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Tux week of prayer has been generally observed
this year as it has in the past, There has been no
falliog off of interest as compared with other years.
The same spirit of barmony and good fecliog between
the varlous denominations exhibited hitherto has char-
acterized tho meetings of last week. The cbservance
of the week of prayer gives visibie unity to evangelical
lifeand effort. Itis an immediate blessing and it is
tho means of securing greater blessing fo- the future,
Prayer i3 n powetful means of promotiog the unity and
spleitual prospetity of the churches.

Tuz Roman Catholic press generally did not make
pointed attacks on the Luther celebration till it was
over. Many of the Remlish papers then threw aside
all restraint, and spoke with much vehemence and
with very little regard to historical accuracy, What
is still more wonderful, the Pope on a recent Sun.
day received a deputation of tardinals who presented
an address of congratulation upon the results of the
recent congress . bishops. In replylng His Holiness
complained of the infamous Italian press which he
saild used the centenary of that Impious apostate,
Martin uther, to insalt the Holy See.

AT th® usual monthly meetiog of the Guelph Min-
isterial Association, held last week, the Rev. Robert
Torrance read a paper on “ Christmas—the Day and
its Customs.” The following resolution was proposed
and usanimously adopted: * That the attention of
this Association having been called to the inconveni-
ences and discomforts, not to say danger to health at
inclement seasons of the year, arising from the want
of punctuality at fonerals, it be recommended, with
the concurrence of all parties interested, that the
religious services at the house beheld before the hour
appointed for the funeral to take place, so that the
procession may leave close upon the time published.”

HERR LASKER, pethaps the most prominent leader
of the Natlonal L beral party in the German Parlia.
ment, was on a visit to the United States. After
spending some time in the west he rewmed to New
York where he died very suddenly of heart-disease
last weele, He hasbeen for a number of yearsa prom-
ineut figure in the politics of Germany. No member
of the Reichsrath combatted with more firmness the
absolutism of Prince Bismarck. Herr Lasker was of
Jowish parcatage. Alfter receiving a good general
edacation hestudied law, and to obtain a compehen-
sive knowledge of his profession be rasided for about
three years in Eogland. He was elected a member of
the Prussian Dict in 1865, and since that time has
been identified with the progressive party in German
politics.

AN excellent illustrajion of the value of coolness and
discipline in the presence of danger was given in con-
nection with the fira at Hope Strest Public School in
this city last week. Unasual heat and smoke filled
the rooms of the large and commodious buildiog. In.
vestigation showed that the wood-work near the furn-
ace was on fire. The alarm was quickly and quietly
given. The papils were dismissed with almost the
same regularity as on ordinary occasions, Several of
the children were at first excited, but the firmness of
the teackers and many of the scholars checked all ap-
proaches to panic. The result was that every one
connected with the school escaped withaut accident,
The excellent architectural arrangement of the build-
ing, and the cool common-sense of those in charge,
wera successful in averting what might easlly have
been ancther distressing calamity.

It is fourteen years since the General Assembly
of the Capada Presbyteriun Chusch gave permissive
sanction to the use of instrymental music {n public
worship, The wisdom of that course has been justi-
fied by results. It hasnot in every casebeen produc-
tive of a2bsolute harmony, but any other decision
would have led to great disturbances. Occasionally

an eanthusiast in favour of the organ may stirupa.

vigorous opposition, and occasionally also a hot-
headed opponent of the organ by the unreasonable
vigour of his protest may seriously break the peace of
a coogregation. The latest fraces of this kind
occurred at Shannonville, A new church with a new
organ, was to be opened on Sabbath week, A stal-
wart protester agalnst ths use of instsumental muc
finding his representations were overborne, resolved
on the heroic measure of barring out minister, organ.
ist, and congregation, It was a cold day but the
blood of the beslegers got warmed up. They forced
the door and the solitary anti-organist was no longer
able to hold the fort. These things are ludicrous, and
they are harmful. We caunot always have our own
way. Petulance and passion do not comport with
principle.

THE movement, bugun a short time siace to forma
Canadian Intercollegiate Missionary Alliance has thus
far resulted most satisfactorily. A meetiog was held
in Wyclife College Convocation Hall, Toronto, last
week, Mr. Welr, of McMaster Hall, presided. Re-
presentatives iwere present from all the theological
colleges in the city except Trinity, tho students of
which were not back from the Christmas vacation.
Delegates ware also present from Victoria Unlversity,
Cobourg, and others would have attended from
Queen's Unlversity, but were delayed in their journey
from Kingston, The articles of organization, drafted
at a recent maeting of the Alliance, were submitted to
the assembled students and discussed sersatim. A
very lively debate took place, lasting nearly a couple
of hours, but the articles were ultimately adopted
with a few alterations. Tne first meeting of the con-
vention was fixed for Octobernext. Communications
were read from the Wesleyan Cellege, Montreal, from
Albert College, Belleville, and from Woodstack Col.
l2pze expressing hearty sympathy with the students of
‘Toronto in thelr missionary enterprise. Mr, Whitting-
ton, of Victoria College, shortly to go as a missionary
to Japaw, gave a short but interesting address.

AN important Chancery decision affecting the right
to Church property has just been given by Vice-
Chancellor Proudioot. The Society of Friends who
have so long maintained their simple and unobtru-
sive forms of worship bave beea more or less {n-
fluenced by the changing conditions, with which they
and all others are surrounded. There are two well
defined parties within the Society; the strictly coa-
servative and the progressive. The former adhere to
the distinctive views held by the body since the days
of George Fox. They hold fast to the old ways and
peculiar dress. The progressive party are willing to
conform to the modes common in other churches,
They give up the practice of sileat waiting forthe
Spitit in their mestings, they do not abject to use the
cur®nt names of days and months, and are in the
habit of reading the Scriptures, singicg hymns in
public worship, and are not averse to a pald ministry.
They also follow the Methodist plan of having a
mourner's bench, and parmrating cxperiences. The
contention just decided in the civil court was 33 to the
possession of a mestiog-house and property at West-
lake, Prince Edward county. The progressive party
are most numerous and on thisaccount claim tks pro-
perty. The orthodex Quakers base their claim on
the fact, that they represent the views and follow the
practices of the Soclety to which the property was
origivally deeded. Following Eoglish precedent the
Vice-Chancellor decided in favour of thoss who ad-
hers to the doctrines, discipline and forms of worship
familiar to the Soclety of Friends since its formation.,

A cASE has been pending for some time in one of
the New York State caarts on the valldity of a mock.
marriage ceremony. Last summer there was a lawn
party ucder church zuspices at the residence of one
of the members. The young poopls had 2 pleasant
time of it, They played croquet and other incfen.
slvé'gamec. A spirit of mischief prompted some one
in fun to prcpose impromptu marriages. Severa
couples went through a burlesque performance, . Pos.
sibly nons of [the]young people thought serously of

the matter afterwards. Some old folks did, however,
and endeavoured to snatch a verdict declaring*-the
marriage at the lawn party legal. They have not
succeeded. The marrisge ceramony Is not to bs
trifled with, In giviog his decision the judge ex-
presse: himsell in & very sensible manrer: Itis very
evident to my mind that, if left to herself, Miss Hig-
bie would never have claimed that she is the lawful
wife of Walter Vaughan. In my opinion this pro-
ceediog has been instituted at tha suggestion of per-
tons who ought not to have exposed her to the gazs of
the public, For what took place at the soclable the
church under whose ausplices it was held is not re-
sponsibls. Suck performances are the natural results
of the loose notlons of boys and girls, for which their
parents are to blame, If pareats would not neglect
the discharge of the parental functions, mock mar-
rlages and indiscriminate kissing would not be so fre-
quent. I declde that the relation of husband and wife
does not exist between Jerome Walter Vaughan and
Annie E, Hipbie, and consequently he is not bound
to support her,

WEERKLY HEALTH BULLETIN.—From the intensity
of the cold and the general Interruption of communi-
cations, the number of disease reports for the week is
bhelow ths average, but the general {ndications of pre-
vailing disease are nevertheless well marked. Res-
plratory affections have greatly increased. Bronchitis,
which though high, has been stationary for several
weeks, show an advance, while Influenza, which last
week bad shown a very great advance, has this week
become still more prevaleat, and Tonsillitis bas also
advanced. Amongst Fevers, Intermittent shows a
well marked decrease in prevalence, and Entesic is
apparently likewise on the decline, Of the conta-
glous ymotics, there is none which has shown any
marked change from last week. The outbreak of
Small Pox, which occurred In a lumber camp near
Rosseau, was an item of much interest, inasmuch as
the negligence, to use no stronger term, which allowed
the sick man to pass from this point to Orillla ina
railway train, was most reprehensible. Dr. E. A,
Powell, into whose hands the case finally came, de-
serves all praise for the energetic measures taken to
isolate the case, and all the members of the family
who had been exposed to the disease, and to protect
the general public by urging vaccination on all. It
will be very strange indeed if more cases are not soon
reported 23 the result of exposure to the disease
Whoeopiog Cough, Scarlatina and Measles show no ten-
dency to increase. Diphtheria once more excites re.
mark. The correspondent from District 1., eastern On.
tario, who reported severe and {atal cases last week,
says: I had 200 pamphlets distributed of ¢ How to
Check the Spread of Contagious Diseases’ and thus the
public are being educated on the value of disinfectants?
The disinterested and self-sacrificing efforts of this
gentleman are beyond all praise—an example to all,
and a reproof to penurious penny-wise and pound-
foolish municipal health officers. From District V.,
southern shora of the Georglan Bay, a medical
gentleman reports tha following: “We have lately
had five cases of Diphtheria here, three of which were
fatal, origivating from a servant girl having washed a
bundle of clothes worn by her master whilenursing a
part of his family who were down with the disease
near Torento, No part of the bundle of clothes
washed was worn by any one of thos» down with the
disease, Tho servant girl in questton, fourteen years
old, died ; her sister, twelve years old, who assisted to
nurso her, contracted the diseassand died, and a third
sister, seventeen years old, in the same house, also
succumbed to the discase, The three died within
fifteen days. Twro other children, neighbours, wemin
the house in question two or thres times and took the
dissase, Both have about recovered” Must the
jgnorance ‘and carelessness, which have led to this
“Dance of Death” always continus? ¢ Shall {psople
never learn the value of disinfectants and-isolstion?
Aud shall the unrestrained intercoures, as seen in the
childred ifrom thelnelghbouring family entering [the
house of death, be, through ¢he abseace of Local
Boards of Health, always possible?



