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correct, and ordered to be sent to the
Legishuure with relutive vouchers, in the
ustal maLner; as also a classified ab-
struets of receipts and expendiwre.

The Annual Report of the Board was
submitted in deaft. Agricultwal So-
cieties have increased in number and in
strength, and o kuger amount of money
has been expended by them iu the pur-
chase of thorough-Lred stock. new varie-
ties of agricultural plants, and implement-
inventious. than during any previous
year, Their
imperfectly satisfied, and the necessity of
very frequent importations of live stock
of thoroughly pure blood, and of tha very
iest kiuds that can be obtained, becomes
wore und oove evident. The proceed-
ings of these Societies show that at no
former tune huas there been so much
genuine interest evinced in the improve-
went of Stock.  Since the Returus were
prepared  several applications for new
Societies huve been received, one through
the Hon. Robert Robertson, Commission-
er of Mines, from fifty-three furmers at
Cape Negro, in Shelburne County, who
have all paid in their subscriptions ; an-
other from the same County, presented
by Thomas Johnston, Esq., M. P, P, o
third from the farmers of the northern
part of IHalifax County, burdering ou
Colchester and auts, presentea by
Henry Yeomans, Esq.,and a fourth from
Hor., I P. Flyun, from Arichat, Cape
Bretou s whilst in other counties similar
movements are being made. New So-
cieties, that have not forwarded their ap-
plications for organization aye requested
to do so before the March meeting.

The information contained in the re-
port of the result of Wheat Culture is
very satisfuctory, the Fyfe wheat distri-
buted by the Board having been emi-
uently successful The Norwny and
especially the Surprise Oats are highly
valued ; the latter is a most beautitul
Oat, and ha< given an enormous yield in
suitable soils.

It was arranged to hold the haif yearly
meeting of the Bomd on Wednesday,
22nd Mareh. at 10 o'clock, A. ., when
the members from the various Rural
Districts of the Proviuce are expected to
ba preseut.

The efforts of the Board to introduce
Hemp Culture have not heen so success-
ful us could be wishied. ‘L'his is attribut-
ed partly to the imperfect preparation
and manuring of the ~oil, and partly to
the want of suitable mills for pfeparing the
fibre, the erection of which would have
involved more expenditure than the Board
was in a position to make. It is hoped,
howeser, that those who have cultivated
Hemp during the past season will con-
tinue the experiment, which may be more
successful next season, from the experi-
euce gained during the past..

wants are still, however. |
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Sit—1 think that there can he no dix-
pute that our most. pressing need is now
the improvement of Stock. ‘L'his scems
to bring all other improvements in its
train, When the farmer has valuable
stock, he will not neglect them, bu takes
more pains to louse them properly in
winter; when he has stock that thrive
fast, he does not try with how litte food
he can bring thew through the winter
but instead of grudging them every lock
of hay, he is willing to supply them with
what they will ent, as e knows they will
compensate him in their wore rapid
growth.

Again, instead of setling almost all the
calves and then selling off' as much hay
as possible, ws is still to far too great an
extent the cuse, the furmer will raise the
calves, seeing his advauntage in selling
beef instend of veal; and the hay being
censumed at home will make manure
which will serve to enrichh, and make
more productive, the uplands.

Nothing is more striking about the
older settlements of the Provinee, than
the quantity of old cleared upland which
is mown the summer through—as long aa
it would produce hay—hay was cut—then
it was turned off to pasture, and being
pronounced run out, it was left for cattle
to range aver, and for the bushes to start
up in and gradually to over-run. It is
actually our misfortune that we are tdo
much favored. We are blessed with
splendid dyke lands and intervales, and
ou these the farmer depends to waintain
his stock and the furm.

Let us look at Tugland, there the
farmer has to live by his uplands ; reces-
sity has tanght him to find the means of
doing s0, and o growing rich, and that,
in spite of rent und taxes, which amount
greatly to more than the fee simple of
Nova Scotia. The Aberdeenshire furmer,
who has to deal with a clinate very-like
owrs, who is 500 miles away from his
nrarket, London, who pays nearly as much
for his labour, and who pays 8 to 10 per
cent. on the value of his farm in vent and
taxes, has brought farming to such a
piteh, that men like Mr. McCombie ecxu
fatten and send 10 market 300 head of
cattle every year, and they have attained
such political inflaence iu the couutry,
that Mr. McCombio himeelf was returned
as M. P. for the County by the tenant
farmer's interest.  Z%ese are upland fur-
mers,

To produce good crops on upland, re-
quires both skill and Ilnbour; these will
not be applied without a prospect of pro-
per returns, and whilst the man who
makes two blades of grass grow where
but one grew before, has been called the
benefactor of his kind, Thold that none
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the less so, is the man who can make two
lbs. of beet out of the same food which
formerly made oue; 1 look upon stock
stmply us meat manutictories, our aim
must bo to tinke the greatest yuaatity of
the nnmufuctured article out of the smahl.
est quantity »f the raw materinds: and
further, to turn the youny stock as early
as possible into food, that is into money.
1f double the weight of me:xt can be made
it the sume time. on w fixed quantity of
food, or if the suwe weight can be made
in half the time on the sune quantity, [
think it is plain that we sell our produce
of forage for double the amount we other-
wise should. The gpresent quantity of
forage raised in the Proviuce will thereby
provide for double the number of animals
that are now Kept; thatis, one of the
most important items of wenlth in the
Province will be doubled, and to obtain
this result it is simply necessary to im-
prove juthiciomly our breed of stock.

Unfortunately we have not the capital-
ists that ather countries, nud even other
parts of our own Dominion, can hoast
of nmong our furmers.  [Few are able to
spure the time and money to attend the
Aunual Exhibitions, and to scleet and
import pure bred stock.

The tarming cluss, although the most
numerous in the Provinee, is ns u body
poor.  Young men from its rauks are
constantly reciviting the populution of
the towns. Elsewhere. these men, when
they have made their money in commerce
&e., purchase an estate in the country to
which they retire either oceasionally or
entirely, and making a hobby of it, spend
their income inimproving stock and trying
experiaients by which the professional
furmer benefits,  In this Proviuee, I am
soITY 10 say, that except to a small extent
ou the Halitax Peninsula, hardly a single
such instance has oceurred. ~Farmiog is
looked down upou. instead of being luvked
up to as the noblest occupation, and
specially the recreation of the rich.

I mention this to show why the far-
mers are not in & position to  benetit
themselves as they might; it therefore
becomes the duty of Government 1o tuke
the muatter iy hand, aud benefic the
farmers .and <through them the wholo
Province. The Bourd of Agriculture,
acting under the auspices of Government,
have from time to time imported pure
bred stock, and alrendy avmarked im-
provement is manifest in stock and in the
interest farmers take in their occupation,
as shown in the reports of the different
sncieties. Several Exhibitions have also
heen held. a strong proof ot the increased
interest. Of late the funds at <he disposal
of the Board have not warranted any ex-
tensive importations, The few animals
brought into Nova Scotin last autumn
commanded good prices, and proved the
demand that exists for good stock.

With the surplus now in the Treasury



