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ONE PAR r OP "ii'O444IA S us;v.
W E have no special inclination for the discussion

of"W~omlan's Righits,"as thit phirase is gcner-
ally understood, nor dots it #eem thnt we hâve any
sMc:al cxtliin thattdirection. WVe arc sufficicntiv aId.
àshioned ta believe that womin hors "a peculiar
sphere,1" that there are certain dcpartmnents of the
wotld's work for which she us not specially adapted
and in whlch it wauld bc even a cruel kindness tu ai.
low her ta engage, but we cannut but nt the saille
time acknawledge titat that Ilspherc" Ilins too oltesi
been very improperly lumited, anud that she has oCten
been, for onetrenson or another, cxcludcd froin work
for which sht was special> adapted and in the per-
formance of which she was un the luughest degrce
likely ta excel. Where the right lune is to bc drawn
and ho%% the proper division af labour between tht
sexes is ta be as5igned, we shall not at prescrit in.
quire. Ail we wmsh ta do now is, in a few sentences,
to emphasize anc or two generally acknowledged
points ini reference ta woman's work, waman's spherc
end woman's power.

A very large number af good %wonen in Christian
countries have almosZ as nîuch power as thcy could
reasonably desire, and the aniaunt af work that is laid
ta their hands is correspondingly etensive, if they
will ouriy do it. In the whole range ai Christian and
benevolent effort woxnan ha% always found herseli in
ber own proper sphere and at lier owr. appropriate
woek. WVe by no means say that these are all ta
which shte rnay praperly put her hand. V'cry much
the reverse. Multitudes af wamcn have ta support
themmielves and those who aredear ta them, and the op-
portunities for their doing this are often ail loci liniited,
and oiten unreasonably so. But apirt from this, how
many who have flot ta toi for daily bread might find
scope forait their energies, with nmeans ai uscfulness as
extensive as they cauld desire, without their negiecting
ont home duty, or being chau'ged with travelling in the
iightest out of their appropriate spheres. Not a fcw

are daing tbis earnestly, quietly, perseveiýngly and
successully, and many more nîigh: folo- suit wîîh
great comfart ta thetnselves and great benefit ta the
Church and the worid. WVho are readiest ta visit
the fatherlessanmud tht widow in their affliction ? ta
tend Christ's sick? ta soothe Christ's sorrowful ? and
to feed and clothe Christ's poor ? WVe nee flot an-
swer. Wberever Christianity bas had most power,
th=r have women been found most active and most
earest in such warkr. In distinctly Christian effort
for the asivancement of the good, the best cause, it
bas been anxd is the saine. The Church in whose
work women have been cold, inactive and uninter-
ested, bas always been in a poor ba.-kward state, for
woman owes most ta the Gospel and she has generally
renderedmast inreturn. la whatparticularwaysshe
bus donc this we need flot speciiy, for in almost Ail her
influence bas been feit and her work made man ifest. 0f
course, saine have always been ready ta sneer at every
kind ai woman's Christian activity and have been ai-
ways forward ta hint "ht it bas bten cngaged in by tht
sacrifice of damestic duties, and tht neglect af press-
ing Iàmilycdaims. It was flot surprising that Dickens
should bave dont this by setting forth his Mrs. Je-.
laby as the type of ait female supporters of Christian
Missions, for this was only tht natural result of the
shallow indifferentismn and selfish worldliness by
which, as his life anid letters shew, that great novelist,
but far from great nian, was uniformly characterized.
Others, bowever, who otught ta have known better,
have said tht saine thing. We do net deny that lt
rnay be possible ta find now and then, flot the fuIl.
blown Mms Jellaby, but some wba more or less re-
semble that celebrated persanage in somne af the less
offensive ai ber peculiauities But will any one who
bas the slghtest regard for truth, say that thes are
aaything burt the rare exceptions ? or that zeal for,
and active effort in, beneyoient and Christian wark
ntcessaily or commonly insply neglected children, a
slatternly bouse and a spiritless or dissipt.ted bus-
band? We should hope not. When such cases oc-
cur tbey are of course ta bc deplored and condemned,
but the few rare: instances of the kind are not ta be
generalizcd as if descriptive ai the many wro, Gaid ùhey

can Attend ta tht one set af d'uties, net oaiy without
neglecting the elher, but with that other thereby dis-
charged with even increasoed energy And success.
1mnw miany spend far more lime lin plantes% indlenice,
injîurious gossip or beirivolizing novel reading than
Ilicir sisters do in earnett Christians work,whiie aIl îht
while thty are thanking heaven that they have Il naI
a mission," and are equally ready ta proclaini that
tîîey find it quite as mnuch as they cati do ta attend ta
the allairs af their awn households. These boause-
hoids have, of course, tht futit claii, but it dots not
follow that they are aiways duly attendeci ta by those
who rather pride tlieniselves In sayiug that they do
uiothing tIse. Itlis possible they mx>', but it is just
also possible that sametimes tht>' mx>' not. One has
not tajudge another. II is foý each Christian waunan,
ini view ai the inc-rexscd demands for individtual act;
vit>' and effort which the conditioin ai tht Churcli and
the world is rcndering sa imperative and sa pressing
ta settie wuth herseli whether she is doing ait she
could with justice ta other evident and inperative
duuies, And therefore ail she ought. Sure we are that
man>' are flnding themmelves heaithier, happier and
more hopeful through their increaied acîlvit>' in
Christ's work, white tht Chnrch and the worid are alsoa
rtaping an lever growrig benefit (rom their labours oi
lave, their contaglous zeal and their widening reli-
gious influence. Such associations, for instance, as
tîtat tit procedings af whose yearly meeting wili bc
found recorded in another colunin, are exercis.ng a
far widcr and more beneficial influence upon îthe
Christian life af the l>rcsbyterian Church lin Canada
than niosi might be inclined ta, believe, and if the
Christian women ai aur denomînation ln geuitral go
ino sucli work with ever growing zeal and ini ever in-
creahîng numbers we shali set greater things accai-
plusheul for Christ's cause than have been yet vit-
nesscd, things nt which we may be inclined ta narvel,
but for which we shahl ail have ak-ndant reason ta
give tlîanks 1Inlu tht present sîatr oi socîety women
niay sometimes, we repeat, thînk that they are liai.
pered ius their efforts and prevented froi eveus attempi-
ing much whicîr they belitve the>' coutl easily and
successfully accomplibli. Blut tien as thinge are,
wert aIl tht Christian woîncn af Canada properly and
zcaiously active, as some arc, couîd they flot cffect
what wouid almost amaunit tua .irevalution? WVe be-
Iteve tht>' could. Could the drinking customs ai tht
country stand ouI agaunst theni? No, indecd. WVould
Church work be sa languid? WVould mission work bc
su hampcred ekther for mniat> or men, if they put forth
ail their pawer? We cannaI believe that tht>' wauld,
for we use no flattering words when we say that that
pawer could scarcel>' bu over-eitimated, vert it oni>'
duly and geaerally ptit forth.

NA TIVISMI.-.7USTIFIABLE ANVD THlE
RE VERSE.

W E have no sympathy with "lcnov-nothingism,,"
as that is usuailly usaderstood, and na desire ta

say a single word in its defence. It is certainly absurd
cnough for people ta la>' caimi ta any greater amaunt
ai wisdom or any greater right ta speak with authorit>'
because tht>' have been a few years langer lin a
country than saine others, or even because tht>'
are "lnatives," rather than Ilimported." Tht differ-
tact ofia few years ini one's settling in mn>' new land
can bu ai ver>' little consequence etber in ane wmy or
other for it us quite passible ta bu cven a "native"
and yet intolerably foalish ; just as ont mx>' bc an
immigrant and yet possibl>' wise as well as useful and
influcustimi in no ordiMar dtgree. AIt this and a great
deal murt in tht saine line ma>t easily go witbout
stating, anud it is eq<ually beyond ail reasonable ques.
lion that in ail such colonies as Canada, for instance,
anid aIl such cauntries as the States, tht Idimported »
population bas contributed lin a ver>' great degret
ta make these places what tbey are, bath material>',
sociall>', intellectually, and religiausl>'.

Bût wbileall tbis is beyond reasonable contradiction,
and while tht truce policy ini ever>' case is embodied in
tht phrase,"I the impleinents ta the man that casi use
themIl, wboever was bis father, and froni whatever
land Le may have corne, there is somiething ta bu
said on tht other side,not in support ai exclusiventss in
favour; of natives or with-a view ta underrte the ini-
partance ai immigrants, or .a put an>' barrier in
tht way ai their advancement and success, but ta keep
i t(romi bcing imagined that the Il mported I article
must. necessarily bc tht best, and that doprovincials Il

*ho have neyer knovîu or seen any land but that lin
whlch they live, arc, as a matter of course, la iegard
themselves, and ta bu rcgarded b>' others, As of quitle
an Infetlor calibre comparcul wlth thon who hall front
this aid land and that, and who Lave had hu*e vatried
experlences and advAnumges ai a voyage acrous the
seas. There bas beta on>' tua strong a tendency lai
thîs direction, andi i l îe whose force ls flot yet
guite exhaustcd. Tau vaâany have lidulged lIn il-
surdly exajggerated praises ai their native lands, as if
ioyaîîy ta the countrira they had leit reqiuired %ome-
thing vesy much like the disparagement af that ta
which tht>' had conte So far this ina> be an amniable
wcakness-leaning almoat ta virtuels side-but it has
too oluen borcome rather monotanous anid absurd frou
i s ver>' excess. l'cvple as tht>' have Iistened to the
hyperbolical nonscize fien uttered apparently lIn per-
fect honeat>' have buen terripted ta wonder why such
lands vert ever forsaken or such a sîte of exile ever
endurtd. Tht tendency oi this excessive regret for
and admiration af the forsakien auid the past, vith the
corrtsponding couitenlpt for tht adopttd anid the pre-
sent, bas oiten been injurlous lin no commun degree.
It has.hindered the mumalgamtation ansd advancetnent
of the "nîingled people" in the new Iana. 'It bas
kept inan>' from seeking with cordial enthusiasun the
gond of tht country' in which their lot bas been calt.
It bas mmdc, in Canada for instance, iîtie snips of
England, Scotlauid, Ireland, etc., with regreiul relur.
tacts coming continually up ta the marnera and cuis.
toms ai tht long ago and tht (ar-alf as standards, la.
steadoithere being auniting, pervading, and aimatlng
feeling that ail are Canadian here. Now this ma>' be
amiable, but It cames ta bu b>' and b>' neliher pleassuit
nar profitable, nor is itta bu wondered at, i, with the
rising race who know no land but Canada, it should
sor.'etiînes bucharacterized in haisher ternis. lbChse«-
sible muan who bas cast his lot lin this Damin.on, how.
ever nîuch he ma>' fond>' remember his native land,
will seek as speedil>' as possible ta identify h'mself ln
thouglit and sentiment mand feeling with tthf country of
luis adoption, vil! seek ils good, bu prend cf ils ps
sent, and hopefut ai ils, future. Iurstead ihen of its
bcing a malter for regret that there shouîd be inces-
santly displayed a spirit and tendency peculiity
Canadian, it is what bath in Cbtîrch and Stxte ougbt
ta bu cultivated and developed in every leitiniale
va>'. Ail peuples in nev lands and with ncv sur-
roundings wili, if truc ta theniselves, naturally and
necessarily bu distinguished b>' marL-ec peculiarities,
and characteristics distiaiguishingl>' their awn. Tht>'
vil! flot bu mere colourless, washed out copies cf any.
thing cither in the aid world or tht ncw, muid the
growth Iherefare ai"d know-nothingism Il ai this kind,
and ta tbis extent, ought raîher la bu gloried lin than
dcprcce and condemned. lis extent and assimi-
lating pawer wiUl rightl>' bu takes as tht gaugé of a
country's progress and consolidation, and mn' iuntinm-.
lion, therefore, of ils presence in Canada ista bu halltd
as a taken for good, and encouragedi lu ail legitimate
Ways.

Ont ver>' marked symptoin cf ils gathtring powerI
as wcll as ane great factor to its onward progress, ia ini
tht Church in ait ils branches btcoming decidedl>
a"native" in ils organitations, lraditiont, and office-
bearers. la this respect, mIsa, there is a nativismi flot
anl>' pardonable but ln the highest degrce ta bu coin-
meusded. ln tht first stages af a country's progress,
imported preacluers, like iinported lawycrs and dactars,
are evident necessities. But the vise and tar.seeing
"imnpor'ted» pionters vill bu tht niost asixious to secure
as speedily as possible a native suppl>' that shal! b.
doracy of tht soik» The experituice of ail the past
shews that no Cbhurch lias ever siruck its roots widely
and permanent>' in an>' country' where tbis bas not
been the casle. Tht twa lhings have acttd and re.
acîed an each other. The more prosperous and spirit-
ual tht Churcb, the more abundant and tht mort ci-r
getic the supp>' af ministtrs frai ber ova sons, andï
tht more the minisir>' bas become native, and at the
saine tume propeil>' qualified b>' grace, asnd properl>'
equipped b>' education, sc much tht muOre mnarked bas
been that Church's pragress, and so nsuch themore cou-
solidatd bur power. It is sa everywbtre, lus aId lands
and nev, ln heathen lands lately Chrisîlanited, and
ini Christian larida agmin tending ta sonsething like
heathenm. As tht geartral at ol opie>ritso edo
tht candidates for the ministry increas and sa ane
tht means for their support correspondingly supplitd,
and vice virça. Tht living spiritual Churvh grew
ils ami mlnisters, and supports thuen as weIL Wben


