
The number of minor poets, whose works are mnore or less
ephemeral and cast in varying degrees of excellence, is very
large, and the bare enumneration would fill a lengythy paragraph.
M. Suite bias counted no iess than 17.5 naines. Thiese writings
were oriuinallh- consigned to thie coluinins of newspapers or the
pages of magrazines, and have neyer been collected except on
one or two occasions. Aniongr the writers of this class I may
cite Eustache Prudhomme, formneily a notary of Montreai, who
publislied miany elegant pieces soine twenty years ago, but bias
.since gîone out of sight. Judge Routhier, one of the best prose
writers in this province, bas also published a nuilber of poenis,
the Ode on Canada in the nineteenth century beingr specially
wortby of note. J. Lenoir, of Montreal, w'as cnt off in bis
primnejust as biis talent w-as niaturing. is apostr~oph~e to the
Churcbi of Notre Dame of Montreal is set in broad lines. Thien
we have Fiset, of Quebec ; Poisson, of Arthabaskza; .Alfred Gar-
neau, of O)ttawa, son of the poet and historian; Achille
Fréchette, of Ottawa; and Evanturel, of Quebec.

The time and space at myi coininand do not allow of any
furthcr extension of this study. My paper bias been essenti-
aiIly revisional and not criticai, adhneIbv ensae
the labor of flnidingy fault. But even if I liad gone into analysis,
I sbould stili bold that the naines whichi I bave cited are those
«of genuine poets, w'bvo have 1 )ublisbed workzs of real menit, many
of thiem destined to live as long as the Frenchi language sur-
vives in Ainerica, and as long. as the Frencbi Canadians preserve
their patriotismi and their intellectual autonoiny. Ail flic cie-
nients have been toucbed upon in their poetry-their bistory,
enlîvenied bs- romance and consecrated. by affliction; tbeir
niationality, mnaintained in spite of ail the disintegrating in-
fluences of conquest; their religrion, hiomely and primitive as
ini the Brittany and Normandy of the Middle Ages; tlieir
social life, adorned by courtesy, inspirited by cbecrfulness, and
:stamped wit7i a simple, old-fasbioned sense of honor.
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