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portance to tlec history of Newvfotndlanid, as being tlie narrative of the
carlicst, of those colonies whieh arc now dotted around the globe.

Tite DISCOVEI.

Mie close of the fificeîîtl ecntury %vituesscîl tlîe granclest event or
inoderti tines--tlîe diseovery of thc lN'ew World by Columbus.
The niews broke on mn's îuiuds %vitli ail the startliing cIllet of a inew
-rcvclîtion, a ncw cetion. A boundlcssz field for liiîiiat energies wvas
opeued, kindling entlîtîiasin and a kcngthe briglitest or the wildcst
hcpces. Tnie noblest aud most dzirin- spirits iii Europe wcre stirred to
their. deptis ; and thic iinpuiýe to explore the wvonders and mysteries of
tho land, tlîe curtaiu of %lîicî -Columnbus had just raisecu, tired nîany
brave lîearts. Ainvug those ivlio 1'elt flîis quickeuiing impulse înost
keenly '%vas John Cabot and ]lis sou Sebastian. Ilc was au Italian by
birth, a native of Venice, wlîo liad for several ycars been settled in
Bristol Nvlierc lie wvas cngaged il, traite, aud vdio 'vas destinedl to bc-
corne to Britain wliat Columîbus liad becoine to Spaiîî-the pioncer of
ncw and boundless cuiterprise. Little is knuovi of Johin Cabot beyond
the fiiet iliat lie Nwas a thouglitful, spcculative mnan, wvhose ideas
travellcd beyond his profession, and led huaii to take a, deep intercst, in
these maritime discoveries that were tlieu stirring the pulses of the
,world. His son Sebastian, wvho wvas dcstincd to "be tbe firsi discoverer
of Conthiental Anic>-ica, and tîus t0 sectire a faine second onîy to that
of Columbus, iulicritcd his father's predilections, and early entcred ou
a 8ea-faring life. Doubtless tlie intelligenice of Colurnbis's discovery,
thon filling aIl Europc with wouder, stitrrcd the minds of these two
thouglIitful mcn, and awoke the conviction fliaf, by taking a Nortb-west,
course, instead of folloiia the track of tho great niavigator wbiclihad
ledl hlm to the San Salvador, they would discovcr new and unkown
lands, periaps find a sîlorter passage t0 Cathay, the great objeet of
maritime advcnttrc in thoso days. Henry VII. wvas thon on tlie throne
of Englaud; and wvlin the nows of Columbus's achieveinont, arrivod,
that nionarch mnust have been sorely cliagrinied to find îliat ho hati
misscd, by a more accident, the honour of hitving bis naine transinittcd
to posterity as the patron of thle discovcrcr of tlie Newv World, and of
being proclaimedl master of vast realms, with their untold treasures,
bcyond the western waves. Whcen thon, John. Cabot and bis son made
the proposai f0 tlie king of undortaking a voyage of diseovery, fronu
the port of Bristol 10 regions far north of those in wvhieh Columbus
was dien exploring, Ienry lent a wvilling car bo tlîc offer of tho ad-
Venturous navigaf ors, and Iettors patent, sanctioning thoir undertaking,
were speedily grantcdl.

L&2ND 11o!

Never pcrhaps -%vas a voyage of discovery, the consequence of whiclî
was to bc so f.ir-reachiigi, entcred upon -with legs of show or circum-
stance, than that of Sebastian Cabot whcn, from the port of Bristol,
iii the spring of 1497, ho sailed away int those stormy scas of the
Northi Atlantic, nover beforo furrowod b>' the keel of a Europoan occan-
ranger. The Voyage of Columibus had around it tho halo of poetry


