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share of the world's work, and
sowing seed which some day may
bear better yield than we fee1
justified in anticipating.

TUE PLEDISOITE OS PFlOXIBITION.
Canadian society is iargely buit

Up onl humbug, and people in
Canada are very mucli afraid of
speaking the truth about anything.
They are ail very mucli afraid of
one another and of thernselves.
As an instance take the entirely
fictitious way in wliich the Piebis.
cite on prohibition was treated by
the public newspapers, and hy those
who spoke publicly on thé subject.
Everyone knows what the struggle
noniinally was said to be about, or
whga..pverybody pretended to hum-
self kbat lie believed it was about,
but no one has ever ventured to
hint in what it really consisted.

We have in Canada a new native
aristocracy of wealth and profes-
sional or business position,, it is a
kind of Canadian upper Four
Hundred. The naines of this new
aristocracy are continually pub-
lished in the accounts of social
functions at Ottawa, Montreai and
Toronto,' given bv the newspapers.
The failies of the managing
directors and officiais of the great
Canadian railways. banks, steami-
slip conmpanies, muercantile firrns,
of the Goverunient officiais, senate,
parliame.nt. great cc>tractors, and
even some boodiers, compose tiiis
body. They represent the weaith
and political power of Canada.
These people meet one ainother at
ail kinds of entertainments, balis,

~ Les ad so on, at Ottawa,
uteec Montreal, Toronto and

ober places, in private residences.
club-houses and hotels, and the
dinners and suppers are on a
luxurious scale. An indispensable
is a liberal suppiy of Rhinewines,
champagnes, Burgundies, clarets,
maderias, sherries, &c.

Ail througli the country p arts of
Canada we have a class of strug-
gling doctors, storekeepers, and
farmers, who scramble along on
about $zooo a year more or Iess,
which, does not always corne te
hand when due. It *îs the voices
of this class of men. together with
a number of the older girls out
of the Sunday schools, banded
together in various religions and
semi-religious cliques and organi-
zations, who have pushed along the
eampaign calied the Plebiscite.
This poorer and more struggiing
class would have swept off the
tables of the ridher class ail the
wines necessary for their great
dinriers, suppers, bails, &c., and
would have closed up their wine
ceilars and emptied their side-
boards.

This is the pure, chrystalline,
square. unbreakable and unchip-
pabie truth of this niatter. Some
may say it is a side issue. It is nlot
a side issue. The liquor firins are
only a smail part of the weaItti and
power of this Dominion, aud a
fight against thern is only a fight
agitinst that sectional part, and thîs
constitutes a side issue. The main
issue is that the straightened and,
econonical elements of Canadian
society undertook to flght the
society of ail the wealth and power
of the Dominion. -Could anythiug
be more absurd, or could there be
a ghost of a chance of a success?
Even Lady Aberdeen, with ber
PENCHANT for public speaking, was
o*b this occasion obliged to repress.
it, and let the Plebitcite severely
atone. Not only did the Plebiscite
show an absence of common sense
and judgment on the part of its
prornoters, but the idea was ridic-
ulous. Mrs. Doctor Sinith, Mrs.
Farmer Joues, and Mrs.Storekeeper-
Robinson, together with various
Miss Tailors, Miss Shoemakers,
Miss Carpetweavers and s0 on,
being formed into various clubs,
knowr. by the letters W. X. Y. Z.
and T. 0. 0. G. O. O. D., and
being decor-&..rl witb ribbons and
tinsel medals, got up various heter-


