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styles, and form compan!e,ý4o goctabsnjt
the towns and -ilagme Eme0b,-i~ ke
the mummers in former timea in Eog..
lande

The picture 'nt the head -of thim p-
per shows- yoii one of their practices
at fànemIas. On thersa occaclons their
practicas were very unnatural.-
They gznerally took place at viigt t>y
the light of torches amidst danciqg,
singing, drinking, &ce. Som~etimes;
they vould take thé corpse in the çaf-
fin upon their heads and run . round
the circle formed of ali the-neigbboae.
On their way to the place of burl
they practised most strange fancie.--
They would sometimes hiait ail of a sud-
den-put their eara ta the coffin and
liste%, pretending that the corpse ask-
ed for something or was- giving sonme.
direciton. Sometimes they declared that
the corpse ordered theru ali more rani,
and refused ta gop on tili SIey hati been
supp1l: L

Thèy would also proceed in the
mÔst disorderly way-sometimes rua-
niag forward with the coffin, and
sometimes back-sometimes jirking it
on one side, and tut unfrequently put-
ting it down and positively refusing ta,
carry it any further tili some outeof-
the.way demand was complied with.
Rude music and wild songe generally
accompanied these rites, and sorne-
times sacrafices of fowls and other
apimals were muade over the grave,
and their blood mingled wvit.h the earth
that covered the corpse.

Besides these superstitions the peo-
pie were given to lying, swearing,'
stealing, and other vices, eo that.they
wvere really sunk ta the~ N ry lowést
depths ini the scale of humac beings.

Now, however, a very different
state of thingts bas been p-roduced.--
This cunnting, lying, steaiing, as well
as these foolish and supetstitious prac-
tices are gradually giving way to ai
that is moral and reigious. Sinee the
Ernancipation Act ias passed, the
people have beguto. feel theinselves
as men,, and to, try ta act andffeel,

=4d thinlk, as civilized men are ueed to
dic. Bv -the labours of the mission.
qries thousandsa have been cooverted,
and .others, flot yet converted, im
prpved4, reformned, and civilized....
Under, the kindly influence of the gos-
pel, these pour .negroes are muade to
»show somea of the finest disposition8 in
the world. No pe.ople ean exhibit
greater tenderness, 'more affection, or
sifleerer gratitude, than m~any of these
once degraded people do. The af-
fection of parents for their ejildren,
and of children, for their parents-the
practice of alsocial. viitues, and the at-
tachment they ph*ol to those who bene-
fit them, la ail that could be de3ired, and
.kdeed, as 4 raiet far abofe wbhat ie
common in our more highly favored

jand.
The midnight scenes of wickedness

above referred tu are now scarcely ever
known, and even where secretly prac.
tised, are becoming more and more
unpopular. It is stiil usual to, sing
at fanerais, but the boings are sacred
song@, and ail the ceremionies such as
are becoming a Christian people.

In this way does the gospel evey-
where improve and hupianize the peo.
'pie that it visite. 04 ; help, Young
reader, to, spread its happy influence
through the world, anti consecrate
your future life to upraise, by its
mighty Power, every poor aud de.
graded meniber of the great famuly of
mani

Faoing thé East Vlind.
Last'Sunday, on my wa 'yîo Sabbath

school, 1 noticèd a Iittle' .boý trudging
lalo "ng, whorn I iecê'ogiied as a scholar
in th *e class next to minle, it was a
vey inclernent day; the snow wae
falling fast, and 'the. gtund was ai.
ready well covor hl'è hih rendered
the waUçingz difc in addition to
whicb, there was -à' very kteen, pierc-
ing'Wýind, dÏ!ing th às * into your
face, ïnd nearly Ïtâkiùg yoiù off your
reet, -My iViçbrei1a- tâs 'sévera1 times
fiuined èoiùplet1iy insid& out. Little


