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1 have becn askcd again and ngain since nty return
borne ta state what our chief difficiaities are which we
tnect in practicil wark upan the field. 1 shaih en-
deavour ta explain. he llrahmaun plntiormi is a 'vide
one, and embraces ncarly cvcry sîtade of religiaur.
thaughî. Thiis field must bc graspcd, c.ata1.)_ucd, and
maistcrcd belare wc enter the lists waîh our keen-witted
antagonists with any rcasanible hope ai success. WVe
must strive ta understand their outloak upan lité and
death, WC mu!it, as it were, lay aside, for the timc, aur
awn stercotyptru western modes ai thaught and expres.
sion, and, entering the stream, fait in wath tlac current
af native mind, whlcb flaws ni an angle ta ours, and
once there, use ai thc power, wisdam, andl influence
WC passcss ta guide them in the way of pence, and
lcad thcm inta the quiet lînven of rcst and calm at the
fect ai the NI1 aster. Ta be able ta rc...u. , a his crass
current, ta understand it, and ta brir.. aur teaching,
bath ai living and prcccpt, ta bear upan ai, me:ans
.suiess; but ta work an western brnes an an castern
land is ,friture', hawcver carnestly the wark niay bc
car-ried an, ar %vlxatever may be the zeal af the labourer.

The H-indti wull nat suffcr dogmatismn an any shape,
but hc niay bc guîdcd; an aur teaching we must iflus.
traie, but the illus:ritions inusi bc gaîbercd (rom the
surroundings of their daaly life in their homes belote
it teil.. They are an intcnscly proud and coaervative
peoaple, and 've mnust flot cxpect tao niucb taa saon.
Here it as ihat we observe the beautifui adaptation of
aur Haly Bible ta the orientai mind, as simple,
lianiely îeachings are undcrstaaid and apprcciated, and
when ancc ihis pawer af adaptation as acquired by ihe
missîonary tencher st proves a valuable lever far the
pressing hanme af truth upon the Hîindu mind. Ut how
great a value then as the pcniod ai enforcedl %aiting
belote the language is ncquired by the forcign
teacher. IL s, perhaps, the most thoraughly valuable
period ai time ta an earncst, thoughtiul missianary ai
any year an the fieldl, becatise st shows bam the bases
upon which he must build laid bare fur bis inspection,
and the nature ai the material upon whach he as ta ex.
pend bis besi energies, and it gives him lame ta catch
the prevailing drift ofimand surraunding ham.

1 have frequently heard missianaries rcmark abat
they neyer for a moment doubted an thear firsi year that
they quate understood the Hîndu. That poor, ignor-
ant, heathen man seemed an easy problem. The
second year they began ta watch and doubt (especially
bis seeming simplîcaty>, and by the end ai the thîrd
year they were ready ta conclude that he 'vas not to
be understoad ai ail. Ar.d vhy ? Becausa the data
being given, and common sense, an Englishman
argues hc can calculate pretiy correcily the resuit,
but he finds lais answer incorrect in India, although i
would have been, most assuredly, the direct thîrd termi
hiadt tle prablemn been issued for Toronto or London.
Hle bas ta begin again ta flnd oui wbere bis Handu
friend bas been aIl the white, and ends up, rnost
probably , by stamping him as a j5crfect en:sj-ma.

But, ta a'eturn, Ici us look briefly ai a few of the
principal systems ai religlous thought prevaaling in
the immediate vicinity ai aur field at Indore, and with
which we are obliged ta make ourselves conversant as
intelligent workcrs there. Foramast ai aU stands that
most ancient record af religiaus îhougbî the Indian
Vedas. The word Veda sigaiifying knowledge; Ilun-
written,u it is saîd ta have issued forth front the self-
existant one as " breath from bas nostrils Il and as the
essence and spirit af worship which permecates the in-
telligence af mankind. The Veda as composed af
four books, I. Rig, Il. Vagur, Ill. Sania, IV. Atharva.
The Rag Veda is the aldest, and consisis ai a collec-
tion of 1017 hymnns of prayer and praise, rnany of
wbich 'vere composed before the Aryans entcred
India. The carliest ai these seem ta have been writ-
te» about the tUme af the Israelitisb exodus framn
Egypt, and stretch dawnward over a period of about
S00 ycars ta the reiga of King Solomon. I insert one,
as a specîmen af their style, taken tram Samuel John-
son'ls Il Oriental Religions »" "My prayers fly to bi
who is seen ai rnany, as berds ta their pastures ; fiy
upwards ta win h:ghest good as birds ta their noirs.
Indra, preseer, refuge, leave us nat subjeci ta the
evii disposcd; lei no: thc secret guit af men barm us;i

ba withi us mvben afar, bc 'vitli us wbcn nigb;- so sup.
ported 'va shah! ual(Cnr. WVe have no other fricnd
but tbee, no other biappiness, no otbcr intlier. Thero
is nana lîke ite in beaven or eartli, O migbty anc.
Gîve ais understanding as a tather lits sans ; Iet nat
the wlckcd trcnd us down. Thîne wvc are, 'va who go
an aur way upheld by thee. Thou wbase cars hacar
aIl things, keep riear thea ibis my bymn.

'«Agni, guardian ofthe dlhhng, observer ai trutb,
rmover ai discases, ever 'vaîchlul, and pravidcnt for

uq, lafe-giver, as evcrhasting beanis dwell an the suni
so ail treasures are mn ibea, thcîr king. Men find thc
Wvho sang the iwords miade mn thear fiearts. Day aufter
day WCa approach îhce wiih rcverencc t ake us iat
tby protection as a (ailier bis son ; bc aver preseni for
gaad. Break not thc covenant vîth aur faibers.
Decay ibreatens the body lake a chaud;i tram ibis Ill be
my guardian. Thou art hîke a trough ai 'vater tai Uic
descri ta the inan who longs for ther. O, Agi, an tby
friendsbip h auait homne."

l'bis Rîg % eda is davadcd iat tbre parts . (t) The
Mantras or hynmns; 12> tbe lrabnmnas or priestiy
rttsaal ; %3) the Repinishadls or doctrines af iaitb and
practica. 1 bas % ada bas the gods anly for uts deimes.

rhc second, or Xangur Veda, is divided int two
parts, the i'uraiaas and ihie Santras. This book was
wratten ai a tie wbcn discussion ton bîgh as ta whach
persan ai the Hindis trîad 'vas the greatest. At
farsi îhay had been consadcaed as one essen-Le an durite
manifestations ; when the doctrine of the incarna-
tion 'vas receivcd the deafled beroes 'vere saîd ta be
incarnations ai 1 asbnu. Jealousies.arase, -and Sivas
followers claamed also incarnation far thcîrchosendeaîy,
and the eigbieea Puranas wcre wraticn, sbewang tha
exaltation ai firsi anc god and ilien anoîber with the
supreane, and the bantras gave pramanence ta the
temahe essence of tic gadhead an the dcsied wivcs ai
the herocs. i is samd that ai firsi gad cxisied alone,
but an tis state suffered greaaly tram ennui. He
desîrcd campanionsbip, so flxcd his mind firînly in
medatation and hall in two. Wnen he awake ta con-
scîousness hc found the other part, or tbe tll hall, ai
bina bad become a woman. She, Santra, is, therclore,
termcd left-hand worsbip, wbach as vary lacentaaus and
degrading in its ceremanial. hMysticai feasis 'vera
ansîaîuted and carried on an secret by tbas ?.ect, and ai
their assemblies for warsbip, distinctions, both ai sax
and caste 'vere laid aside, and mystîcai and supersi-
tiaus ies wcre practised. Santra warship still exists,
tbougb an a somewbaat modifled forum, in Central India.

The third, or Sama l'cda-, cantaîns the ntual with
select bymns iram the Rag Veda arraraged for worshîp.
i deats with the spirits ai deparicd ancestors and is,

therefore, consadarcd impure frai is association witb
deaîh, and the peraad ofimaurning wbcn i as constantly
quoîed and rcierrcd ta. The ceremonial ai tht (un.
oral pile as somewhat curiaus. A burning ghit 'vas
close by my bouse ai Indora, so h bail ample appar-
tunaîy ta observe. A long narrow bcap ai waod.and
manure as arranged tagether and the body as borne ta
the spot by paid bearers upon a rude latter. The body,
aiter the removal ai mas: af tbe garmenis, is laid upon
the haaip and the fl;e as lagbted by the nearest of kin.
Aiter the body h.as been consumed the cbarrcd bances
are gatbered tageiber and tbrown into a streain ai
running water. lh e ashes arc thon callectcd in a
carcle and covered wiîh a tîni cake ai dried manure.
Next a drain as made round the outside of the ashes
and filled with the urina ai the sacrcd bull. Upan ibis
cake of manure is then piled (ave balls of sweetmeaas,
composed ai sugar mmxcd with sceds <ver>' like aur
cana>' seed>; upon ihese five balîs is piled a hcap ar
boaled rice, in the shape ai a pyraîid, and on the vcry
surrmu is perched a little bail ef butter mixed with
brown sugar. Water from ane ai the sacred rivers is
thon sprankled aver i ail The nearesi relative thon
takes upan bis shaulder an carthen water jar <ai the
matersai of aur own camion flawer-pots) fuI! ai waicr,
and siaraing fromi the narth side makes a circuit ai the
ashes. The next. near relative then, with a sharp place
ai siana ar a knife, makes an incision, and the watcr
spouts out. Tbrae Limes hc rushes rouand thc circle,
than dashes down tht jar se that Uic remaining water
sprinkles thc pyramid. Milk is next carried round in
a brass vessai; ai Uic end of the first circuit a libation
is poured out upan a banana Icaf ; Uircc timez round,
and the mest is poured oui upan the pymamid. This
pale ai race, CL, is then given as a teasi ta the craws,
and the ceremaay af cremation is ended. Offérijngs
are naw made ta the spirit ai thme departcd relaîl or
'a paraod ai ton days after deaih. Nono tut kindred
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can perfora» funeral rites, hence the great aversion of
1Hindus ta leavang ibear villages ar the place where
tlaey werc barn, lest tbcy slîould die aanong strangers.
They believe the soul -oes out ai the 11grass body*
Into an intermediate state, miii an intermerdiate body,
capable ai suirerlng pain or enjoylng pîcasure. This
Is the ghost, and IL Is In -uiz equàl ta the tbumb ai the
deceased. The faod, wîth the libations af rnilk and
ivater, supplied IL .t the tume af creanation furnishes IL
wiih' tha baises of is new body, whatcver that miay bc.
Firsti s limbs begin ta graw, nexi bandal and feet,
and s0 on until tic tenth uiay's ofTering gives the
bondj andl the ghost, avhach, durirag the proass ci
growth, was a devil, now campleied, bccoaiaes a <leva
or god. IL is mnucb dreaded durlng tlia tme af i
clevelopment, being apt ta bring ll.luck ta those wlaa
are carclcss, er dlsiregard lis necessities. It roposes in
trees during the nighi and wil nai brook interference
with the place ai is mrent. Natives nlways sing
vcry loudly in gaing along raads where there -ire trees,
uvhcn ILis dark, ta kccp tliemsclvcs irai» being fright.
ened, and ta ibis the ghast <lacs not abject, but It as
saad ta bc cxceedingiy perilaus ta itike a tree after
nilhttall as il 'vili assurediy be switdy avcnged. On
the elcventh day, or the ane on whicli ht becomes a
<leva, they again ofer balls of rice, holy water, etc.,
with imarigold flowers andl scented grass. Texts
selected fram the Veda are rcpcated, the ceremony
being «-onductcd by a llrahmin, not nccssarily ai the
place ai cremathan, but in soie sacred spot chosen by
the iends ai the deeased.

Time pas3ed on and the Veda began to be sublecd
ta free crîticisi, and its power questioned by promu.
nient H indu free-thinlcers, who, white expressing great
veneration for the Veda, yet ventured ta dispute ils
.îuthcntikiy, and three grand teligio.philasophic
si.hooki wcre iormed, the Sankhya, Nyaya and
Vedanta. Each ai these split iat twa, thus înaking
six, and IL as interesting ta notice the curious anticipi-
lions ai modern metaphysics which tbcy disclose, sucb
as the baude in the etcrnity ai matter, the atomic and
devclopýment ihearies, etc., etc. Suich is the fourth or
Atharva Vcda.

On this period ai the history af religiaus thoughî
(vit., about 5oo B.C.,> an ail ils confusion and strug-
gling,arose the great reforni of Buddha,the Protestant-
ism of Indin, as it has been calhed, which aiter becom.
ing the State religion, wieldcd a tremendous influence
miown la, the days ai the Arab invasion.

fluddha was the son ai a petty prince, whose king.
dom lay beneath the~ shadow af the Himralayas, near
the present state ai Nepaul He grew tired af the
adulation and cbicanery ai court hile and hence retired
frùi IL that he migbt devote biniseif ta religion. He
sat at the fcet ai the mast saintly oi the pricsthaod,
but be soon noîiced the corruption ai the Bmahminicui
sysîem, and the oppression ai caste, and the ailler
down-îreading ai the hunibler ranks of the people.
He then iorsaok bis spiritual guides and retired for
meditation ta Gaiyâ, in Berar, where, sitting mnder a
papal tree, be is said ta have arrived ai kn&-.vldge, or
Iluddhahood. Thistree bas ever sincebeen cansidered
sacred. He naw took bis way ta lthe baly cil>' ai
l3enares, whence be made bis ad;.ent. Preacbing
amnidst much opposition and ofta» great personal
danger, flot religizon, but duty, morality, and benevo.
lence, without the nccessity of a personal dcity, priest,
or prayer. He preachcd that ever>' anc suffers in
bis awn body the consequences ai bis own sins,
therefore an atonement is unnecessary as what
is flot cndured in this lite must bc in sorie admer,
and in thc anc bundred and thirty-six hehîs designed
for manm's purification and final annihilation. rns.
migration ib emphasized, therciore no animal must
suifer, but recelve medical treaiment if diseased or
infirra. AIl action lcads ta rcpeated existence, se that
thc great abject ai a truc Buddhist is to, ttain by pen.
ance, austcrities, and suppression ai action, tic state of
non-existenc. The>' acknowledgc na gad, bave no
prayer and noa crcd. Thefr confession cf faith miay
bc said ta bc, «"1 place rny trust in eniightenmcrat, the
law, and the .eacher." These tbree constitiate the
B)iddhist triad.

Tbey bave periodical synads or conferences af thc
teacbers; thezewere irequent duringîthe life of Buddha,
but'the three greatest occurred aiter bis deaih. Thesa
were especial>' ca.iled ta settle thc canon af seripture
calledl thc Tripitha, or the tbree baskets. The firsi
basket containad the se-mons ai Buddha, as remem-
bered and cailected by bis disciples after bis dealh i
thc second shocws forth thie dulies ai the laity ; the


