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* THE CANADIAN EVANGELIST,
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The Co-operatlon of Disclples of
Christ In Ontario.

THE ANNUE_'L; MEETING.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

By the mercy and goodacss of
God we are again privileged to meet
i annual conventron,  How great
is the pleasure of greeting and meet-
ing with thosc who are God's chil
dren, in the fellowship that is in
Christ, nud together lifting up our
vaices in thanksgiving and praise to
Him who has so richly blessed us,
both in temporal and spiritual things,
The past, with all its failure and
succesy, is gone, and rests with Him
who will render. to every one their
just due ; the present, with ity privi-
leges, its opportunities, its pleasures,
is with uy, The past, of God's mercy
and gooduess, and our experience,
fays @ great burden of responsibility
upon us, and brings us under o liga-
tions to Him by whose care and
mercy we ure here; the future is
bright with joy and hope—all out
hopes being gilded by the promises
of God. The present ir our respon-
sibility, May God give us wisdom
and strength, and lead us oh to
ticher and greater blessings in our
work. [ trust all came here with
renewed and new vows to God
to be more, in n truc and real sense,
the disciples of Christ than ever be-
forc. It is true we should not live
in the past, yet it is profitable for us
to .compare oursclves~to cxamine
otrselves—and to judge ourselves
by a righteous judgment, and it our
heare {conscience) condemn us, be
careful for the rest of our sojourn;
for God is greater than our hearts,
and He wiil condemn us. In look-
ing back over the yeais since we last
met in Hillsburg, we certainly have
the cvidence, in the more hopeful
condition of the cause tatday, that
God has blessed and nccepted of ouf
work in the cause of Christianity, as
taught in the New Testament.

When 1 look back to the time
when duty compelled us to make an
effort to further the cause of Christ
sin this province, in some nieasure
consister:t with the position we oc-
cupy, and compare the condition of
the cause then and now, und our or-
ganization for work, we have great
reason to thank God and be en-
couraged by what, under God's
blessing, has been accomplished.

The organization of our present
Co-operation is the result of action
snken at our previous meeting in
Hillsburg. Pardon me for saying:
that the unity amony churches—in
supporting she Co-operation, wd
the hiarmony and brotherly fove
which marks all our mission eflort—
excecds our highest hopes, and is a
cause of joy and thankfulness,

J am glad that T can refer to the
wreatly increased Christian activity
manifestin the churches, bythedesire
umuong the churches to have regular
preaching ; the increased number of
Brothren giving all their time to the
work of the ministry; the willing.
noss of the churches to support the
laborers 3 the work being Jdone by
the O. C. W, B, M., the Sunday.
schools, the Children's  Mission
Bandk, and last (by reason of aye),
the Christian Endeavor.

1 am glasl, also, that T can speak
of the number of young brethren
who are intending to become preache
ers. 1 regard this as one of the
most encouraging features of the
improved condition of the cause,
Do not mistake mec: we have not
done great things,  God, in kind-
ness, has bountifully blessed the

little we have doune, and we fecl
greatly encouraged by what He has
wrought for us,

During the year the work, being
supported by the Co.operation of
the churches, has been in many
respects espacially encouraying, We
find that the position which we, as a
people, occupy ix beiny more and
more recognized as the Seriptural
position.the requirements of the
gospel,  The teuth of Ged, seems
to me, has a more direct and potent
influenc: in the hemts of men to-
day than ever before. The leaven.
ing influence of truth is going an,
Let us caracstly strive to be faithful
to God as He is inade known in Hiy
word, The past gives us much
reason to have hope for the ultimate
triumph of the authority of Christ
over the commandments and doc-
trines of men.  The great heart of
humanity appears to be guing awvay
from the auth.rity of man in matters
of faith, and is secking after the
simplicity of the gospel, its simple
faith, and its easy obedience, dlesires
no more, and will be satisfied with
nothing less than & real walking in
the ordinances of the Lord, not of
man,

1 have thiy confidence in the gos-
pel, that if the people of God were
all one, in heart, in prayer, in labors;
the kingdom of our Redeemer would
be established from pole to pole, and
from the rising to the xetting of the
sun. The more we read and hear of
the discussion by the great religious
bodies on the question of union and
union among themselves, the more
we must certainly be convinced that
we occupy the only poasible ground
where union can be consummated-—
the Bible, God's guide book to man,
God has blessed us above all people
in that ve need only to study to
know God's will, and need not to
unleatn any of the commundn}:lms

f man, 1 feel thapwe have a high

cafliﬁg of God. ‘Let us strive to be};

faithful, not be lifted up, but fear,
The {uture is bright with hope.

The work at all the mission points
hay been moving forward during the
past year. [am glad of the privilege
to welcome to the fellowship of our
trials—and hopes—our Brother Lha-

mon, who has undertaken the work|’

in Toronto with the church on Cecil
St.
being known to the rcaders of the
Standard as an interesting occasional
contributor. I trust that his work
with the church in Toronto may be
richly blcssed.

Last year Brother Edmund Shep-
pard, beloved by all, was with us;
now he 14 at rest from his-lubors in
the home beyond. Bro. Sheppard
died at the post of duty ; may we be
found equally faithful.  We remem.
ber at our mecting last year, nithough
in poor health and quite fesble, how
he delighted his audience with the
magic of his c¢loguence, as e spoke
of God's love in the redemption of a
lost world, We cherish his memory
witly reverence-~Jet us strive {oenu-
late his virtues,

I trust our Convention will be
pleasant to atl, and that great good
will result by what we may do for
the furtherance of the cause of the
Master. 1 believe we all love God
und His cause, and alsofeel o meas.
ure of responsibility in the discharge
of the part of the great work com-
mitted to us of the world's redemp-
tion. Let us, then, not only joy and
rejoice while here, but let us also not
fail 1o carry back to our homes the
inspirations received, so that during
the year upon which we are entering
we may do better and more work for

Christ than ever before.  The pres.

. ’

He does not come as a stranger, |.

ent ilone is ours—ict us work while
it iz day, for the night cometh when
no man can work. Do we, my
brethren, believe the promises of
God? ‘Then let us labor on, for in
due season we shall reap if we faint
not. ““For the grace of God that
hringeth salvation hath appeared to
all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodiiness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, rightecusly and
godly in the present world, looking
for that blessed hope and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our
Saviour, Jesus Christ,”

Your brother, in labor and fellow-

ship in Christ,
Huch BuLacx,

]

ANNUAL ATPORT OF THE BOARD
OF MANAGERS FOR THE MIS-
SION YEAR, 1803-'94.

Dear Brethren and Sisters :=The
Board of Managers once more greet
you in Convention assembled, and
beg to present the Annual Report
or the yearjust closed. The reports
from the. various missions will be
given first, and matters dealt with
pertaining to that department of our

work :
Ovwen Sound.

. In making our annual report this
year we do so with thankfulness to
God for another year's blessings,
amongst which we place the facts
that, as a congregation, no calami.
ties have befallen us ; no strife has
entered into aur midst ; but love and
harmony exist, making our inter-
course and. our work what It has
been for some years past, pleasure
and delight, Nor has death entered
into our midst, nok have we suffered
many temovals, OQur increase has
not been targe—only.twelve persans
dded to our number during the
ear—partly from sickness among
he membera: whose presence was
sential to suc8@sd in Dwkh meetings,
iand from other causes over which
we have no control. We are intend-
ing, however, to hold a special meet-
ing inthe early fall. We are greatly
cheered by an Increased number of
hearers from outside the congrega.
tion, and are steadily making our-
selves felt in the town,

Our Sunday-school is doing excel-
lent work, with an increased attend.
ance over last yesr.

As to our finances.—In spite of
the pressure of hard times, people
have not nllowed the Lord's work to
suffer ; and our missionary offerings,
both home and forcign, have been
nearly double last year's amount.

The detsils of our work in «ll its
departments have been sentin to the
Board, so we do not need to report
them here.

Of our preacher, Bro. Lediard,
who is still with us, we wisl, to say
that we learned to esteem him more
and more from year to year. His
work in the congregation and his
labors in every good work are such
as mect the approval of our mem-
bers and all with whom we come in
contact.

We are specially thankful to the
Board and the brethren for the help
given, and we sincerely hope that
the good seed sown here may speedily
biring forth such an harvest that we
shall no longer nced to look to them
for assistance.

On behalf of the church,

C. A, I Lesming,
Secretary.

—

. Collingroood.

During the year, since the last
Annual Mecting, the work of the
church in this place continues to be
mainly & steady, every day work,
and, although we cannot show any

great increase of nambers, yet we
are thank{ul to say we arc, at least,
not losing ground,

The usual Lord's day meetings,
morning and evening, are generally
well attended, and people outside
show more interest in our work than
in days past,

Our praycr-mectings are well at-
tended and profitable.  Our Sunday-
school also is in a satisfactery con-
dition,

Our Young People’s Society have
proved their abHity to do good active
work for the church,

We had a series of meetings for
some weeks during the winter cone
ducted by Bro. Sinclair. The im.
mediate results were several addi.
tions, and the church strengthencd,
Bro. Siuclair continues to preach
with great acceptance to our congre.
gation aie’ wields a good influence
in temperance and all other good
works. In fact, we think we could
not do without his assistance in our
church work. He isalso doing extra
work in preaching every second
Sunday afternoon at a mission point
which has bheen started, about <even
milex from the town, and which
promises to bear frult in the near
future.

On the whole we do not see any
teason to be discouraged, but rather
thankful, Still, we cannot make
our Anances meet onr needs, and,
while we are grateful to the Board
for assistouce given us-in the past
years, we will still have to ask sup-
port for the next year. We are
sorry to have to ask this, knowing
there are so many other weak
churches waiting patiently for a
share, but we think this place in of
sufficient importance to warrant us
in trying to hold un, hoping soon to
be strong enough to support our-
selves, )

On behalf of the church,
A. M. Frawz,
Secretary.
MHamilton,

The Secretary of the Church of
Disciples of Clrist begs leave to
teport the following :

1. We have a more general inter-
est throughout the members, as
shown in work and contributions,
and in the increase of the audience.

2. Our Sunday.school has in-
creased in attendance and is show-
ing an influence for good among the
children's parents who are not mem.
bers of the church,

3. Our prayer-meetings are more
interesting and better attended, and
spiritually refreshing.

4. OurY. P.S. C. E.isin a bet-
ter working order and the general
tone uplifting,

5. Qur basement has been finished
during the last year, furnishing us a
good school-room, which we were
enabled to do through the work con-
trituted by the brethren.

6. While our finances are not ‘in
as healthy condition as we wish,
owing to the hard times, the con-
tributors being ncarly all wage earn-
ers, und owing to the continued
depressicn and the prospect not yet
good, the church is not yet able to
reduce its réquest to the Co-opera-
tion, Somec of our {argest previous
contributors are not now able to
give the large sums which they un.
Jertook at first, and although we
have some new contributors they
are no more than able to make up
for the falling off of the others.

7. And, now, though asking from
the Co-operation the same amount
as herctofore, we are eagerly look-
ing forward to the time when we
shall becomeself supporting, andable
to contribule towards other mission

points, and should the Co-operation
grant our request, we hope to be
able to get on with a considerably
less sum for the next year.

All of which we submit in brotherly
love,

J. M. WaRxNER,
Secretary.
Londen,

In presenting a report of the work
in this city, during the year ending 13t
prox,, it may be said that the pro-
gress during that period, as shown
by the statement below, should be
regarded as very satisfactory, as
has been accomplished in the face of
the stromrest outside opposition.
Our immediate neighbors of the
different de¢nominations have put
forth the most strenuous efforts,
cspecially during the past winter, to
add 1o their numbers. Notwith.
standing this, the attendance at our
services, especially on Lord's Jay
mornings, has been steadily in.
creasing, and there is no abatement
of the interest m~nifested by those
who listen to Bro. Fowler's clear,
forcible and touching presentation
of the truth,

Our net membership on the

13t June, 1893, was......, 11
Since added :
By confession and primary
obedience....oiiiiian. 11
From gister churches. .... 6
From the Buptists........ 3
From tne Brethren........ 1
Otherwise addedissivnuras 1
— a2
133
Decrease......ovcvvvavans 11
Net membership at date. ... t22

The additions to the membership
have all been made at our regulur
services.

During the year we succeeded in
reducing our indebtedness on church
propetty by the sum of $376.75, be-
sidds’ paying interest on:the mort.
gage amounting to $144.c0, which
icaves the total debt a mortgage of
$2400, with interest at 6 per cent.
per annum from the 6th March last,
In consideration of the unusually
hard times pruvailing at present, on
account of which u number of our
members have been thrown out of
employment, and others put on half
time, the amount raised for church
debt and other purposes is all that
could have been expected.

The brethren are using their best
endeavors to make a further sub.
stantial reduction of the debt during
the coming year,

Qur Sunday-school continues to
prosper under the able management
of the present Superintendent, Bro,
W. H. Wooldridge, and his staff of
assistante.  During the year efforts
were matde to place the school on a
finst-class footing, the beneficial re-
sults cf which are clearly scen in the
increased efficiency with which jts
affairs are conducted. The im-
portance of this department of the
church, we believe, cannot be casily
over-estimated, It has been, not
inaptly, called “the nursery of the
chucch.”  Many of our most promis.
Eng.young disciples have, through
its instrumentality, beea led to a
knowledge of the truth,

Our Y, P. S. C. E, is also more
than holding its own, During the
past year the young people con-
tributed $50 towards the liquidation
of the church debt, and they have
this year pledged the sum of . $too
for church debt and missionzsry pur-
poses. The Dorcas Society and C,
W. B, M, Auxiliary are also doing
a good work,

Bro. and Sister Fowler retain the
confidence and esteem of the mem-

bers, and we desire to express our
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