speedily put down. Many thought that it would
take all summer to quell the Half-breeds and perhaps
years to quict the Indians. Both have been done in
threce months,  We should be grateful as well as proud
of the endurance and pluck displayed by the Volun-
teers.  The manner in which they stood those fearful
marches shows that Canadian muscle is just about as
good as the Old Country article, while the dash with
which they charged the rifle-pits at Batoche proves
that the spirit of the old sires is still found in Cana-
dian sons.  All honourto our citizen-soldiers.  What-
ever caused the rebellion, they were sent by their
country to put it down, and they bravely did their
duty. But let usnot forget that all did not come home,
and that som= were brought home in their coffins.
Amidst the general rejoicing the well-known lines
coine irresistibly to one’s wind :
The people's shouts were long and loud,
My mother, shuddering, closed her ears,
Rc)uu:c, rejoice, still cried the crowd,
fv m- her answeted with het tears.

That old scenc was re-enacted in a good many
Canadian homes during the past few days, Whist
the banners are waving, and the bands playing, and
the crowds cheering, let us never forget the families
that have lost their bread-winner, and the humes to
which the soldier-boy never returns.

Tt following are the questions 1n History set for
the eptrance eaaintnations to the High Schools, The
time given for answering them was an hour and a
quarter.  Just fancy a lad of about ten beginning to
wrestle with this paper, knowing that he had but
an hour and fifteen minutes to answer these eight
questions §

1. Give an account of the coming of the English into
Britain,

2. State the causes and results of the Wars of the Roses.

1. Show that Elizabeth's reign marked the beginning of a
new state of things in England,

4+ Uuthne the course of the Enghsh Revolution, stating
its causes and its results.

5. Sketch the caceer of William Pitt, the clder.  Des-
ctibe the condition of England when he was at the Lead of
her affairs,

6. Name the wars of Logland which directly concerned
hier North American colonies.  Give an account of any one
of them,

7. Skow the truth of the statement that England and
Canada are now governed by the people.  Show also that
this has not always been the condition of matters.

S. What makes an event or a person imporiant in the
history of a nation? Why is cach of the following impor-
tant in the history of the English nativn : Hampden, Henry
VII1., Wilberforce, Chaucer, the Treaty of Paris, and the
French Revolution.

‘There may be boys in the public schools of Ontano
who could come somewhat near answering these ques-
tions in an hour and a quarter, but Macaulay couldn't
accomplish any such feat. In fact, Macaulay found
material enough in Number § for one of his longest
essays and we are sure he did not write that essay in
an hour and a quarter. The first part of Number 8
admits of a great varicty of answers. The number of
things that makes a person “important in the history
of a nation” is alinost infinite. One way is to shoot
seme person already important. Guiteau got his im-
puertance in that way.

SCILNCE AND PRAYER.

AMoNG a number of able contributions to the current
number of the Presbylerian Review is one by Principal
MacVicar, of Moentreal, on “Science and Prayer,”
which will reward careful perusal. This supenor theo-
logical quarterly has enlisted the service: of the ablest
Presbyterian scholars in Europe and Aimerica, and
the Canadian Church has abundant reason for satis-
faction that ske possesses not a few scholarly theo-
logical thinkers, conversary with the scientific and
religious problems occup; mg intelligent minds of the
age. Christian truth is sometimes presented in such
forms that many turn from it contemptuously. In this
they may not be without blame, but it is a patent fact
nevertheless. It is perfectly truc we need a sanctified
ministry, but it is no less true that the times emphati.
sally demand a ministry possessed of a solid and com-
prehensive education, It may be that good picusinen
whosz capabilities and opportunities have been limited
speak slightingly of natural gifts and acquired advan-
tages; but in doing se they speak foolishly if not pre.
sumptuously.

Dr. MacVicar is not a man whose education is
“finished.” Heisas dil.gent a student as in the days of

his youthful enthusinsm. 11~ is not afraid to face the
difficultics and to master the teachings of modem
scientific rescarch,  He appreciates what permanent
discoveries it has made; he estimates its spirit and
comprechends its dreadfully matter-of-fact inclination
and properly estimates its trend.  Withal there is no
disposition to disparage the naturalistic science nox
in the ascendent.  There is no petty carping, no in.
clination to decry or ridicule the pretensions of even
the most self-satisfied or complacent of its professors,
Personally they are treated with the respect that one
scholar owes another, while their theories and teach.
ing arc subjected to calm philosophic scrutiny,

The subject of Dr. MacVicar’s paper is one of great
practical interest. It treats the difficulties urged by
certain minds against prayer. There is a general as.
swaption that the exercise of prayer is incompatible
with the teachings of modern science,  The postulates
in which this sophism is expressed arc taken up sep-
arately and disposed of in a clear and masterly way,
There is no dexterous cvasion of a difficulty , it |
squarcly met and in cach case successfully disposed
of It ton often happens that disquisitions of the
nature now commented on are dry and cumbrous in
style, wearying even to the sympathetic reader. Dr.
MacVicar's style is nat only in strict accordance with
th=  uirements of scicntific discussion, but is vigor
ous, trenchant and sententious, having also the meris
of being casily intelligible to the average reader.

The paper discusses in succession the following
current objections to prayer: (1) It is necdluss, (3,
‘The logic of siaustics is supposed to show prayer 1o
be uscless ; (3) It is alleged that prayer fails when
tested by the experitnental methods of science ;
It is urged especially in the name of science tha
answers to prayer arc wholly incompatible with the
uniforinity of natural laws; (5) It is alleged that
answers to prayer arc incredible because they demand
2 helief in miracles, tc which modern science is op
posed ; and (6 It is agreed that men have frequent)y
been intposed upon by pretended miracles, said to have
been wrought in auswer to prayer, and, therefore, we
can have no confidence in it

These various objections are taken up and carefuliy
considered, and the nccessity and reasonableress of
prayer demonstrated. Dr. MacVicar's method of
treatment finds a good illustration in the fellowing :

For example, Professor Tyndall says: ** The dispersion
of the slighiest mist by the special volition of the Eternal
would be as gazat a miracle as the sloppa e of an eclipse o¢
the rolling o};lhe St. Lawrence up the Falls of Niagara. No
act of humiliatign, individual or national, could call one
shower from heaven or deflect toward us a single Leam of
the sun.” Certainly not; and Tyndall might have added
that science is equally helpless, even all the sciences com.
bined cannot bring us a shov'er from heaven ; but God can,
and Gud has promised 1o do so 1n answer to prayer, and we
believe that He is true to His promise.  We know that He
has already answered such prayers, and can do so again
And as to the cases supposed, that of having the St, Law-
rence roll up the Falls of Niagara, and that of praying for
rain, they are ohviously and fundamentally different.  We
can see no good purpose to be served by the reversal of the
torrent of Niagara, and we have no reason to expect God
to work micacles for the amusement of micn or to gratify
their craving for the wonderful.  While on the other hand
there are many beneficent ends which migh: be accomplished
under special and exceptional circumstances by the descent
of a copious rain. Besides, God has not promised the st
page of an eclipse, or the reversal of the stream of the Nia
gara; andf we are twitted upon our inability to effect such
mazrvels by prayes, this is the rcason, and one which common
sense and reverence for the Divine majesty will approve.
We are not at all askamed to decline the challenge, and re
fuse to go about to organize a union prayer meeting, to ask
for cither of these wonders, because there is a vast and es -
sential difference between asking according to ourown whim,
and pleading God'’s sacred promise.  In this connection it is
well to emphasize the scientific conclusion formulated in our
Shorter Catechism, that pm{cr is 10 be offered only *for
things agreeable to God's will,”

NATIONAL ASSIMILATION,

NoOT so very long ago the American Republic was ‘

supposed to assimilate the different 1aces that sought .
a home for themselves in the New World, Freedom
was in the air, and new-comers, leaving behind them .
the narrow ideas and antiquated habits of their old -
homes, becamne rapidly Americamzed. It wus ther |
proud boast that they were American citizens. Their
patriotism was of the most demonstrative kind., The -
native American in his devotion to country was tame ~
in comparison. :

The large influx of Irish people, however, has al-
tered this, state of things in many respects. They
change their home but not their characteristics. They
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