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you lhad a rag of principle left, you would iling the book into
the fi re." Next an essay on the "Via Mei, fuli ;f huinorous
scorn for hiaif tone principlos, and lastly a biogiri-pliczl sketch
of Falstaff, w'hich however is not, Birrell's, the reason griven
for iineIudiniç the latter beingr this unique onie that "'in order
to enjoy the pleasure of reading your own books ôver and
over ao'ain, it, is essential Llhat they shiould be -ý%vritten effther
w'holly or in part by somebodly else."

In April, 1897, Birreli publishied another series of Obiter
Dicta containingy essays'on John Milton, Alexander Pope, Dr.
Johunson, Charles Lamnb, ', Me Office of Literature," and one
or tw'o othier shorter papers.

In the first four lie is concerned almiost entirely wvith the
chiaracters. lires and personal influence, of thie attors. Ife
is x'ery fond of presenting the personality of a writer, and
sueeeds adînirably in doiincr so. After readingr one of lus
short, sketches you feel on ahuost as fauniliar terins w,,ithi your
author.as after readingr a iiore(. elaborate life.

flo is always synuipathietic and anxious to inakze you see
tho best, side. Even poom' Pope, with bis petty v'anity and bis
frail body, lie hiandies kindly, thoiigli justly, so tliat, you agree
wvith 11111 wheîî lie concludes bis essay tlius :"As for
th)e main, lie Nvas ever cagotr and inter-ested in life. Le-
neath ail bis fauits -for ý%vhich hoe had more ex-
cuse thian at whole congregation of thie righitcouis nieed
ever hiope to mnuster for thieir own shiortcoiing,ç,s-wo recog-
nize liuiunitv, and we forgive niucbi to hiunanity, know'iig
hon' mluch need there is for huinanity3 to forgive us. Indif-
ference, know'n by its liard heart and callous temuper, is tie
only unpardonable si.Pope mever coiiiiiitted lb. le hiad
mnuch to put up -with. \Ye bave ilnuchl to put
up writm - lu iiiu. Ho lias grivon enorînous pleasure to
grenerations of imon and will continue to do so. \Vc can nevr
grive lîini any pleasure. The hest we can do is to, sînile pleas-
auitly as -,e replace lîiiiiu upon luis sheif, and say, as WC truthi-
fully imnay: ' There was a great deal of hunian nature in
Alexander Pope.'
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