
THLE HALI[FAX PZJILATELJST.

a rnuh bluer paper than the zlinary dark shades of sine on Nue paper
of the earlier issue. 0f the 6d. on blue paper I have oniy seen fouir speci-
mens, and 1 have exaînined a largre nuinber of that, valuie.

The later printing of the 3d1 nvas on a wvhite paper, which wrtas tinted
blue on face by the ink or insuticiently cleaned plates; the 6d. is on a
paper which shows a soiriewhat bltieish shade in it.

SERVICE STAMI>S OF CEYLON.

TRANSLA'rED FROM THE GERMAN OF L. BERGER IN "DAS PORTWERTZEIÇHEN,"
11V HENRN' HECI-IER.

ALL handbooks, catalogrues and other philatelie publications9 of recent
Alyears speak with gyreat praise of the stanips of Ceylon, and collectors

are rnuch interested in thern. But rnany doubts are expre.ssed as; to the
originfLli<y of the service stamps of that country.

WVithout stopping to enc1uire into the question whether they are
auitfentic and thus wvortliv of being collected, sonie writers rnereiy foilow
othqr-, througyh having no rea.sons for t.he opinions that they express.

We will approachi the ý,;ubject dloser and endeavoi: to find out the truth
for ourseives.

In the bcginning of 1877 1 received three sets of the Ceylon Starnps of
the issues of 1l'4, 1867 and 1869, which were snr-chai'ged with the word
" SERVICE." The -set comprise(l seven (ilfferent values. 1 liad neyer seen tiern
rnentioned by eithier Moens, Pemborton or' Moschikau, and rny doubts were
raise<l. I w'as led to entluire o.' a friend who had lived ii: Cylon for nanxV
years, and frorn whom 1 had obtained rnany valuiablu, stainpsi of t1 , at country,
he replied that he could not pas-, judgment on thein. luit pi-oîised direct
enquiry in thiat country concerning, thein. After a considerable tirne had
elapsed the follow'ing reply camne: that ail Ceylon stanips were printed and
surchargyed in London, those surchargcd " Ser-vice " with the others. They
were received by the department and ivere intended to be used foir officiai
postage. They were received too jÏate to be of any service as the currency
had changed and they bore the oid values. My friend added that that wvas
ail the information that lie couid give nme so far.

Thesp, stanîps not corningr into use, iîhey wvere unknown Vo th~e publie
until 1875. Pemberton, in his handbook of 1874, makes no mention of
them. Moens in 1877 mentions, thein, and gives thein as the issue of 1869.
So does Evans, M4eyer, Moschkau, Lindenberg, and the catalogYue, of the
lînipprial Post Museum. No Engilishi catalogue mention these stamps up to
1878. But Dr. Gray's world-kr.own handbook contains a short -ketch,
which is flot satifactory, especialiy as the year o? issue is flot give.1. lIt
sirnply states that the stamps of types, Nos. 2, :3 and 5 (1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8,9 and
10d., Is., 1 and 9d., and 2.9., aise a Id. o? 1868) are used for officiai correb-
poîudence mur-chq.rged with the word " sgrvic-e." The second edition o?
Pemberton's handbook gives the yeur 1878. He thus cornes somewhat


